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Britain’s would-be Nazi queen 


f Steve Boggan- 

f and John Crossiand 

Willis Simpson, the woman for 
whom Edward VID abdicated, 
conducted secret negotiations 
_T with the Nazis in order to have 
herself installed as Queen of 
England “at -any price”, ac- 
cording to secret government 
ajj • ' papers released yesterday. 

... The PnbJic Record Office 
'( documents confirm for the 
-7 J - : first time what historians have 
-i:ii Tong suspected - that Edward, 
. . . '/* the Duke of Windsor, was a 
, ; ; j'fnm Nam sympathiser. and his 
. s ~ American wife was a malign In- 
fluence. 

3 .V- * A memorandum released by 
. the Foreign Office, 60 years af- 

• T/ ter the abdication, provides the 


most startling evidence yet of 
the Windsors' willingness to 
collaborate with Hitler. 

The couple had left Britain 
for neutral Portugal, but there 
were government concerns 
throughout the summer of 1940 
that the Nazis might take Ed- 
■ward - by force or persuasion 
- with die intention of installing 
him as a puppet king in the 
event of ah invasion. 

The latest evidence sug- 
gests that force, at least on the 
part of the duchess, might 
not have been necessary. Dat- 
ed 7 July 1940, it comes in the 
form of a memorandum from 
an informant inside occupied 
Czechoslovakia to Sir Alexan- 
der Cadogan, permanent sec- 
retary at the Foreign Office. 


It says: "A new source in dose 
touch with Von Neurath's (the 
German protector of Bo- 
hemia’s] entourage in Prague 
has reported that the Ge rmans 
expect assistance from the 
Duke and Duchess of Windsor, 
the latter desiring at any price 
to become Queen. The Ger- 
mans have been negotiating 
with her since June 27. 

“The. status quo in England 
expect an understanding Lo 
form an anti-Russian alliance. 

“The Germans propose to 
form an opposition govern- 
ment with the Duke of Wind- 
sor. having first changed 
public opinion by propagan- 
da. The Germans think King 
George will abdicate during 
the attack on London." 


Royal historians were not 
surprised by the contents of 
many of yesterday's papers - 
particularly those once again 
demonstrating the duke's pro- 
Nazi sympathies and his em- 
barrassing comments and 
behaviour after being sent to act 
as Governor of the Bah amas in 
1940. But the confirmation of 
Wallis Simpson's role in the af- 
fair was regarded as signifi- 
cant. 

“This dots the Fs and cross- 
es the tV said Harold Brooks- 
Baker, publishing director of 
Burke's Peerage. 

“She was always regarded as 
bad news, particularly by the 
Americans. Roosevelt was al- 
ways worried about Edward’s 
Nazi leanings and considered 


her the best thing that ever hap- 
pened - she stopped him hav- 
ing to deal with a pro-Nazi 
king." 

The revelations also go some 
way to explaining the Queen 
Mother's life-long loathing of 
the duchess. 

There are many more refer- 
ences, however, tothe duke's as- 
pirations and to his Nazi 
leanings. 

One intelligence report from 
a Spaniard, Count Nava de 
Thjo. to British diplomats said 
that the duke believed there 
could be a revolution in Britain, 
resulting in the abdication of 
King George VI. He then 
hoped that a subsequent 
Labour government would in- 
vite him back to take the throne. 


Later, a senior Foreign Office 
specialist covering America 
wrote to Sir David Douglas- 
Scott, assistant under-secretary 
of state, complaining about ah 
interview the duke had given to 
an American newspaper argu- 
ing against US involvement in 
the war. 

Clearly furious, he con- 
cludes: “1 propose that he now 
be told of the harm that he has 
done, and strictly prohibited 
from giving any more interviews 
at all without having his texts 
vetted and authorised at 
home. ..[TTiis] may help to cor- 
rect the gaffe of sending him to 
this post It - or any post near 
the USA - should have been the 
last chosen." 

Duke and the Nazis, page 6 



Nazi collaborator: VteHis Simpson negotiated with the Germans 
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Ministers I The next Miss Australia might just be a bloke 

fear maize 
breakout 


> * 


- Ian Burrell 


Ministers have been warned 
that genetically-altered Amer- 
ican corn is to enter the British 
food chain despile government 
safety objections. 

Briefings prepared for min- 
isters, and seen by The Inde- 
pendent , warn that the imports 
pose a risk to health. In a 
memo to John Gummer, the 
Secretary of State for the En- 
vironment, Dr William Parish, 
of the DoE's Chemicals 
and Biotechnology Division, 
warned: “(The maize] will be 
imported shortly despite the fact 
that it is not authorised in an un- 
processed form, and that the 
UK objected to proposals to 
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authorise it." 

He added: “Given that the 
UK objected to the unrestrict- 
ed marketing of geneticalfy- 
modified(GM) maize, there is 
bound to be concern that the 
imported maize gluten feed 
represents a risk to human 
health and safety to the envi- 
ronment." . 

The new maize - known as 
Genet ech Corn - is already 
being cultivated m America 
rod government sources said lit- 
tle could be done to keep .tout 

The DoE memo warns: “The 
UKhasnocvmrolo^emnt' 

inc of GM and oon-GMmmze 

Ircthc USA. la practice, it is not 
KvSwe «> ^entity nor separate 
KgM maize once it arrives m 
1 yK as a bulk commodity- 
- one «fll know 


QUICKLY 


Maior firm on EMU 

r??PrSne Minister yesterday 
K^lvnailed reports that be was 
SSred to jettison the agreed 

^tlmeontheEurogn 

single currency- 
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whether any particular ship- 
ment contains GM maize.’' . 

The Ministry of Agriculture 
Fisheries and Fbod (MAFF) has 
objected to the GM com on the 
grounds that it could compro- 
mise treatment of diseases in an- 
imals and humans. 

The modified com has been 
manipulated to be tolerant to 
herbicide and to poison insects 
which eat it, but it also contains 
a gene which is resistant to 
AmpicOlin antibiotics. 

There is concern at MAFF 
that if the GM maize was used 
in animal feeds it could lead to 
drug-resistant bacteria form- 
ing in the digestive system of 
livestock, compromising dis- 
ease treatment in animals and 
humans. 

Next week Mr Gummer will 
attend a meeting of the EC En- 
vironment Council at which 
permission for marketing the 
GM maize will be discussed. 
The council will consider re- 
search undertaken by the EC 
Scientific Committee on Food, 
the Scientific Committee on 
Animal Nutrition and the the 
Scientific Committee for Pesti- 
cides. Britain must abide by the 
council's decision. 

Ciba-Geigy, the company 
which developed the genetical- 
ly-modified maize seeds, is con- 
fident it will get approval to 
market the product. 

Daniel Blancpain, world- 
wide Head of Ciba Seeds, said: 
“We agree with the Commission 
that no efforts should be spared 
in order to ensure thai our prod- 
uct can be widely accepted and 
be met with confidence by the 
public." 

When the GM maize is 
processed for human con- 
sumption, by boiling or cooking, 
it is believed to be safe. 

However, MAFF asked the 
Laboratory of the Government 
Chemist to see if any of the 
DNA in the modified product 
would remain after processing. 

The briefing stales: “It ap- 
pear that fragments can survive 

and MAFF are now seeking the 

views of independent experts — 
about whether this changes 
their view on the risk of 
processed maize." 



Beauty and the Bruce: Political correctness took a decisive turn yesterday when Brad Rodgers took his place with the other finalists In the Miss Australia contest Attacks on the contest 
led-fo the beauty aspect being ditched in favour of other criteria includdhig raising charity funds. This allowe Mr Rodgers to qualify after he raised A$100.000 for the S pasties Society 


Jewish civil war 
feared by Israelis 
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Patrick Cockbum 

Jerusalem __ 

As hostility increases between 
secular and religious Israelis, a 
poll indicates that 47 per cent 
of Jews believe, with differing 
degrees of certainty, that the po- 
larisation of their society may 
lead to a Jewish civil war. 

According to a poll of 1.025 
Jewish Israelis earned om by the 
Geocanographic Institute, il is 
secular Jews who feel under 
greatest threat. Some 51 per 
cent of them believe that there 
will be a civil war, compared to 
38 per cent of religious Jews. Of 
the believers in a civfl war. 30 
per cent think it inevitable, 40 
per cent probable and 24 per 

cent possible. 

The problem is far more 
complicated than a simple di- 
vision between secular and re- 
ligious, between the fifth of 
the population which never 
goes to the synagogue and those 
who go every day. The melting- 
pot which was intended to pro- 
duce a single Israeli identity nev- 
er entirely worked. In addition 
to the Israeli Arabs, there are 
five distinct Jewish communities 
in Israel . each with its own in- 
terests mid institutions. 

These are the ultra-orthodox, 
the religious nationalists, the 
Sephardi Jews, the Russian im- 
migrants and the secular Jews. 
The members of each commu- 
nity are usually easily identifi- 
able in the street 

The ultra-orthodox sport 
[beer black.suits, and the reli- 
gious nationalists - a coherent 
community with their separate 
educational .system and uni- 
versity - their skullcaps. The 
600,000 Russian immigrants 
are not. difficult to identify, nor 


are the Sephardi Jews, whose 
parents or grandparents came 
from the Middle East and 
North Africa, and whose ab- 
sorption has only been partly 
successful 

One of the surprises of the 
Iasi election was the success of 
their political party, Shas. Sec- 
ular Israelis, highly educated, af- 
fluent, of European origin and 
conscious of their status as 
founders of the state, have 
tended lo under-estimate the 
strength of these other sub-cul- 
tures. Labour, the party of the 

The division 
between the 
secular and 
the religious 
has always 
been at the 
heart of 
Israeli politics 

s&ular. political and military es- 
tablishment, permanently in 
government until. 1977, was al- 
ways poor at sharing power. It 
owed. its victory, in 1992 to the 
support of the Russian Jews, 
who are largely secular, but four 
years Iaier rain just one Russian 
unmigrantfor the Knesset. 

The division between the 
secular and the religious has al- 
ways been fttihe heart of Israeli 
politics .but the victory of the 
right in the -May election in- 
creased teqffinn.- Four years af- 
ter it took power, the secular 
govemmeat of labour and its 


left-wing ally, Mcretz, was de- 
feated by one in coalition with 
the religious parties. 

The assassination last rear of 
Yitzhak Rabin, the Israeli 
prime minister, at a peace ral- 
ly in Tel Aviv also give many 
secular Jews a sense that the re- 
ligious nationalist right docs not 
play by democratic rules. 

This makes it more difficult 
for a right-wing government to 
overcome cleavages within Is- 
raeli society by appeals to na- 
tional solidarity. 

Always present within Is-, 
raeli society, these stresses are 
much greater today. For the first 
time, in May. the prime minis- 
ter and the Knesset were elect- 
ed separately. Political 
fragmentation has grown. 

The large number of polls - 
such as that by the Geocarto- 
graphic Institute on the likeli- 
hood of civil war - assessing 1 he 
strength of Jewish solidarity 
and the degree of animosity be- 
tween groups is itself a sign of 
nervousness. In Jerusalem, for 
instance. 40 per cent of secular 
Jews say they want to leave the 
city because of conflicts with the 
ultra-orthodox. 

Short of armed conflict with 
the Palestinians, the Prime Min- j 
ister, Benjamin Netanyahu, is 
probably agile enough to keep 
the conflict between secular 
and religious from boiling 
over. Despite ihc big gains of 
the religious communities in 
politics, education and (heir 
increasing role in the array, 
there are some signs of cultur- 
al counter-attack against the su- 
per-heated religious 

nationalism and reliance on 
armed strength alone to which 
Mr Netanyahu sometimes ap- 
peals. 


Bomb on 
Paris 
train ’ 
kills two 

MARY DEJEVSKY 

Raris 

A big explosion rocked a cen- 
tral Paris underground station 
at rushbour lust” nighL killing 
two people, and injuring 5 iT. 
Twelve people were seriously 
hurt and three were said to be 
in a critical state. 

The French Prime Minister. 
Alain Juppe, who arrived ai the 
scene shortly afterwards, con- 
firmed that the explosion was 
caused by a bomb and imme- 
diately invoked the emergency 
security plan. Vigipirate. which 
was applied during the terror- 
ist aiiocks in the .summer of 
1995. Justice sources said the ex- 

i plosive device was stored in j 

15kg {33 lb) gas canister, simi- 
lar lo those used by Algerian 
Muslim fundamentalists in 
bombings last year. 

The bomb exploded u( !Mr5 
in the second carriage of .i sub- 
urban underground train as it 
arrived at ihc Port Rmale sta- 
tion not far from Montpar- 
nasse. Eyewitnesses said that the 
train was still moving when the 
bomb went off and that “an in- 
credible fire" broke out. Dozens 
of ambulances and fire engines 
were on the scene within min- 
utes, the wailing of their sirens 
audible across central Paris. 

Port RoyaJc is on the same B 
line of the suburban rail net- 
work, the RER, as Saint-Miehel 
station, w'hcrc a bomb attack 
look place in 1995. and only two 
stops away. 

Yesterday's bomb comes 
within days of Algeria's refer- 
endum in which Algerians ap- 
parently voted by a large 
majority for the country's new 
constitution which outlaws fun- 
damentalist religious groups. 


Alfred Dunk i ll 
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significant shorts 


Channel 
Tunnel 
to reopen 


Eurotunnel was Last nigfo 
given permission to resume 
passenger services. IS days 


Pay ruling 
bonanza 
for women 


r . . 

How come they got it so 


Sv c hris 


after fins severely damaged a 
600-metre stretch of the 


600-metre stretch of the 
Channel Tunnel. 

The go-ahead by the 
Anglo-French 
Intergovernmental 
Commission, after advice 
from the tunnel safety 
authority, means Eurostar 


Any female worker who was 
paid less than a man who 
succeeds her can claim 
co mpe nsati o n under equal- 
pay laws, the Employment 


wrong over Europe? 


(Children > 
to sue VQ 
ministers *- 
over food m 

VIA* 


f 




Appeal Tribunal has decided. 
Joanne Connauehton. 


Joanne Connaughton, 
director of music at St 
Marie’s Cathedral, Sheffield, 
claimed equal pay with a man 
who succeeded her. Ms 
' Comxaugh ton's basic salary 


trains from Waterloo and car was £11,138, with a travel 


a&d coach shuttle services 
could start almost 
immediately. The welcome 
news for the debt-ridden 


allowance of £1,145, while 
her successor was appointed 
on £20,000. The diocese of 
Hallam agreed to pay her 


promised to take account of 
guidance from the F-guaT 
Opportunities Commission in 


company came two days after £10,000 compensation and 
it staged a security drill to promised to take acco 
restore confidence in guidance from the Eq i 

emergency procedures. Opportunities F/immi 

However, the Conservative future. Barrie Clement 
MP Roger Gale said he. still 
had “considerable lingering 

The safety auffioritjrsaicf Rothschild 
after meeting in London that M Qm 

it was satisfied “that the JCclVCo £iOlII 


Rothschild 
leaves £ 18 m 


necessary safety equipment is Amschel Rothschfld, the 


available and that revised 
operating and emergency 
procedures are in place . 

Michael Streeter 


The Pope 
greets Carey 

The Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Dr George 
Carey, arrived in Rome for 
three days of talks at the 
Vatican. The talks will be 


fina ncier and heir to one of 
the world’s most powerful 
banking dynasties, left more 
than £18m. Mr Rothschild, 41, 
who had three children, was 
found hanged in a Pars hotel 
bathroom in July. He left 
most of his estate to relatives. 


Hospitals will 
axe hundreds 


“very tough and interesting 


Hundreds of nurses and 
other health workers in 


The Prime Minister yesterday 
firmly naBed reports that he was 
prepared to jettison the a g reed 
Cabinet line on the European 
single currency. 

Repeated reports in several 
newspapers suggested that he 
was about to rule Britain out of 
the euro for the five-year life- 
time of another parliament, 
but then John Major said yes- 
terday morning that such stories 
deserved the Booker Prize for 
fiction. In contrast, The Inde- 
pendent reported yesterday that 
Mr Major would not be able to 
change the polity. 

That was underscored in two 
Commons answers to Tony 
Blair. Hie Prime Minister de- 
finitively restated government 
policy - and dashed the raised 
hopes of Toiy Euro-sceptics. . 

The Labour leader asked 
whether government policy re- 
mained that, “at the next elec- 
tion you will not rule out the 
I option of joining a single cur- 
rency in the next parliament, re- 
mains unequivocally the 
position of the Government?” 

lb the general surprise of the 
House. Mr Major said; “That 
remains unequivocally the po- 
sition of the Government.’' 

Having given credit for the 
clarity of that reply, Mr Blair 
then asked Mr M^or to endorse 
a statement made by Michael 


Anthony Bevins on what the papers didn't say 


mmI j PM w»»ikeh> to maJce formal dcrisir " Tnr rm f - 

SuMajor to signal B ■ 
g-jUK will not join 8^ 
'first wave of Emu 


IriiesrnariflBii “writ and aeg’noE.^, 


Major plans 
to hold out 
against euro 



Wrong; Yesterday’s Financial Times 


Wrong; Monday's Dally Telegraph 


nhmtMfr left jadated over 


MAJOR LETS 
CLARKE FUME 


jVClarkefc 
Mf Euro 
Jf ar mloek 
wT onM^jcr 


Wrong: Yesterday's Daily Mail ■ 


Right: Yesterday's independent 


be known until the Amsterdam 
summit in June - after the oar 
election. 

In an unusual Commons 
statement on Monday's meet- 
ing of finance ministers, in 
Brussels, Mr Clarke used the 
same formula that ministers 
have applied to Northern Ire- 
land peace talks: “Nothing is 
agreed until everything is 
agreed." 

That meant that even when 
the whole euro package had 
been settled, individual coun- 
tries would have an overriding 
right the “revisit" the deal as a 
whole. 

Mr Heseltine and Mr Clarke 
said the earliest that could hap- 
pen would be June. Interviewed 
on BBC radio’s World or One, 
Mr Heseltine also said that it 
would defy the “national self- 
interest" to dose oft the option 


poisoning 


Susan Emmett 


Seven children are suing the 
Government and other organ- 
isations after they were infect- 
ed by tfo; food poisoning bug 
which has now claimed the lives 
of sis pensioners in Scotland . 

Than- OV rhl' Clnv- 



Heseitine, in a lunchtime radio 
interview, that there would be 
no change in that position up to, 
and through, the next election 
campaign. Mr Major said: 
“That is our position." 

That left frontbenchers and' 
backbench MPs throughout the 
House to chew over the many 
conspiracy theories that may or 
may not lie behind Mondays 
initial Daily Telegraph report so 


forthrightly repudiated by Mr 
Major - until the next time a 
Euro-sceptic newspaper repeats 
the same story. 

Whether the report was 
planted by Number 10, Con- 
servative Central Office, a 
rogue Cabinet Minister - or, as 
one Toiy source said only half 
in jest last nigh t, Labour cam- 
paign manager Peter Mandeb 
son, the result was to firm up the 


Government stance on ster- 
ling. Some lory Euro-sceptics 
had hoped to unstitch the pol- 
icy early next year, with a claim 
timt the terms for the creation 
of the euro were being fudged. 

That idea was killed by Mr 
Heseltine and Kenneth Clarke 
yesterday, with the Deputy 
Prime Minister and the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer both 
saying that the terms would not 


of joining the euro. 

The agreement between the 
two most senior member&of Mr 
Mayor’s government, and the 
rare clarity of Mr Major’s Com- 
mons answers, fuelled Tbry 
Euro-sceptic -and Labour -sus- 
picion that Mr Major had been 
bullied into s iibmissio fl, on pain 
of joint resignation. It also left 
some Labour leadership 
sources claiming that Mr Blair 
was how more sceptical about 
the Euro than the Ibries. 


according to a member of the south-west London are 


Archbishop's party. expecting redundancy notices 

Pope John Paul Q, greeting over the Christmas holidays 
Dr Carey in his library, said: in anticipation of spending 
“Even in our sad separation, cuts of tip to accoramj 

Anglicans and Catholics have to the public service union 
not ceased to be brothers and ' Unison. The two health 


sisters in the one Lord." Dr 
Carey told the Pope: “We 
cannot undo overnight 
doctrinal differences and the 
bitternesses that have 
resulted from the legacy of 
history. But we are able to 
confront them as fellow 
Christians.” Andrew Brown 


authorities involved cover 
Merton. Sutton, Wandsworth. 
Kingston and Richmond. 
Barrie Clement . 


FO bars 
funeral 
children 




Woman wins 
top police post 


Fran Abrams 

FbJrtical Correspondent 


Odd-job man 
is cleared 


A woman has been appointed 
chief constable of Wiltshire 
police. Elizabeth Neville, 
deputy chief constable in 
Northamptonshire, will be * 
Britain’s second woman chief 
constable. 


Mark Weston, 21, an odd-job Britain’s second woman chiel 
man, was cleared at Oxford constable. 

Crown Court of murdering 
his near neighbour Vikki 

Thompson, who was TTfi mpn VJattt 

bludgeoned to death while ■ J-HJLLBX) t^BUW 

walking her dog near Ascott- rww» 

under -Wychwood, j*-®- |JUUl 

Oxfordshire. Budget cuts mean the 

Government wfll fail to meet 
its target on social housing 

'TrlPSlCniY’V niTFriQ for the needy, it was claimed. 

UUlIlb The National Housing 
The Treasury was evacuated Federation said that the 


IWo grieving daughters cannot come to 
Britain from Ghana for their mother’s 
funeral on Friday because their family were 
not dose enough, a foreign-office minis- 
ter has ruled. 

Labour’s sodal-services spokeswoman 
Harriet Harm an^Who was Gladys Otntey^' 
ME made a last-minute appeal last night for 
a change of heait'She said it was “totally 
unacceptable” for decsiens^ to be made on 
- the basis of bqw fond wa&dte/elationsfr®* 
between mother and daughters. The Wal- 
worth Methodist Church, where Mrs Otutey 
sang in the choir, has also urged the min- 
ister to change his mind. 

Ms Otu ley's family say she telephoned 
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after fire broke out in the 
basement- William 
Wal degrave. Chief Secretary, 
was among 1,500 people 
forced to wait outside while 


number of new homes built 
annually would fall from 

60.000 to a maximum of 

45.000 by 2,000, fhanlrc in 
part to a £356m Budget cut 


the blaze, caused by electrical in funding for housing 
equipment, was extinguished, associations. Michael Streeter 
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after she came here in 1990, but officials 
who interviewed them in Ghana conclud- 
ed that their contact had been “limited". 

In a letter to Ms Hannan, Dr Liam Fox, 
the under-secretary of state at the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office, said that 
Doreen, 19, and Grace r 23, failed to con- 
vince officials in Accra that they only want- 
ed to come to Britain for the funeral 

“The young ladies' limited contact with, 
and knowledge of, their mother was strik- 
i ing and relevant," be said. “I am in no doubt 
I whatsoever about the importance in a dose 
1 family of children being able to attend a par- 
ent’s funeral. However, I must balance this 
against my responsibility to ensure that the 
immig ration rules are folly upheld.” 

A spokeswoman for the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office said there bad 
been other reasons for the refusal. Ms 
Otutey, who worked as a cleaner at Wa- 
terloo Station, had been refused leave to 
remain in Britain in July this year just be- 
fore she became ill with a brain tumour. 

Ms Otutey s boyfriend, Andrew Beasley, 
said he would ensure the girls went home. 
“(They] should be here. It’s wrong." he said. 
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Wet suit: A fireman cleans himself of asbestos after a minor fire at the Treasury in Parliament Street,'. 
Whitehall. Chief Secretary William Waldegrave was among 1,500 people led to safety. Photograph: John Voos 


Their families say the Gov- 
ernment failed to warn the 
public and advise health au- 
thorities and NHS trusts about 
the dangles of E-coli 0157, the 
bacterium responsible for the 
food poisoning. 

The children, all under the 
age of eight, contracted the bug 
in unrelated cases in different 
pans of England. They were 
yesterday granted legal aid U» 
sue the Department of Health 
and the Ministry of Agriculture 
Fisheries and rood. , 

Three of them, two from the ' 
same family in Liverpool, and 
one from Gateshead, will also 
be suing the fast food chain Mc- 
Donald’s and their suppliers 
McKcy Foods Ltd. The other 
four, from two different fami- 
lies in Stoke-on-Trent, arc tak- 
ing action against the butchers 
A J Green and Sons. 

Gary Thomas, father of four- 
year-old Rachel and seven- 
year-old Katie, claimed bis 
daughters picked up the bacte- 
ria after eating a McDonald’s 
meal in Liverpool last August. 

“We knew nothing about E- 
coli, this burger bug.” 

Lucy Kennedy, of Howe & 
Co, which is representing the 
families, said a report hy the Ad- 
visory Committee on Microbi- 
ological Safety of Food 
published in 1995 warned 
against E-coli 0157. The report 
recommended the labelling of 
beef products with information 
about the bacterium and said 
that hygjene methods in ahat- 4» 
toint needed to be reviewed. 

In the Stoke cases, four chil- 
dren from two families fell iO af- 
ter eating rare burgers at a 
family barbecue. Their parents 
say they were unaware of the 
dangers. 

The family of two of the 
other children say they devel- 
oped symptoms following a 
meal at a McDonald’s restuar- 
ant in Liverpool. 

• ‘All seven children have re- 
covered but parents are con- 
cerned that the illness may 
have caused long-term damage. 

The Department of Health 
said health professionals re- 
ceived advice form the royal col- 
leges and from the Public 
Health Laboratory Service. 

The spokesman said Gov- 
ernment recommendations 
were fed through the royal col- 
leges to the medical profession. 

McDonald’s said last .night: ' 
“We take any claims of this aa- . 

tore very seriously and will in- Jj 
vestigaie fully as soon as details - 
have been advised to us by the ■ 
lawyers involved .” 

■ Doctors are trying to trace 
20 students at the University of 
Wales in Cardiff who have not 
been given antibiotic treatment 
against the outbreak ofmenin- 
gitis that has JdDed two students. 

No more cases of meningitis 
were reported in Cardiff yes- • 
terday . The results of tests on 
24 students under -observation . 
are expected shortly. Three 
others are befog treated for the 
disease, one was described as 
“critical but improving". The 
other two were respontfotg well. • 
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Dublin pay-off scandal 
deepens block on naming 


Alan (Murdoch 
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The scandal over pay-offs to 
Dublin politicians deepened 
last night as bote the Prime Min- 
ister and Speaker of the Dail 
urged TDs (MPs) not to name 
the former Fianna Bui cabinet 
ministcrwbo received IR£l.Lm 
secretly from Irish supermarket 
chief Ben Dunne through dif- 
ferent London bank accounts. 

Sean Tteacy, the Speaker, 
warned against naming indi- 
viduals outside the chamber in 
a way that might prejudice of- 
ficial investigations. The Prime 
Minister, John Bruton, urged • 
that members refer such alle- 
gations to relevant authorities to 
be dealt with by due process. 


The cheques and J00 others 
to politicians, business figures, 
and a broadcaster are included 
in a report prepared for Dunnes 
Stores, Ireland’s second largest 
supermarket chain, by accoun- 
tants Price Tfeterhouse.The af- 
fair has already led to the 
weekend resignation of Irish 
transport minister Michael 
Lowry over 1992 payments of 
IR£208,000 from Mr Dunne. In 
last night's Dail debate on ap- 
pointing former Fine Gael par- 
ty leader Alan Dukes as Mr 
Lowry’s successor, opposition 
parties demanded to know what 
if any fevours Mr Dunne had re- 
ceived from Mr Lowry.. Pro- 
gressive Democrat leader Mary 
Harney said: “We should be told 
if Ben Dunne benefited finan- 


dalfy from any dedsic«i made by 

Mr Lowry or by his peparr- 
menu" . \i . "Y 

She then asked ' if the 
Thoiseach was made anare that 
Mr Lowry “held a loan from 
Dunnes Stores after his ap- 
pointment as mkuster.” She 
urged Mr Bruton- to publish ■ 
what Mr Lowry said abouf his 
interests when he became a 
minister in 1 994. 

Earlier, Bertie Ahern, leader 
of Fiuoaa FbiL said he was “to- 
tally satisfied” with assurances 
from each of his aforent front 
bench that none had been the 
recipient of the £X.In» London 
payments. Tbday hewHlaskfor 
the same assurances from all 
members of his parliamentary 
party and MFPs. ' 


Virtual talks on Northern Ireland 




David McKittrick 
Ireland Correspondent 


RAH AM 


Northern Ireland politics have just collided with 
virtual reality in the world of on-line commu- 
nications, generating a Hurry of angry messages 

whizzing through the ether 

In an electronic echo of what has been hap- 
. petting in political talks in Belfast, members of 
an on-tfaie discussion forum win this weekend 
discuss ways of keeping a republican c ympattii^ r 
oat of their proceedings. The group’s modera- 


tor; Journalist and broadcaster Vincent Hanna, 
is threatening to resign if things are not sorted 
out. Up to 190 people may take part in Sunday 
night’s electronic conference, which- has-been 
called on the issue of support for violence. 

They wfll be able to vote on a motion' advo- 
cating the exclusion of anyone who advocates or 
supports the use oT violence. Mr Hanna b sug- 
gesting tiiat participants should adopt the 
Mitcbefl principles '— six affir mations of non-vi- 
olence formulated by talks chairman Senator 
George MftcheD - as the basis ttr dfecaWto PS. 
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news 


‘Merry Christmas': poverty behind the presents, grim warnings, advice on bad behaviour and screen wars 

No fun for Disney’s £l-a-day workers 



Action Man: 
Uniform low pay 


Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 

The makers of Baibie and Sindy 
. dolls. Action Man and Disney toys 
have failed to alleviate the “poverty 
pay and appalling working condi- 
tions'’ suffered by many Asian work- 
ers. according to a Third World 
pressure group. 

' Despite a code of practice agreed 
by British suppliers and retailers; 
staff employed by some foreign 
factories are breathing in toxic 
■ fumes and working up to 24 hours 
at a stretch to meet the Christmas 
rush. Others have their pay docked 
.for minor indiscretions and some 


factories still employ chil d labour, 
the World Development Movement 
(WDM) alleges. 

In a Chinese factory producing 
Disney toys, one 17-year-old giri 
earns just over £1 for an average 11 - 
bour a day, seven days a week, the 
movement says. 

Every day Hasbro UK, makers of 
Sindy and Action Man, spends more 
on advertising than on the wages 
paid to 7,000 Thai toy workers. 

Staff making Barbie and Disney 
characters in Thailand continuously 
lose the right to maternity, holiday 
or sick pay because the factory dis- 
misses them after 1 1 9 days - a day 
before their entitlement to benefits 


is triggered. They are immediately 
re-employed without their rights. 

A Chinese toy worker would have 
to work three months to earn the £80 
we spend on average on toys lor one 
child at Christmas, says the WDM. 

Jessica Woodruffe, the WDM's 
head of campaigns, said British toy 
companies require minimum stan- 
dards of product quality to ensure 
toys were safe for children. “They 
could also require minfmirm stan- 
dards to ensure factories are safe' for 
workers.'’ 

Hie campaign by the WDM - 
which is funded by its membership, 
churches and aid agencies - began 
more than three years ago afterlSS 


workers were killed and 469 injured 
in a fire at the Kader toy works in 
Thailand. 

Some companies yesterday were 
commended by the organisation. 
Sainsbuiy, the Gap and B&Q were 
all developing monitoring systems 
to give safety codes “teeth”, Ms 
Wbodruffe said. 

David Hawtin, director general of 
the British Toy and Hobby Associa- 
tion, said the industry was surprised 
by the organisation's “onslaught’’. The 
association had set up a three- per- 
son complaints committee in Europe, 
following assertions by the movement. 

Mr Hawtin said that manuals had 
been issued to factories in southern 


China where most of the toy pro- 
duction took place. Factories were 
encouraged to comply with local laws 
on working hours, pay and a mini- 
mum age for employees. Health and 
safety seminars had been held. 

He said that Hong Kong unions 
were behind yesterday’s WDM re- 
port. Employees' leaders in the 
colony had lost their “power base” 
because toy manufactur e had moved 
to China to take advantage of low- 
er labour costs. Many of the work- 
ers were desperately poor and from 
north and west China, Mr Hawtin 
said. “They earn more in one month 
from malong toys than they could 
earn in a year on the farm. 


“They work like stinko during the 
k season from March to Octo- 
and they want to work hard. 
There are always plenty of people 
wishing to be re-employed.” 

Lee Hao, a factory manager in 
Shenzhen chy. gave another version 
to the WDM: “Those peasants are 
bnues. You have to whip them like 
donkeys to make them understand.” 

Chuck Oiamplin of Disney in Cal- 
ifornia said the movement had giv- 
en them few specifics. However he 
said the company was adamant that 
manufacturers obey the law in their 
countries. “We will investigate any 
allegations of wrong-doing if pro- 
vided with the details.” 



Barbie: No 
maternity rights 






Barrie dement 


Employers should tone down Christ? 
mas parties or learn to cope with the 
resulting fights, sexual harassment, 
v andalism and drug abuse when 
festivities get out of hand, according 
to experts in employment law. ' 

It is no good plying rite workers 
with free dnnk and then disciplining 
them for outlandish behaviour af- 
terwards, according to Eversheds, foe 
solicitors. 

One couple, who virtually had sex- 
ual intercourse in front of their col- 
leagues, won an unfair dismissal 
case because management had tol- 
erated similar exhibitions in the 
past, said Irish Embley, an employ- - 
ment law specialist at Eversheds. 

The classic case involved Dixons, 
the electrical chain, which dismissed 
two of its area managers in London 
for a “lewd act", involving simulat- 
ed sex. An Employment Appeals Tri- 
bunal found that the men had been 
unlawfully sacked because there 
had been a history of “turns in bad 
taste" at company functions. The tri- 
bunal decided that new rules of con? . 
duct had not been property 
communicated to Dixons staff priijir 
to the party. 

Ms Embley warned employers 
that tribunals “take a dim view” of 
companies encouraging staff to let 
their hair down and then trying to 
discipline them afterwards. 

Employers should be particular- 
ly wary of providing free drink. Tri- 
bunals would always take such a 
facility into account as a mitigat i ng 
circumstance when assessing 
whether the employee's behaviour 
justified dismissal. 

Sbe said that her caseload in the 
early months of the year tended to 
be dominated with the aftermath of 
Christmas festivities which got out 
of hand. 

Her advice to companies was to 
inform staff about the kind of be- 
haviour that was expected of them 
and ensure that management realised 
they had a duty to keep matters un- 
der control at foe time. 

Ms Embley who last night enjoyed 
her own firm’s Christmas party, 
said: “It is perfectly all right for peo- 
ple to get a bit silly and a bit tiddly, 
but matters should not be allowed 
to go to far."’ • 



Party season: ‘It is perfectly all rfgrtfor people to get a bit silly and a bit tiddly, but matters should not be allowed to go to far' 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


Adverts target young drivers’ vanity 


NEcbael Streeter 


The Government yesterday target- 
ed foe guilt and vanity of young 
people in its new Christmas cam- 
paign against drink-driving . 

The message, more subtle than in 
recent years, features a television ad- 
vertisement in which an actress por- 
trays a young woman badly scarred 
in an accident the year before by her 
drink-driving boyfriend. The woman, 
played by Isobel Raine, is looking- 
into a mirror and taking off her 
make-up after a night out with her 
boyfriend. “Anyway, we’re still to- 
gether, although sometimes 1 think 
he’s only with me because he feels 
guihy.” she says. “Then again, 1 


wonder if I'm onto with him because 
I'm scared I won r get anyone else." 

Under fire from critics who claim 
that foe number of drink-related ac- 
cidents have stopped falling. Road 
Safety Minister John Bowis said 
yesterday they were following re- 
search in tackling foe main group of 
offenders -young men aged 17 to 24. 

Mr Bowis said that young males 
seemed less concerned whether they 
killed themselves in an accident. “The 
research indicates that what does af- 
fect them is foe thought that they may 
maim or scar someone else - for ex- 
ample a girlfriend ...The woman fea- 
tured in our campaign has the 
everlasting reminder of foe dangers 
of drinking and driving." 


Mb Raine who wore make-up de- 
picting a heavily-scarred forehead 
and cheek, said that in a “vain” so- 
ciety, foe prospect of facial disfig- 
urement played heavily on young 
people's fives. “It brings home foe 
point that scars are not just for 
Christmas - they are for life.” 

The launch of the £1.2m poster 
and television campaign -at the Met- 
ropolitan Police Training Centre in 
Hendon, north-west London - in- 
duded a mock road accident handled 
by fire and ambulancemen, watched 
by cast members of BBC Television's 
Casualty programme. 

A parallel radio campaign will use 
the carol “Silent Night” as reports 
of drink-drive accidents are relayed. 


The concern for the Government 
is foal despite the success of last 
year’s award-winning campaign - fea- 
turing a brain -damaged youth who 
had been egged on by his males to 
have “one more” - the number of 
drink-related road deaths appears to 
have knelled ouL Last year, the num- 
ber nf deaths was 580. dramatically 
down from foe 1985 number of 
1,040. but 40 more than in IW4. 

Proclaiming the success of cam- 
paigns over 20 years. Mr Bowls 
said: “The vast majority »1 drivers 
over l he years have been persuaded 
by the Government’s ... messages. 
We still, however, need to persuade 
the minority who cause such un- 
necessary suffering.” 


Edmund King, RAC head of cam- 
paigns said: “After 10 year* of decline 
foe drink-drive accident figures have 
started to plateau. It is essential that 
wc continue with these hard-hitting 
campaigns and that the police tar- 
get the hard core of persistent of- 
fenders." 

Labour's transport spokeswoman 
Glenda Jackson welcomed the new 
campaign hut re-affirmed the party ’s 
view that it would seek to lower the 
alcohol limit ford mens from SU mgs 
to 50mgs per 1 00ml of blood, in line 
with many other European countries. 

Mr Bowis said the Ic\ el was always 
under review hut did not want to have 
that debate deflecting from the 
Christmas campaign. 


The BBC 
unveils 
a TV 
dinosaur 


Marianne Macdonald 

Media Correspondent 

An in-depth study of England’s Euro 
% campaign, revealing that the de- 
fender Gareth Southgate did not 
practice penalty kicks before the cru- 
dal game against Germany, leads the 
BBC's Christmas schedule. 

When Football Came Home, to be 
shown on 23 December, will be fol- 
lowed by Jurassic Park from the 
Hollywood director Steven Spielberg 
as the Christmas Day blockbuster 
film to be screened at 7pm - com- 
peting with The Remains of the Day 
on ITV. starring Sir .Anthony Hop- 
kins and Emma Thompson. 

Jurassic Park is a part of an esti- 
mated £5m deal which includes a 
screening of Schindler's List next year, 
it emerged yesterday. The BBC’s 
Christinas lineup will also feature the 
comedian David Jason in a three- 
part mini series of Only Foob And 
Horses and Dawn French in The He- 
ar of Dibhy. The festive fortnight 
contains almost 200 hours of BBC- 
originalcd material, with 37 drama 
and entertainment specials (includ- 
ing a new adaptation of George 
Eliot's dark classic The Mill On The 
Floss) and 12 network television 
film premieres. 

Scheduled arc The Finn, adapted 
from John Grisham's novel and star- 
ring Tom Cruise as a lawyer desper- 
ate to escape his new employers: the 
whale movie Free Hilh- Clijfltanger, 
starring Sylvester Stallone; and ShaJ- 
ouiands. with Sir Anthony Hopkins 
playing the writer CS Lewis. Richard 
Gere and Jodie Foster slur in Stan- 
menby. Hollywood's American civ- 
il war version of I he Martin Guerre 
story, and Woody Allen's Manhattan 
Murder Mystery and Glengarry Glen 
Ross starring A1 Pacino anil Jack 
Lemmon will be on BBC2. 

On Christmas Day there will be ;ui 
EastEnJers special, the annu.d 
round-up of Top t >f the Pups, an 
imai Hospital special presented hv 
Rolf Harris and. of course, the 
Queen's Christmas Message ,t( 5pm. 

Bui Christmas is u key battle area 
for broadcasters. Michael Jackson, 
the controller of BBC'l. warned: 
“We will tinker with the schedule 
right up until foe last minute. We 
want to make sure we hav e the best 
programme combination.” 
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High-profile 
contenders 
eye Scott seat 
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FRAN ABRAMS 

Political Correspondent 


The hunt for a replacement for 
deposed Conservative MP Sir 
Nicholas Scon will begin today, 
sources in the former minister’s 
Kensington and Chelsea con- 
stituency said last night 
Notices will go out to begin 
the selection process for a new 


Party's approved list of candi- 
dates. The final stage would be 
a meeting at which a minimum 
of four contenders would ad- 
dress party members, and at 
which a ballot would be held. 

Mr Dalton, who denied ru- 
mours that he was planning to 
stand for the seat hunself, said 
the move to unseat Sir Nicholas 
was unconnected with his re 
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the general election, when Sir 
Nicholas will stand down. There 
are likely to be a number of 
high-profile contenders for the 
seat, which is one of the safest 
in the country. 

Party members refused to 
back Sir Nicholas's continued 
candidature on Monday night. 
The move to deselect him came 
after he was found lying face- 
down on the pavement after a 
d rinks reception. Although be 
pleaded that a moderate 
amount of wine had reacted 
with medication he was taking, 
many people felt the incident 
was the last straw. It followed 
a drink-driving conviction ear- 
lier this year. 

Sir Nicholas told a packed 
meeting at Kensington Town 
Hall that he had given up drink 
completely, but he was defeat- 
ed by 509 votes to 439. 

Yesterday Andrew Dalton, 
constituency chairman, said a 
new candidate for the seat 
would be selected before foe 
end of January. “We are wast- 
ing no time at ail," he said. 

Mr Dalton said foe 130- 
strong executive council of foe 
association would meet next 
week to set up a timetable for 
foe selection process, and foe 
post would then be advertised 
to people on the Conservative 


scribed as “nonsense” the 
suggestion that foe seat was be- 
ing kept warm for the return of 
Chris Patten, currently governor 
of Hong Kong. 

“I don’t think that Nick was 
deselected because of anything 
political There was a feeling 
that he was becoming accident- 
prone, and he had indicated that 
he was only going to stand for 
one more parliament,” he said. 

Among those whose names 
were being mentioned as pos- 
sible successors last night was 
foe Northern Ireland minister. 
Sir John Wheeler, whose West- 
minster North constituency has 
been affected by boundary 
changes. Sir John’s office said 
last night that he was not com- 
menting on foe rumours. 

Other possible runners could 
indude Hartley Booth, foe MP 
who succeeded Margaret Thatch- 
er in Finchley and who has also 
been hit by boundary changes, 
"ferry Diels, MP for Hayes and 
Haiiington, who has a majority 
of just 53, and Alan Clark. 

Last night Mr Dicks confirmed 
foat he was thinking of standing, 
fllrhong h few c ommen tators be- 
lieve he will be selected. 

“Of course I am interested 
and yes I win appiy. Then we will 
allow the' selection committee 
to make their choice,” he said. 
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Community care: MP Ken Livingstone talks to Rachel Goldberg, who Is supported by Norwood Ravenswood, foe new £l?m Jewish learning-disability charity Photograph: David Rose 


Party’s health spokesman says he wants ‘joint consent’ as he outlines proposals for the NHS 


Labour set to scrap fundholding 


Cofin Brown 

Chief ftolitical Correspondent 


PRIME MINISTER'S QUESTIONS 

SCORING THE EXCHANGES 



John. 

Major 

9/10 


Tony 

Blair 


Major was tftsamrfngjy frankand to^pB&it^lt: 
VrtjJd togtyB the Pitaie crcd ft for aa*- 

ac toan a p fr." asBtekfi&raetf pdtfc MtouehMa? . 
jar made Ms canrtnfionaJ attempt-tol* rudelfr 
other questioners, Ws candour wasrefroshing. 
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If he warSedMo]ortDO0ErBhO!^a1o EitcscBjUJc 
fortune, ttieaBtafr grt what hs wanteifcflut H as 
'seams more life!; fa Wanted to eqtfK$at£r 
then his plans wece’ttmioa8blv : acinipeeBd.;T;.; : - 1 


•Labour's plans tor GFf runtflwkfirjg {War 8utisr.HC.flE Milton fayriesj z - ; \ 
•Direct taxation as a proportion at average Incomes (C&veBetts. lab. Sheffield, 
Atta reH ffe) •. .. } v 

•Council tax levels (John Marshall, a Hendon S) . . >/V ", 

•Taxation on the poor (Andrew MdCnteyi Lab- Thurrock) -v 


BLAIR'S ATTACK 


Not so much an attack- more a couple of issues Blair wanted clearing up. He 
asked Major to confirm that the refusal to rule out joining toe single currency 
In the next Parliament remained unequivocally the position of the 
"That remains unequivocally the position of the ^gwwnmaTi’rMKfMaiscaaf 
sat stiii for a couple of moments befae rtsihg to ask wfatliff-Mafor afjaed wttti 1 - 
Michael Hesei tine's pledge given on the radio sa*fa hoars beforehand, that, 
the position would not change. Tfai$ply: "My Rt.floij pdend raid Wat feat 
is our position*. Blair had no thinf question. ' ' I-.;-'.',-.- * 


GP fundholding could be 
scrapped within “two to three 
years” of Labour taking office, 
Chris Smith, the shadow 
health secretary, said yester- 
day in the dearest statement 
so far of Labour's plans for the 
NHS. 

Fundholding GPs, the Fame 
Minister and Stephen Doirell, 
the Health Secretary, attacked 
foe plans, which mark a shift 
from outright abolition of fund- 
holding threatened fay Labour 
in foe past. 

Mr Smith told the Indepen- 
dent in an exclusive interview 
that he wanted to proceed “by 
consent" in replacing GP fund- 
bolding with “joint commis- 
sioning”, in which groups of 
family doctors would be ex- 
pected to act together in plan- 


ning services for their area. He 
made a distinction between sin- 
gle-handed GP fundholders, 
who would be told to join com- 
missioning GPs, and mndbold- 
ing groups who may be allowed 
to continue. “That is one of foe 
reasons why it is important to 
try to take people with us. It is 
going to be evolution rather 
than revolution.*' 

Mr Smith said there were cir- 
cumstances in which fundhold- 
ing could be allowed to 
continue, if it was with the 
agreement of foe other GPs in 
the area. “Ultimately, if we had 
a number of GP contractors say- 
ing we axe not going go in with 
these locality groupings, we 
might have to say, ’Sony, you 
have to'. And there is provision 
if you have everyone else in a 
partnership who agrees and it 
is within foe guidelines of the 
locality group for you to con- 


tinue.” • 

Mr Smith will seek to intro- 
duce an NHS Bin within foe first 
year of a Labour government to 
change foe present framework 
of 100 health authorities, pos- 
sibly reducing their numbers, 
and turning them into more 
strategic bodies with responsi- 
bility for promoting public 
b eaffh and monitoring perfor- 
mance of GP commissioning 
groups. But he disclosed that 
he envisages using foe Gov- 
ernment's own NHS Primary 
Care, whidi received a second 
reading in The Lords last njgfat, 
to introduce pilot schemes for 
joint roirrm rear ming before the 
gradual change tootplace. 

In a speech setting out his 
plans, Mr Smith told a London 
conference: “Our plans for GP 
commissioning would elimi- 
nate the Two-tier system which 
GPfuodholcSflg has created and 


which has fed to many hospitals 
imposing longer waits for treat- 
ment for foe patients of uon- 
fundholders. Local 

nrnnTTikri o ning groups should 
also be property accountable to 
local voices so that the views of 
patients and residents were 
ta ken into account." 

Mr Smith yesterday com- 
mitted Labour to matching the 
Tory’s election pledge to spend 
an extra £U5bn on foe NHS next 
year, if Labour win the gener- 
al election. Herefused to meet 
the Tbry pledge to spend more 
in real tenns every year over the 
lifetime of the next Parliament 
under the tight spending con- 
straints enforced by Gordon 
Brown, the shadow chancellor. 

Mr Dorrell claimed that if 
Labour won the election, more 
than 50 per cent of family doc- 
tors who had chosen to manage 
their awn budgets would have 


these budgets stripped from 
them. “They w31 be shackled - 
many against their will - into a 
form of chain-gang commit- 
tee-based commissioning.” 

Mr Dorrefl said there was a 
raft of unanswered questions 
following Mr Smith’s speech. 

. He said it was unclear 
whether commissioning groups 
would be allowed to retain any 
budget savings and what in- 
centive there would be for bet- 
terpurchasing. 

Oive Parr, of the National 
Association of Fundholding 
Practices, warned there would 
be resistance from GP fund- , 
holders. 

“Arecent poll of fundholders 
showed quite clearly that the 
vast majority of fundholders op- 
pose the concept of commis- 
sioning groups," he said. 

Dr Judy Gilley, joint deputy 
chairman of the BMA. general 


medical services committee, 
said: “We would wish to sue the 
evolution to local commission- 
ing groups is voluntary, piloted 
and protects the best interests 
of fundholding practices as well 
as non-fundholding practices.'' 

Labour's plans to reform the 
internal market include: 

■ Longer-term agreements of 
force to five years, to replace the 
annual contracting round. 

■ An end to individual patient 
invoicing and extra -contractu- 
al referrals procedures. 

■ Hie disappearance of many 
management tasks from GP 
practice level, health authority 
level and hospitals 

■ Consideration of a reduction 
in foe number of health au- 
thorities 

■ A reduction to one-tenth of 
the present number of agree- 
ments and contracts in the 
health service. 


GPs offer hospital cash from funds 


GOOD DAY.. 



...BAD DAY I 



Louise Jury 


Betts -Said commons library 
figures showed that direct taxes pa id 
by an average family have risen not Just 
in reel terms, but also in proportion to 
average earning;. Major replied that the 
figures were distorted by people row- 
ing up the tax bands, and that they 
are £1,100 better off next year than 
before the last election”. 


Cynoff IWis (PC, Ceredlgjdfl and 
Pamtntite) who wassbdwa ttoyeflw'’ 
card tor.appteudfiig-a pubfkrgjHay 
protest sgsinst arms Sales- ttrlridowf- '• 
sia. . • ... •' <-\ .• . 


Edward O'Hara (Ub. Knowsley SI who asked (f MajorwouH con- 
firm that In order to quafify (for all the 25 Tcry taxJortSl a tax- 
payer must have a smaB company drive a vMaga.cac- and be 
dead?" ‘ '••••/ ' 


What was Blair up to? or David Sum berg (C. Bury 5) asked, as 
It was the Bury and Sorter Chamber (XComm er ce^Qgistnias 
tunch on Friday, would Major send Jhemcongrtidatas forth* 
economic success over the pastyear, ’"and bast wishes for a new 
year of greater prosperity under anewOMsenatiwgwe^^ 
Major, to his credit, neglected to answer. .• . . 


Dr Robert Spink (C. Castle Point) “On fee day in wWcfctoefiatece 
is paced with the presence of fee farces' s w eethea rt Dama Veta 
tiro, would my Rt Han Wend send a messagi ofgDodwfll faiwery*. 
one in the aimed forces who wHLbe serving wet.Cbrtsbnas?".-.. 


Cerapfied by.BenSiBBDers 


Fundholding GPs in a health au- 
thority forced to halt heart op- 
erations because of a cash crisis 
have milli ons of pounds of sav- 
ings, The Independent has 
learned. 

GPs in Oxfordshire are ex- 
pected to be able to canty a 
£3. lm surplus from last year into 
next -while Oxfordshire Health 
Authority predicts a £3.1m defi- 
cit for foe financial year. 

The authority's problems 
have forced foe John Raddiffe 
Hospital in Oxford to stop all 
non-urgent cardiac surgery this 
month except in cases where GP 
fundholders are guaranteeing 

S ent. It has asked fund- 
rs whether they will hand 
over some of their spare cash to 
help and a donation of £200,000 
has been agreed. 

Dr Sian Griffiths, the au- 
thority’s director of public 
health and health policy, and 
Nick Relph, the finance direc- 
tor, said the situation high- 
lighted “nonsenses” in foe fund- 
holding -rules winch unfairly 
favoured fundholders. 

Unlike health authorities, 
fundholders are allowed to car- 
ry savings through to foe next 


financial year. They also cany 
less financial risk as they are not 
responsible for emergency pro- 
vision, which has seen a major 
increase in recent years, or ser- 
vices for patients, including 
mentally disordered offenders. 

Dr Griffiths said: “It's not foe 
fundholders’ problem that the 
system is so different, but the 
pressures do not hit fundhold- 
ers in foe same way.” 

NickBelph said the problem 
was potentially even greater 


next year as the authority, which 
holds foe money for the fund- 
holders, has already spent last 
year’s £3Jm GPs savings be- 
cause it suffered a £3m deficit 
last year too. 

Mr Relph sakk “Any health 
authority that has had significant 
savings by fundholders has done 
foe same thing. It is certainly 
true of Berkshire and Buck- 
inghamshire. We're all won- 
deringhow we wfll pay it bade.” 

Dr Evan Harris, a doctor in 


Oxford and prospective Liber- 
al Democrat party candidate, 
said: “This means that the ser- 
vice you get as a patient depends 
on the funding mechanism of 
your doctor. It’s unfair and it 
runs contrary to clinical need.” 

And Chris Smith, Labour’s 
health spokesman, said: “Peo- 
ple are quite rightly angry that 
all over the country GP fund- 
holders are making surpluses 
while health authorities and 
hospitals are going into foe 


red. This is another reason why 
we are going to replace fund- 
holding with a more equitable 
system of GP commissioning.” 

The cash crisis in Oxfordshire 
comes as evidence of the fund- 
ing shortfall emerges across 
foe country as predicted by 
doctors and health service man- 
agers last month. 

Fazakerley Hospital in Liv- 
erpool has postponed all non- 
urgent operations after 14 
patients bad to spend foe night 


Hospital’s wish list draws flack 


James Cusick 


The wedding list, long foe do- 
main of fashionable couples 
seeking useful gifts as opposed 
to 20 toasters, has been adopt- 
ed by an NHS Trust hospital. 
The League of Friends of Bar- 
net Hospital in north London 
has issued a medical “shopping 
list” for foe public in its “Make 
a Million" campaign. 

Where the wedding list 
might concentrate on decent 
china or cutlery, the Barnet 
shopping list is asking the pub- 
lic to raise cash and buy every- 


thing from basic stethoscopes 
to expensive ultra-sound scan- 
ning machines identified on the 
medical gift list. 

Geoff Martin, campaign di- 
rector of the London Health 
Emergency lobbying group, 
criticised foe shopping list ap- 
peal yesterday, stating : “At a 
time when foe Government are 
telling us that they are pump- 
ing funds into foe NHS we've 


cash for basic medical equip- 
ment" Mr Martin also claims 


that the “shopping list” equip- 


ment will eventually become 
the properly of the private 
consortium who ultimately are 
accountable to shareholders. 

Sue Maclellan, operations 
director of the Wellhouse 
Trust, denies foe public are be- 
ing conned. “The equipment 
that is donated to the trust - 
and there is dear evidence 
dispeople have a need to give 
- will remain the property oftbe 
trust” She said that the trust 
would eventually face a lease 
bill for the new hospital and for 
equipment “Essentially the 
more equipment we own, foe 


less will be our bill from the 
consortium.” 

However, she said if the 
consortium did take over foe 
ownership of all of Barnet 
Hospital, it would become re- 
sponsible for the maintenance 
of all equipment and its re- 
placement 

The LHE appears less than 
impressed. Mr Martin added: 
"Ibis whole sordid exercise un- 
derlines the underfunding of 
foe of foe NHS. How long be- 
fore hospitals start' asking foe 
general public to sponsor foe 
cost of bed pans?” 


in casualty because of a beds 
shortage last month. 

The Queens Medical Centre 
in Nottingham has suspended 
routine operations for the 
whole of November and De- 
cember - an estimated 35(Top- 
erations. “They are not cancel- 
led completely, but if we carried 
on we would completely run out 
of money," a spokesman said. 

The Royal Devon and Exeter 
NHS Trust banned non-urgent 
Elective surge ry in August and 
will be performing no more un- 
til the start of the next financial 
year. A 10 per cent increase in 
emergencies would have meant 
an additional £600,000 bill for 
foe North and East Devon 
Health Authority, its major 
purchaser. “They did not have 
the money, so they requested we 
stopped all but em-ergency 
work," a spokeswoman said. 

In foe Southampton Uni- 
versity Hospitals NHS Urust, 
some cardiac surgery has been 
put off because there was no 
money to pay for iL And foe 
United Bristol Healthcare feust 
has slowed down the rate of its 
routine surgery, extending wail- 
ing lists to a maximum 18 
months, to help limit in pro- 
jected £500,000 deficit ' 



Dig your home contents policy out of the drawer, make yourself 
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Caught on camera: Terence Conran’s £100 snaps 



Snap happy: A selection of the photographs of ‘favourite tilings' taken by Sir Terence Conran in his apartment. The Independent acquired the pictures through rf ground-breaking initiative arranged by the Photographers' Gallery 



Elizabeth Wine 


New role: Sir Terence Conran, photographer 


Ever wondered if the snaps of 
the famous come out any bet- 
ter than youis? For £50-100 you 
can find oui. The Photogra- 
phers' Gallery in London gave 
several designers, photogra- 
phers and celebrities throw- 
away cameras with just one 
instruction: shoot at wDL 

The cameras are being re- 
turned, autographed, and are on 
sale to the public until 10 Jan- 
uary. The gamble the buyer 
takes is to process— and lose the 
camera and autograph — or 
keep the bit of plasbc and nev- 
er blow what the photograph- 
er saw through the lens. 

The Independent gambled 
£100 on design guru and restau- 
rateur Sir Terence Conran's of- 
fering and found an eclectic 
collection of pictures taken in 
his apartment in ten minutes 
over a hmch hour. . 

Sir Ibreoce was startled to 
hear that a newspaper bad 
bought the camera, and said be 
was relieved he hadn't followed 
his original idea for an erotic 


Staring eyes clue to 
road-rage murder 


Charlie Bain 


The fiancde of road-rage victim 
Lee Harvey yesterday made an 
emotional appeal for the 
capture of the man who stabbed 
her boyfriend to death after a 
car chase down a deserted 
country lane. 

Speaking to journalists far the 
first time since the attack, 
Tracey Andrews, 27, described 
the killer as having “starey 
eyes" and said that be could 
quite possibly have been on 

“He didn’t seem normal,'’ she 
said. “I can’t say he seemed 
drunk but it seemed to me he 
wasn’t normal as if he bad tak- 
en something.* 1 

Ms Andrews, who was 
punched by the killer and suf- 
fered two black eyes in the as- 
sault, described Mr Harvey as 
“a lovely, kind, generous man" 
and said the couple had 
planned to marry neat June. 
-This is the most stupid, yfle 
th ing that could come out of just 
a car chase," she added. 

Mr Harvey, of Alvechurch, 
Worcestershire, was attacked by 
. a passenger in a “tarty , . F-reg- 
istratioo, dark-coloured Ford 
Sierra late on Sunday night af- 
ter the driver had followed his 
Ford Escort for several miles 
flashing its lights. 

When he got out to conrrant 
the driver, the passenger got ran 
and stabbed him 15 times in the 
throat, body and face, leaving 
him to die on the roadside. 



She said a passenger from the 
car walked up and hit Mr Har- 
vey which prompted her to 
challenge the man. 

“We had a confrontation and 
he hit me,” she said. “When I 
got up he was walking back to 
the car and Lee was lying on the 
floor. 

•The driver walked off. It was 
nothing to do with the driver, 
and 1 want to say will the dri- 
ver of the car crane forward be- 
cause you are not to blame for 
this and I know that because you 
walked away. 



Tracey Andrews: ‘Life ruined 
by stupid and idle attack’ 

Ms Andrewsisaid the couple 
had been out for a drink earli- 
er that evening at a pub in 
Bromsgrove before returning 
via a country lane to their home 
in Alvechurch: 

“We were just followed and 
chased along the lanes. It was 
the case of both Lee and the 
other person playing cat-and- 
mouse with each other for a 
while and then they overtook us. 
Lee decided to pull in and got 
oul of the car. 

“There was some sort of ar- 
gument going on, just calling 
each other names and a lot of 
swearing going on. 1 don't know 
what was said but I know h was 
to do with the driving." 


of Lee’s parents. It was not your 
faulL Please come forward." 

She described how she put 
her coat over her fianefie and 
comforted him as be lay bleed- 
ing on the ground: “I was just 

m a state of shock myself. I knew 
it was bad because I saw a lot 
of blood." 

Detective Superintendent 
lan Johnston, leading the hunt 
for the killer said the response 
to appeals for witnesses had so 
far been slow although several 
names had already been put 
forward for the driver and the 
attacker. 

The killer is described as a 
white male 5ft 9 inches to 6ft 
tall, very overweight and wear- 
ing a dark thigh-length donkey 
jacket. He spoke with a Birm- 
ingham accent and would have 
been heavily bloodstained fol- 
lowing the attack. 
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Language shame 
of top companies 


Seventeen companies and or- 
g anicari nns were yesterday pub- 
iidy named on the Plain Englis h 
Campaign’s first “list of shame". 

Among the organisations 
were the National Police Train- 
ing Centre, Commercial Union, 

Bradford &Bin^ey Building So- 
ciety and the Co-operadye Bank. 

The campaign published its 
first “fist of shame" to embar- 
rass firms' into producing 
leaflets, reports and lenens in 
plain language. 

It appealed to people to send 
in more examples, with the 
battle ay. “You name 'em, 
well shame ’em." 

Amor® the more choice ex- 
amples of jargon were:. 

□ “Quality asurance (sic) 
mav be defined as all the 
plained and systematic activities 


implemented within the quali- 
ty system and demonstrated as 
needed, 10 provide adequate 
confidence that an entity wili ful- 
fil requirements for quality." 

□ “K, at a plan review before 
age 55 (the age limit applies to 
the older partner for joint life 
plans), it is necessary to reduce 
the sum insured, then, within 
three months of the reduction, 
a new plan may be effected, 
without evidence of health, for 
a sum insured not exceeding the 
amount of the redaction-” - Sun 

Life of Canada 

The fist of shame is set to be 
published every month or so, de- 
pending cm the number of en- 
tries sent in to the Plain English 
Campaign. Shamed firms will be 
entered far the group's annual 
Golden Bulls awards. 


Hurt or injured? 

Have you had an accident in the last 3 years? 
Was someone else at fault? Find out free 
about claiming compensation. Call. 

Freephonci 0800 444240 WayandrigM) 

Na ri onal A ecidea t Helpline 






portfolio. “I had thought it 
might be nice to do a Marquis 
de Sade kind of thing, give 
somebody a shock if they de- 
veloped the film, but I resisted. 
I thought there's enough of that 
stuff around already." 

Sir Tbrence took 27 pictures 
of his “favourite things" which 
ranged from an ordinary gas 
ring to a wo man called Victo- 
ria Davis with whom he has 
been romantically linked in the 

gosrip col umns. 

The Michelin man graces 
two of the snaps. “Monsieur 
Bibendum is my hero," SirTtr- 
ence said, recalling the opening 
of his first Habitat shop m 1964 
across the street from the old 
Michelin building, then in a bad 
stale of disrepair. He often 
gazed across at tbe old building 
“with great love and envy” and 
dreamt of it in a glorious state. 
In the mid-Eighues, he realised 
his dr eam, bought the b uildin g 
and put his Bibendum restau- 
rant and Conran store in it. 

Other pictures capture ordi- 
nary items, like his lunch, a piece 
of pink beef and a bottle of red 


wine (“I'm all for supporting 
British beef,") and a smoking 
cigar in an ashtray. Other 
favourite things include an 
African shield, a steel model of 
a lobster bought in France and 
an enormous plane eight feet 
across hanging in a skylight 

Objets d'art feature in many 
shots, including one frame filled 
entirely with a blue wavy paint- 
ing bought from a Royal Col- 
lege of Art student show. He 
also snapped several white vas- 
es, a Japanese rad lacquer box 
and two heads by his friend, the 
sculptor Edwardo Paolozzi. 

Other guest shooters for the 
“One Careful Owner" sale in- 
clude talkshow host Jonathan 
Ross, Body Shop founder Ani- 
ta Roddick, designer Paul 
Smith, Jools Holland, photog- 
raphers Suky Best, Dorothy 
Bohzp, Michael Kruger, Cal urn 
Colvin and the pbotojoumalist 
Dario Mitidieri. 

Ironically, the cameras used 
by designers and entertainers 
cameras sell for £300 while 
those wielded by the profes- 
sionals fetch only £50. 



Mystery packages: Cameras for sale at the gallery Photographs (above and left): John Voos 
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T here can be few better Christmas gifts than a mobile 
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and you don’t pay for a single day you don’t need. 
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Official papers reveal reveal picture of selfish arid indisc reet man who embarrassed Britain I 
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The Duke of Windsor Inspecting a German military training school at Groessinsee 


Nazis 
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The duke and duchess meeting Adolf Hitler in 1937 


Photographs; Hutton Getty 


John Crossland 



I f you're setting up a new business, get in touch with 
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support your business needs. 

By listening to what our customers want, we've 
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The 1945 Labour government 
desperately tried to conceal ev- 
idence of the 2>ike of Windsor's 
ambivalent attitude towards 
Germany during the early part 
of the Second World War, ac- 
cording to official papers re- 
leased yesterday. 

A top-secret file from the pri- 
vate papers of Ernest Bevin, 
Foreign Secretary, which had 
been ordered to remain closed 
for a century, was mated at the 
Public Record Office in Kew. 

German diplomatic papers 
found at Schloss Marburg by the 
American occupiers in May 
1945 had showed up the duke's 
ambivalent attitudes to a con- 
tinuation of the war - sympa- 
thies which had encouraged 
the SS to launch “Operation 
WfflTjWith a view to hiring him 
on to Spanish territory, where 
Ik would have been kidnapped. 
Other private papers relating to 
the duke's peace-feelers are 
befieved to have been secreted 
I from the home of the Royal 
family’s German cousins at 
Schloss Coburg^by the spy 


ofotion brought about by the fact 
that foe ruling classes bad utterly 

rifagra reri thmuefll wes and that he 

the Duke of Windsor would be 
summoned to return to England 
to occupy the throne.” 

De Thjo continued: “HRH 
also spoke of how England 
would become the leader of a 
coalition consisting of France, 
Spain and Portugal while Ger- 
many would be free to march 
against Russia.” 

The report went on: “HRH 
said at dinner, I was got rid of 
by the Tbries, and expressed 
himself with some force about 
the present Queen of England 
[the Queen Mother] whom he 
termed 'an ambitious woman’.'’ 

In a plea to Clement Attlee, 
the Prime Minister, to have the 
Windsor file exempted from the 
release of German war-time 
documents, Bevin urged the 
objective “to try to persuade 
United States government to co- 
operate with us in suppressing 
the documents concerned. They 


opinion do grave harm to the 
national interest.” 

Bevin said that a.diplomatic 
initia tive with the American 
occupation authorities was not 
enough. “We should go the 


enough. “We mould go the 
lengths of asking the US gov- 
ernment whether it would be 


Anthony Bhm 
face after thee 


QL(Iheymaysur- 

cenforysetforre- 


liaty value on account of the 
personalities involved and the 
types Of Iritrigiies described. 
Any disclosure would in my 


wining that the file should be de- 
stroyed or at least handed aver 
to us for safe-keeping.'* 

The American State De- 
partment, through Britain's am- 
bassador to Washington, Lord 
Halifax, put Bevin in his place. 
“It appreciates the reasons 
which prompt the British gov- 
ernment to wish to restrict cir- 
culation of certain documents 
but it cannot discount the im- 
portance to the history of the 
war of the German manoeuvres 
for a negotiated peace at that 
time. It would be unlawful for 
the secretary of state to autho- 
rise delivery of them to the 
British government” 

Judge Jackson, the American 
prosecutor at the Nuremberg 
trials did, however, go along 
with a cover-up by promising 
not to raise the TCndsor issue 
at the hearings. 

The papers show that 


ChuKiull made" overtures to find 
the duke a rote as an ex-officio 
diplomat a plan crushed by 
Bevin after an interview with the 
Win g. Attlee was told on 13 Oc- 
tober, 1945 that the king asked 
Beym- about the possibility of 
the Duke of Windsor being 
made ambassador to Washing- 


ton. Bevin replied that he didn't 
think “HRH should be given 
such employment” “The king", 
said the memo, “expressed sal- 
inaction with the arrangement." 
Archibald Oark-Kerr, who was 
given the appointment, was 
told bluntly: “this is to wain you 
in case HRH approaches you on 
the matter [of an appoint- 
ment], He should be given no 
encouragement." Clark-Kerr 
was told to burn the telegram. 

The pattern of the duke’s tu- . 
ture life, with its extravagance W 
and peregrinations, emerged 
as soon as Germany surren- 
dered and the concern it caused 
a Labour government presiding 
over an austerity programme is 
vividly caught. The Treasury 
asked the Cabinet for approval 
for an overdraft of £5,000 which 
the duke had asked to he for- 
warded to his Paris account at 
Lloyds Bank.. 

Pierson Dixon, senior diplo- 
mat at the Foreign Office, min- 
uted: “The Treasury explain that 
there is no exchange problem in- 
volved but they naturally feel hes- 
itation about the large sums of 
money being made available to 
the duke in France when ordi- 
nary Britidi subjects there are se- 
ver^ restricted. It is reasonable 
I think that the duke and 
duchess should have ampler fa- 
cilities than an ordinary British 
subject It is really a question of 
degree. If they now proceed to 
live on an extravagant scale, ^ 
going in for large scale enter- m 
taining and spending laige sums 
on the decoration of their house, 
there is bound to be criticism. . 
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ment to the duke’s indiscre- 
tions was revealed yesterday in 
a minute sent to the Foreign Of- 
fice via the Lisbon embassy in 
April l943. A count Nava de 
Tajo, described as“an agreeable 
young Spaniard” who was for- 
merly an employee of the 
| League ofNationsJiadtoki an 
embassy official that the duke 
had “expected the British Cab- 
inet to resign in the near future 
and ejected to see the creation 
of a Labour governmmnvhich 
would enter into negotiations 
with Germany. He expected 
also that King Gerage VI would 
abdicate, following a virtual rev- 
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Officer shot unarmed suspect 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 


UoydsBank Pfc. 71 Loatard Street, London EC3P 3BS 


An aimed policeman shot and 
fatally wounded an unarmed 
suspected car thief in a busy 
street, a court heard yesterday 

The case is believed to be the 
first time a police officer has 
been charged with murder for 
an offence allegedly committed 
while on duty. 

PC Patrick Hodgson, 49, shot 
David Ewin, 38, twice in the arm 
and stomach with a handg un , in 
what a fellow police officer be- 
lieved was not an armed inci- 
dent, a jury at the Old Bailey 


was told. PC Hodgson has de- 
nied murdering Mr Ewin, who 
died two weeks later in hospi- 
tal from internal injuries. 

After the shooting PC Hodg- 
son kept repeating “Why didn't 
he do as he was told?” and that 
he had no choice, said John Se- 
van, prosecuting. But, the pros- 
ecution told the jury: “If 
shooting Ewin was the only 
option, it is tantamount to say- 
ing that any car thief, driving 
recklessly, may reasonably be 
shot by a police officer.” 

PC Hodgson was part of a 
three-person crew of a Metro- 
politan Police armed response 


vehicle that had spotted a re- 
portedly stolen car in Barnes, 
south-west London, in Fdxuary 
last year. Mr Ewin ran out of a 
shop when the police arrived 
and got into the stolen Tbyota. 

PC Hodgson and his col- 
league PC Patrick Kelly had got 
out of their vehicle. The court 
heard that PC Hodgson man- 
aged to grab Mr Ewin round the 
neck through the open car win- 
dow. There was a brief struggle 
PC Hodgson was in danger of 
being squashed between two 
cars and he began smashing his 
gun against the windscreen and 
shouting “armed police” before 


to thepassenger side of the car. 

“PC Hodgson took up a 
crouched stance at the passen- 
ger door pointing his gun at 
Ewin. PC Kelly described him- 
self as ... confused and shocked 
because at no time did he regard 
what' was happening as an 
armed inridenC said Mr Bevan. 

TWo shots were then fired. 

PC Hodgson said be shot Mr 
Ewin because he feared for his 
own life and civilians. But, Mr 
Bevan said, PC Hodgson and 
members of the public were not 
in danger from Ewin. 

The case continues. 
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New hope 
for breast 
cancer 
sufferers 


Glenda Cooper 


Muscle and skin from a 
woman's back can now be used 
to correct breasL disfigurement 
after surgery for cancer, doctors 
beard yesterday. 

Speaking at the British As- 
sociation of Plastic Surgeons' 
winter meeting. Mis CC Koo, 
until recently a senior registrar 
in plastic surgery at Stoke Man- 
devffle Hospital, Aylesbury, said 
that “very high rates" of patient 
satisfaction were reported after 
using this method. 

The trend in the treatment of 
breast cancer, the most common 
malignan cy in women, has shift- 
ed from mastectomy (removal 
of the entire breast) to breast 
conservation surgery (removal 
of only the diseased area). 

However, as this treatment 
has gained popularity it has now 
been realised that the disfig- 
urement which it can cause 
can be more upsetting than a 
mastectomy. 

The treatment which has 
been pioneered at Stoke Man- 
deville, involves using muscle 
and skin from the woman's 
back, the latissimus dord my- 
ocutaneous flap. This muscle is 
hardly used at all “unless you 
are a" champion climber" said 
Mrs Koo. After the diseased 
area has been removed, the 
muscle is used to reconstruct the 
affected breast so that it appears 
symmetrical to the other. 

‘ The operation, which is car- 


ried out by a plastic surgeon and 
a breast surgeon, takes two 
hours on average and the pa- 
tient will usually have to stay in 
hospital for a week afterwards. 
This compares with a complete 
mastectomy, which takes four to 
six hours and with a patient stay- 
ing infbr two weeks on average. 

Each, year in the UK there 
are 35,000 new cases of breast 
cancer and 15,000 deaths per 
year. A woman has a one in 
twelve chance of developing 
breast cancer in her lifetime. 
Mrs Koo estimated that this 
lure would be suitable for 
per cent of women with 
breast tumours. 

At Stoke Mandeville, this 
procedure has been tried on 40 
patients so far, with high rates 
of patient satisfaction. The 
women were aged 50 on aver- 
age, and were in hospital for 
about a week. Of those who 
were suitable for the treatment, 
60 per cent agreed to try it. 

Complications were mini- 
mal. A few patients had fluid 
collecting in their backs, which 
was easily removed, and two had 
minor wound infections. In all 
cases the tumour was com- 
pletely removed. “Since 1994 
our experience with the first 40 
cases has shown this method to 
be a simple yet effective way of 
treating the increasing number 
of women presenting with ear- 
ly breast cancer. The most im- 
portant result is the high patient 
satisfaction rate." said Mis Koo. 



BREAD 

A genetically modified 
yeast has been licensed 




BACON AND 
SAUSAGE 

A genetically modified pig 
has been reared In the 
USA with a gene for 
human growth hormone 
stitchedinto Its DNA. The 
hope was that it would 
produce much more lean 
pork per pig. But the 
unfortunate pigs suffered a 
range of ailments because 
their bodies could not 
cope with the extra 
muscle, including arthritis 
and lethargy. Their meat 
has not been marketed. 
Processed ham and bacon 
contain soya bean 
extracts; genetically 
engineered beans are now 
being grown and sold. 
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TOMATO 

In America, a genetically 
modified 'flavour-saver' tomato 
has been marketed. It stays 
riper for longer before it starts 
to rot. 




egg 

Biotechnology companies are 
exploring the prospects for a 
chicken genetically engineered 
to be featherless and nude. 

The theory is that rt would then 
be able to invest more of its 
metabolic energy in producing 
meat or eggs. 


Other common foods 
where genetically modified 
organisms are being 
exploited: 

THE COOKING OILS this fry-up 
has been fried in could, very 
soon, be made in Britain from 
genetically modified soya and 
maize. SUGAR: A sugar beet 
which has been genetically 
engineered to be resistant to 
weed-killer is undergoing trial 

g rowing in Britain. A 'vegetarian 
HEESE' has been marketed 
whose manufacture relies on 
the use of an enzyme made by 
genetically modified yeast 


The great British engineered breakfast 


Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 


Archbishop meets 
Pope in Vatican 

Andrew Brown 

Reli gious Affairs Correspondent 

Rome — The Archbishop of 
Canterbury. Dr Geoige Carey, 
arrived in Rome yesterday for 
ihree days of talks with the Vat- 
ican. The discussions will be 
“very lough and interesting" ac- 
cording to one of the Archbish- 
op's party, but no one expects 
them to lead to a breakthrough. 

Since the Church of England 
began ordaining female priests 
in 1 9v4, it has been obvious that 
both sides have abandoned hope 
of formal union. The hostility 
over this issue was recently un- 
derlined when Cecilia Monge. a 
former Roman Catholic, was 
ordained in the Anglican Church 
in Rome where Dr Carey 


preached last night after his first 
meeting with the Pope. Sub- 
stantive talks between the two 
leaders wiD be held tomorrow. 

. "Even in our sad separation, 
Anglicans and Catholics have 
not ceased to be brothers and 
sisters in the one Lord,” Pope 
John Paul II said yesterday, 
greeting Dr Carey in his library. 
It was a mark of the Pope's de- 
creasing vigour that the formal 
ceremony was held in the re- 
cesses of the Vatican rather than 
anywhere slightly more public. 

Dr Carey told die Pope: “We 
cannot undo overnight doctri- 
nal differences and the bitter- 
nesses that have resulted from 
the legacy of history. But we are 
able to confront them as fellow 
Christians." 


In the early 1970s, scientists dis- 
covered how to move the hered- 
itary material DNA from one 
micro-organism into another, 
unrelated one. It was one of 
greatest scientific break- 
throughs because it meant that 
one lifefonn could be sudden- 
ly given an ability or property 
quite foreign to its nature. 

Noiw, around a quarter of a 
century later, the traditional 
English breakfast pictured 
above is the product of genet- 
ic engineering. All the food in 
the fiy-up has been influenced 
in some way by developing 
techniques for stitching genes 
from one organism to another. 

From the early days, scientists 
were aware that there were 
unknown but potentially grave 
dangers in what they were do- 
ing. Micro-organisms - bacte- 
ria and viruses - are, after all, 
the types of life which do 
mankind most harm, causing 
lethal and debilitating diseases. 

The possibility existed that 
one with alien genes in its DNA 
could make some breakthrough 
in its ability to harm people. Ge- 
neticists were naturally con- 
cerned because, working in 
their laboratories to create the 
new lifeforms, they would be 
first in the firing line. 

But after much debate, they 
mostly persuaded themselves 
that the new techniques could 
be used safely, and a host of re- 
search and development com- 
panies sprang up in developed 
countries, especially the USA. 

Now. in the Nineties, genet- 
ically modified organisms 
(GMOs) arc starting to come to 
market in ways which touch ah 
of our lives - yet most of us 
know next to nothing about 
them. To date there has been 
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only one product on the shelves 
of a couple of British super- 
market chains - cans of toma- 
to puree made from a GMO 
tomato and sold by Safeway and 
Sainsbury. It has genes in it 
which allow the tomato to 
ripen on the vine, which in turn 
makes it cheaper to process. The 
savings are passed on to cus- 
tomers in a lower price. 

But all that is about to 
change, because the British 


government and the European 
Union has licensed the use, in 
food, of genetically modified 
soya beans. The first consign- 
ment from the United States, 
the world's great soya bean 
grower, arrived in Liverpool at 
the end of last week. 

Greenpeace attempted to 
prevent the cargo ship carrying 
it from unloading, but its' ac- 
tivists who clambered on to 
cranes and stayed up them 


overnight were eventually ar- 
rested and charged with aggra- 
vated trespass. 

Soya, a protein -packed veg- 
etable. is found in about 60 per 
cent of processed foods - oils, 
spreads, cakes and biscuits, 
snacks, frozen deserts and even 
ham and bacon. Soya extract is 
put in the brine injected into the 
meats, which makes them draw 
in water and increase in bulk. 

Its arrival presented a real 


problem for the supermarket 
chains - several of which had 
promised customers that any 
GMO products would be la- 
belled as such. For one thing, 
such labels would suddenly ap- 
pear like a rash. For another, the 
soya beans which have now 
crossed the Atlantic are a mix- 
ture. The great hulk of them are 
conventional. But 2 per cent are 
genetically modified. 

The exporters argued that it 


would he impracticable to keep 
the modified beans separate. 
But it put the supermarkets and 
the firms which manufacture 
their food in a “like-it-or-lump- 
it" position, with no option to 
ask for GMO- free soya beans. 

In Britain, the food industry 
has chosen to lump it. hut in 
Germany - where concern 
about the issue runs high - 
Unilever has promised it will not 
use GMOsovn. 
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Co Durham’s Corbusier seeks to 
heal rift over troubled bridge 


Nigel Burnham 


On the eve of his 88th birthday, 
the artist and sculptor Victor 
Pasmore has broken his silence 
over the fate of a concrete 
folly proclaimed by English 
Heritage as “an international- 
ly important masterpiece", but 


derided by local people as “a 
that should be 


slimy old bridge” 
demolished. 

The Apolio Pavilion in 
ftjterlee, County Durham, was 
conceived by Pasmore, a major 
figure of the post-war British 
avant garde, as “an architecture 
and sculpture of purely ab- 
stract form through which to 
walk, in which to linger and on 
which to play”. 

Built in 1963, it was the 
artist's post-modernist contri- 
bution to Feterlee, Durham's 
only new town where, eight 
years earlier, Pasmore had been 
appointed consulting director of 
urban design. 

The “Corbusier of County 
Durham”, then Master of Paint- 
ing at Durham University, want- 
ed to bring some cheer to the 
lives of the miners relocating 
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Concrete bungle? The Apollo Pavilion - both loved and loathed Photographs: North News 


horn grimy it villages. But to 


residents of the Sunny Blunts 
housing estate, which Pasmore 
also helped to plan and design, 
the pavilion and the polluted 
pond it spans has brought only 
hostility and misery as a target 
for vandalism and a meeting 
place for glue-sniffers and 
teenage courting couples. 

Easington District Council 
feels the same way: It is ob- 
jecting to English Heritage’s de- 


cision to recommend to Virginia 
Bottomley, the Secretary of 
State for National Heritage, 
that the sculpture should be list- 
ed Grade II*, taking the view 
that the pavilion has no archi- 
tectural or historical merit to 
warrant preservation. It has 
asked the Government’s Con- 
servation Agency to abandon its 
plans to list the sculpture and 
assist instead in its demolition. 

Joan Maslin, a district coun- 
cillor who represents Sunny 
Blunts, is the pavilion's fiercest 
critic, having cam paig ned for 14 
years for its removal. It is her 
fight to have his pavilion de- 
molished which has prompted 
Pasmore to defend his work for 


the first time since 19S2 when, 
on a visit to ftaeriee, be said the 
vandalism bad humanised his 
work, demonstrating its accep- 
tance by the community. 

In a letter to Mrs Maslin, 
written from his retirement 
home in Malta and prompted 
by an article in The Independent 
in September, Pasmore explains 
that the pavilion, together with 
the lake, were designed to form 
a “non-utilitarian" centre for the 
Sunny Blunts housing estate. 

“One of the main problems 
of urban design." he writes, 
“seemed to me that there is no 
emotional centre like that pro- 
vided by the Church in the 
past by its cathedrals. When [it 


was] decided to turn the stream 


running through Sunny Blunts 
a lake I thought if its exis- 


into a 

tence was emphasised by a 
large sculpture it might function 
as a purely visual centre. This 
led to the idea of a pavilion ... 

“At that time the mainte- 
nance of the building was un- 
dertaken by the corporation 
itself so that it served as a kind 
of centre very well But the trou- 
ble started when children and 
hooligans began to scribble 
over the interior walls upstairs 
with words and images, some of 
which were obscene. Naturally, 
this infuriated the residents liv- 
ing around and of course the lo- 
cal council ... I apologise for my 


design being distasteful to you: 
but 1 had to do something mod- 
ern. Tb have put up an imttaikHi 
Greek temple, a Gothic church 
or a Georgian mansion would 
have produced equally strong ob- 
jecrions from a d^renr source- 
hope, therefore, you wjD have 
another look at the pavilion!” 

Although flattered to have 
received Pasmore’s letter, Mrs 
Masha remains unmoved. “The 
reason why the sculpture was put 
here in the first place doesn’t 
mean anything to the people - 
most of whom are pensioners - 
who Hve here. It is all very well 
these famous artists and archi- 
tects designing things and get- 
ting a fat fee, but ft’s ordinary 
people who have to live with the 
consequences of the desolation 
they -create- 

“All people here think of die 
pavilion is that it is a heap of 
dirty, slimy concrete covered in 
graffiti which youths clim b up 
to have sex on, and from which 
to urinate on passers-by. It 
should be destroyed and for- 
gotten about, not preserved." 

Blain Harwood, an F-oglish 
Heritage historian, could not be 
contacted yesterday, but re- 
cently insisted that the sculpture 
was a national treasure which 
needed to be restored and 
properly managed and main- 
tained “It's an absolutely 
unique work of considerable in- 
ternational importance.” she 
said “It was an extraordinary 
thing to put up in the heart of 
a new town. There isn't anoth- 
er piece of public sculpture 
like it anywhere in the counoy." 



Victor Pasmore: ‘An (nutation Greek temple would have produced equaty strong objections’ 
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Jail warning for stalker 
who terrorised woman 


An obsessive stalker was 
warned by a judge yesterday that 
he feces a “substantial" jau sen- 
tence after being found guilty of 
waging a four-year campaign 
which left his victim in fear of 
her life. 

Peter Smith, 51, a restaura- 
teur of West Wickham, Kent, 
once sent the woman a minia- . 
ture cardboard coffin and on 
other occasions sent her offen- 
sive presents and literature 
through the post The fether-of- 
three’s relentless pursuit of the 
terrified woman, on no less 
than 300 occasions, left her 
emotionally scarred for life. 

Her trauma was so severe it 
amounted to actual bodily 
harm, the jury at Knightsbridge 
Crown Court decided. But it 
cleared him of a more serious 
charge alleging grievous bodi- 
ly harm as weQ as a second 
count of causing actual bodily 
harm relating to an allegation 
that he drove his car at her. 

Remanding Smith in custody 
for social and psychiatric re- 
ports, Judge Richard Walker. 


said: “You face a substantial 
prison sentence unless it be- 
comes apparent to me that ft is 
appropriate that your case 
should be disposed of under the 
Mental Health Act.” 

He added that having seen 
the way he conducted himself 
in the witness box, it seemed 
there were grounds for having 
“concern" about his future be- 
haviour. As a result the judge 
thought ft would be a good idea 
if his eventual sentencing re- 
marks were used for granting a 
“permanent injunction" ban- 
ning him from ever contacting 
his victim again after his release. 

Smith’s campaign of “intim- 
idating, calculated and cruel be- 
haviour" started in September 
1992. The 4&-y ear-old mother 
of two told the jury it began 
with repeated calls to both her 
London home and office. 

Far a while his behaviour was 
little more than annoying But 
things took a more serious turn 
when he posted her a toy-sized 
coffin together with a box of 
matches and a note which read: 


“Burn this, you bitch. RIP.” He 
also started hong in wait for the 
woman outside her place of 
work. Sometimes he would con- 
tent himself with a glare, but on 
others be would block her path 
and threaten her. 

Throughout, he was bora- 
' hording her with letters which 
would one day declare his undy- 
ing love, and on others refer to 
her in such disparaging terms. 

She told the jury that by this 
, time her nerves were so frayed 
she was taking medication for 
hypertension. “It was making 
me feel desperately unhappy, 
physically ill and emotionally 
shattered. I was becoming 
frightened of even going out of 
ray house in the morning.” 

Repeated complaints to the 
police resulted in his being 
bound over by magistrates to 
keep the peace on no less than 
three occasions. But Smith, she 
said, was not to be deterred. 

In evidence, he claimed he 
had believed the woman was in- 
terested in him, and said the 
Crown had exaggerated its case. 
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Collector's item: The dress which Bdand wore for her wedding (above) to Peter Sellers in 1964 went on sale (right) at 


s In London yesterday 


Marianne Macdonald 

Arts Correspondent 


The short, flower-encrusled wedding 
dress worn by Britt Ekland for her 
1964 wedding to comic Peter Sellers 
was put op for sale by the Swedish 
actress last night as part of a bid to 
“ sim plify her life". Acclaimed as one 
of the world's most beautiful women, 
she also sold photographs 
documenting ber work as a model, 
marriage to Sellers and motherhood. 

Many of the clothes offered by ihe 
icon, who also partnered the singer 
Rod Stewart, recalled her heyday in 
the 1960s and 1970s: long, lace 
frocks, sequinned ponchos and multi- 
coloured jerseys. Also up for grabs in 
the auction, held at Christie's South 
Kensington, were leather shoes, 
handbags and jewellery, a brass 
double bed, and Rod Stewart gold 
and platinum presentation discs. 

Collectors could even buy a brooch 
outline of Ekland's lips, by sculptor 
John Cotter, who sola replicas in 
bronze, aluminium and plastic with 
(he slogan “Shut your eyes and 
imagine it’s Britt you're kissing''. 
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Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

What is a graduate? Academics 
involved in a two-and-a-half- 
year study of graduate standards 
have had difficulty in deciding. 

They have come up with a list 
of possible characteristics, such 
as the ability to analyse, inves- 
tigate. create products. They 
also suggest that graduates 
might be emotionally resilient, 
enterprising, able to work in 
teams and to empathise. And, 
of course, they need a knowl- 
edge of their subject. 

The difficulty, says the group 
in a report for the Higher Ed- 
ucation Quality Council pub- 
lished yesterday, is that some of 
the attributes could equally 
well belong to people who have 
never been near a univereity.. 

While understanding the lim- 
its of a subject or knowing about 
contemporaiy research might be 
exclusive to graduates, critical 
and analytical skills are found at 
every level of education. 

The group decided that n was 
impossible to come up with a 
single check-list of graduate 
characteristics, although they 
thought they did have some- 
thing that other people Jacked. 

Or rather they should have. 

At present, the draft report 
says, some of those who get 
low-class or pass degrees do not 
possess distinguishing charac- 
teristics. It recommends a review 
of dassificadon, establishing mm- 
imum standards which might 
mean that students who ax pre- 
sent get thirds and passes would 

not qualify as honours graduaies. 

There would be another system 
of awards below that threshold. 

I, is the first attempt to pro- 
mote nationally acceptable 


thresholds in universities and to 
address concern about differing 
degree standards since the rapid 
expansion of the system. 

Roger Brown, the council's 
chief executive, said: ‘Wewant to 
avoid die situation where certain 
degrees from certain institutions 
are not tradable currency. That 
is what is under strain.” 

Eighty per cent of students ‘ 
are now on honours" degree 
courses compared with 40 per 
cert m the Sixties. “The balance 
of bonoure-level degrees ... 
seems out of line with the needs 
of an expanded higher educa- 
tion system," the report says. 

It argues that there is no way 
of knowing “whether the stan- 
dard of one degree in a given 
class in a given subject is com- 
parable to that of another in- 
stitution; still less whether there 
is comparability between sub- 
jects over the passage of time". 
Universities determine their 
own assessment policies but all 
use external examiners. The 
report says that the influence of 
exremal examiners has declined 
and needs strengthening. 

Another proposal is mat, to 
establish benchmarks for gen- 
eral skills, graduates might be 
given aptitude tests before go- i 
mg on to postgraduate study or i 

employment such as those in 
use in the United States and in 
British business schools. 

Professor John Stoddart, the 
council's chairman, said British 
universities might be accused of 
shooting themselves in the foot 
by poring some of the questions 
raised in the report “Many 
other countries have blindfolds 
over their eyes. We have iden- 
tified the challenges and that 
puts us far ahead of other 
countries," he said. 
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~ ~ DAILY POEM 

F^n Nothing to the First of You 

By Gtyn Maxwell 

Where Nothing wants you, wafls it doesn't, 
howls you imo wretched hugging. 

Kvou from the sea to merely 
S jr™ back half-stiff half-orphan - 

xfjugn Nothing cowered and humpedinroves 

s-fisserr 

undershoe and starred - 
c -.meihine drew you, drew you on, 

Ss&HSSiBS.. 

^rrcIhfngbatJ become expectant - 

„ „„ r ^vii ice and failure, 
vour slaughterous fool palaver, 

Wr inger! righteous hunger, 

2S£Bu death cold, death in armour 
this than Mmgever- 

shakes that dogging dream of something, 

*2£ ail morning 61 |U echoes ' „ 

itched out then out your surname 
to a loveheart, loving Nothing. 
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Think again. 

Are you stuck at the top of the interest 
rate ladder, paying as much as 
23% APR? Come back down to earth 
with American Express. With our new 
Credit Card not only will you enjoy a 
low 16.7% APR on any existing 
balance transfer but also on all new 
purchases. Plus there's no annual fee 
for the first year. 

To find out how we can help you 
do more, call now: 

SSeS 700 767 
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APR faftAf on £2,000 avenge line of credit with fee waived first year- Competitors' APRs hosed an 0,000 of credit with I. £10 fee, 2. No fee. 3. No fee , Source; Muncy Carts. American Express may vary the 
APR; interest rates and other charges from time to time. A written quotation is available on request. The standard interest rate for goods and services is 13% per month (16.7% APR) and 2 .7% per month 
1 APiy for cosh advances, which must be repaid m full each month. The minimum monthly repayments win be 5% of the outstanding balance or * 20 whichever is greater. Applicants must be IS or over. Subject 
tostdtus. American Express Services Europe Jjd, Reg. Office, Portland House, 1 Stag Place, London SW1E SBZ, Reg. No: 1833139. 
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Tyrolese 
enraged 
by cost of 
the drive 
to unity 


Steinach - High above the Aus- 
trian alps, there are lorries in the 
sky. Alpfen Appel, a 40-tonner, 
is passing through a mountain 
cloud. A solid line of trucks 
snakes over the Tyrolese village 
of Steinach everyday, spanning 
u dramatic bridge, on the edge 
of the Brenner Pass. 

-There are more and more 
each year." said Hubert Rauch, 
the mayor, who points to where 
trees are dying of pollution. He 
realises the traffic wfl] be worse 
when the euro comes. As trade 
increased, spurred by the single 
market and open frontiers, the 
volume of goods passing 
through the Brenner Pass 
reached 30 million tons. When 
currency barriers fall, traffic is 
expected to double by 2020. 

Hot only is this shattering the 
peace and ecology, it is also 
shattering Austrian support for 
the euro and the EU. Its new 
Austrian “citizens" see that the 
leaders pushing through the 
single currency have no inten- 
tion of paying for improved 
transit networks or enforcing 
environmental protection. 

Recently Neil Kinnock. the 
EU transport commissioner. 


In her second 
report on 
monetary union 
Sarah Helm 
meets some 
Austrian sceptics 

saw the Brenner problem, from 
a helicopter. But his proposals 
for a £3.5 bn raO tunnel have 
been shelved, because no coun- 
try 'van is to pay, particularly 
when member-states are cutting 
back to meet the Maastricht cri- 
teria for the single currency. 

At Steinach, all the contra- 
dictions of Europe's drive for 
political and monetary union 
are writ large. Increased trade 
has benefited the Austrian Ty- 
rol which depends heavily on 
links with Bavaria and northern 
Italy. There is a de facto com- 
mon currency, as traders take 
lire, shillings or marks. The 
Austrian and I talian Tyrolese re- 
gions recently banded together 
as a “European region”. 
Innsbruck banks will lose 



High anxiety: The Tyrol is paying heavily for integration, with traffic through the Brenner Pass likely to double by 2020 


2,000 jobs when exchange-rate 
transactions end but they sup- 
port the euro overall. Mr 
Rauch admits he went shopping 
in Italy when the lira was cheap 
but he also welcomed news that 
Italy is rejoining the exchange 
rate mechanism. A stronger 
lira may stop his trips but it 
should also stop German 
tourists by-passing Austrian re- 
sorts like his for Italian ones. 

Hie merits of a barrier-free 
Europe, are, however, coun- 
tered by the attractions of pro- 
tectionism in Austria. When 66 
per cent of people voted “yes” 
to Europe in the 1994 referen- 
dum, many said they did so be- 
cause they felt they had no 
choice but' to join after years of 
living sboulder-to-shoulder with 



the former Soviet bloc. Now 
they doubt the benefits as Vi- 
enna imposes “Euro taxes” to 
meet the Maastricht criteria. 

In the Tyrol, the traffic prob- 
lem makes people reappraise 


the value of economic and 
physical barriers. Switzerland 
barred lorries over 28 tons, 
which means the juggernauts 
are funn elled through Austria. 
When Austria deckled to raise 


the toll on lorries through the 
Brenner -Pass, the European 
Commission launched pro- 
ceedings against it for breach- 
ing singte-marixt rales. “People 
are making the connection be- 
tween the traffic problem and 
Europe,” said Fritz Staudigi, an 
offi cial in. Innsbruck. “They see 
goods being carried for miles... 
And they are adring:' What’s the 
point? Why should we suffer so 
Swedes can have Italian grapes 
in winter?"" 

Hie Tyrolese also question 
European agricultural policies. 
They want to know why Ger- 
man over-production of meat 
and milk should be forcing 
such large Bavarian exports to 
Italy. There is also anxiety 
about illegal immigration. 


Three hundred customs officers 
from the Brenner area have lost 
their jobs since EU member- 
ship. Soon Austria is to join the 
Schengen agreement, which 
means ending all passport 
checks at its EU frontiers. At the 
Brenner, according to rumours 
in Steinach, 20 illegal immi- 
grants are stopped a day. 

Austria’s fears about the euro 
are most commonly voiced in 
the simplest ways. People are 
scared of losing their strong cur- 
rency. “People ... remember 
how they lost their saving; dur- 
ing the post-war byper- infla- 
tions,'’ said Mr Standi gL “Older 
people stOl talk of how they sold 
a house and found they could 
only buy a loaf of bread." 

Tomorrow: Northern Italy 


Chirac says Europe needs its own spy satellite, free of US 


Mary Defevsky 

Paris 


France wants Europe to develop its 
own spy satellite facility as a “neces- 
sary precondition for achieving strate- 
gic autonomy". President Jacques 
Chirac said yesterday. Underlining the 
desire of the Gaullist government for 
a European defence capacity that 
could operate independently of the 


United States. Mr Chirac said he also 
favoured the inclusion of defence 
structures within the European Union. 

He was speaking on the second day 
of the annual assembly of the Wfcst Eu- 
ropean Union, the political arm of 
Nato in Europe, just a year after 
France announced its decision to re- 
join most Nato structures. He was the 
first French president ever to address 
the 48-year-old organisation. 


France and Germany are already co- 
operating an the development of a re- 
connaissance satellite. But Mr Chirac's 
proposal went further, c alling for a 
“real European capability in space in- 
telligence” and making it dearths was 
needed for “strategic autonomy". 

The lack of its own satellite re- 
connaissance capacity makes Eu- 
rope entirely dependent on the US 
for military operations abroad Eu- 


rope's other main deficiency is the lack 
ofiaige military transport planes. Mr 
Chirac did not mention this, though 
be did appeal for the embryonic Eu- 
ropean defence agency (currently 
comprising France, Germany, Britain 
and Italy) to become “a competitive 
industrial and technological base”. 

These were two of four points Mr 
Chirac set out as fiance’s programme 
for its presidency of the WEU which 


begins next January. The others were 
the streamlining of current aimed 
forces co-operation in Europe - 
which currently indudes the mainly 
Franco-German Eurocorps and tire 
mainly Fran co-British European Air 
Group - and closer co-operation in 
operational planning between the 
WEU and Nato. 

The tenor of Mr Chirac’s speech, 
with its strong emphasis on European 


defence autonomy, appeared to offer 
at least half an answer to a question 
widely posed when France rejoined 
Nato last year. Was its return an ac- 
ceptance that in the post-Cold Wir 
world it needed the shelter of the At- 
lantic Alliance, or did it see its mem- 
bership as a stage towards the acation 
of stronger European pillar within 
Nato which could eventually become 
an autonomous defence alliance? 
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Exactly four years after the 
brutal murder of two British 
women on a South African 
beach, a 26-year-ofci man has 
confessed to ther killings. Elias 
Naom Sibiya told a court in 

Durban he backed arid stabbed 

the holidaymakers JuBe Godwin 
and Elizabeth Over. both. 30, be- 
cause God. had deemed it 
“the day on which drey were 
supposed to die". . 

His cotut appearance came 
after he turned himself over to 
the police at the weekend. Mr 
Sibiya claimed the timing was 
deliberate. Overcome with 
remorse after the attack,. he 
said he had begged God for a 
period of four years.’ 

Speaking through an inter- 
preter, Mr Sibiya calmly de- 
scribed how he attacked the 
women with a bushknife and a 
spear in their station-wagon 
at Nine Mile beach on the 
utaland coast 

naked and wounded 
bodies were washed ui 
hours later, near the 
ue border. 

had robbed the women 
but four months after the attack 
he said he felt so guilty he burnt 
everything he had stolen along 
with his weapons and clothes. 
After that he had felt closer to 
God and begged him to be pa- 
tient until the victims families 
had forgotten their sorrow. 

Mr Sibiya did not request le- 
gal representation at the bear- 
ing and said he would accept 
any punishment He said he was 
just walking on the beach when 
saw the women and “that was 
when everything began to hap- 
pen”. The magistrate ordered 
him to see the district surgeon 
and he was remanded in custody 
until 23 December. 

Ms Over and Mis Godwin, 
mother of a 23-month -old girl, 
had been friends fin: more than 
11 years. Ms Over, from St Al- 
bans, Hertfordshire, had re- 
cently moved to South Africa to 
work as an advertising executive 
in Durban. Mrs Godwin, from 
Spratton, Northamptonshire, 
was to have been joined by her 
husband Tim and her daughter 
later on the trip. 
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NORTON CrashGuard 


Call our web site at 

www.symantec.com/family01 .html 

and down load your FREE copy of Norton CrashGuard Now! 


PC problems driving you mad? 


- Then welcome to three soluttotw. ' .. 
. that wriU lower your blood pressor*, 

. Want regular check-ups? 

Get a one-button safety check-up 
. for your PC. 

-HealthyPC checks 
for viruses and 
defragments you r 
hard did; to speed 
up and protect 
your compute’ 

Need a helping Kami? 

PC Handyman continuously monitors 
your PC. automatically fixing thousands 
of computer problems as 
they occur. If you nai into 
difficulties vwth a printer, 
modem or other device, 
just type Vi your problem. 

PC Handyman also shows 
you multi-media videos to 
help you understand more 
about your computer, and 
how to keep it m perfect running order. 

Be your own expert. 

Norton Utilities helps you resolve 
software conflicts, scans for viruses, 
recovers accidentally 
crashed files and retrieves 
tost hies. Got a system 
failure? The Rescue 
Doctor wilt put you back 
on the road to recovery. 

Hard Disk problems? Let 
the Disk Doctor step in. 

Now you can see why 
Norton Utilities is the sxperts choice for 
solving PC problems! 






SYMANTEC. 


The makers of Norton Software 


Available from 

PC WORLD • SOFTWARE WAREHOUSE • ACTION 

0990 46446A 01675 466467 0800 333333 

and all good computer retailers and resellers 
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giving a 
bank credit. 


*My partner and I would recommend TSB as a bank 
providing all the facilities we require in a friendly, efficient and 
personal manner. M 

Mr Mumphtoy. P a rtn e r. Humphrey * M Ot mm o il S oS dh r t . 

“T find the Bank’s approach to be positive and constructive 
and I would have no hesitation in recommending TSB to any 
other business looking for a professional banking facility but 
with the personal touch ” 


rth, SV WMnKNtti « Co. 


'During our growth we have been able to negotiate 
favourable loan arrangements and benefit from sound advice 
from a very professional and friendly team at TSB, Town Hall 
Square , Leicester. ” 


To be put in contact with a TSB Business Banking Manager 
telephone 0345 668 668. 


Business Banking 
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WE’LL OPEN OUR SKIES 

WILL BILL OPEN HIS? 


Right now, the British Government 
is locked in negotiations with the 
Americans over an ‘open skies’ deal 
for liberalisation of aviation between 
our two countries. 

Whilst Britain is quite happy to 
welcome American airlines to the UK, 
the Americans aren’t prepared to 
welcome UK airlines to the US. And 
that, we believe, is just not cricket. 

Encouragingly, Sir George Young, 
our Secretary of State for Transport 
agrees with us. 

Whilst giving evidence to the 
Transport Select Committee earlier 
this year, Sir George said: 

“We will not simply roll over and 
accept the US version of liberalisation, 
known misleadingly in my opinion as 
‘open skies’, which is clearly designed 
to tilt the market in favour of US airlines. 
We shall be seeking a new air service 
agreement which gives our carriers 
an opportunity to compete with US 
carriers on equal terms ” 


So how unequal are the terms at 
the moment? 

What the Americans want is to 
be able to fly as many US aircraft as 
they like into Britain’s airports, and 
then to pick up passengers in Britain 
and fly them on to Europe and the 
rest of the world. (Which would be 
fine if there were enough take off 
and landing slots.) 

But what the Americans aren’t 
prepared to give the UK is the right 
to land at US airports and then fly 
passengers on to other destinations 
in the US. 

Nor are they prepared to give up 
any of the incredibly protectionist 
laws limiting the UK’s right to invest 
in US airlines. Even though the US 
is already allowed to invest in the 
UK’s airlines. 

Nor are they even prepared to 
give up their one sided policy that 
dictates that US Government people 
must fly only on US airlines. 


virgin atlantic 


In fact the only so called concession 
that the American Government is pre- 
pared to make has nothing to do with 
‘open skies’ at all. 

It is to sanction the monopolistic 
merger between British Airways and 
American Airlines. 

A merger that would normally be 
deemed illegal by the Americans 
because it is so anti -competitive. 
Especially as between them BA and AA 
control the lion’s share of Heathrow’s 
take off and landing slots. 

In short, this is not an ‘open’ but 
a ‘closed skies’ deal. It offers nothing 
for the flying public. But it does offer a 
juicy monopoly for two of the world’s 
biggest airlines. 

We urge Sir George Young to stick 
to his guns, and negotiate a deal that 
will create a level playing field for all 
Britain's airlines, and that won’t disad- 
vantage either the British or American 
flying public. 

Any other deal is most unwelcome. 
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A new opinion poll in Australia 
has revealed for the first time 
there is sufficient public support 
to change the constitution to 
make the country a republic. 

Published yesterday in the 
Sydney Morning Herald and the 
Age, of Melbourne, the pofl 
showed 55 per cent of Aus- 
tralians want to replace the 


to amend it have passed 
lar referendums. Bul, ace 


Yelets — The local newspaper 
reporter . declined the black 
caviar sandwiches offered by 
. Gennady Savenkov, arms-trad- 
er-trnned-casmo-owner, cater- 
ing for the few people with 
money in the depressed central 
Russian town pi Yelets. “X do 
not want to be dependent on 
that man,” he said. 

. Bm a sandwich consumed will 


Helen Womack reports on a 
post-Soviet route to success 


are stium a minority, at 46 per 
cent, in New South Whies their 
support stands at 57 per cent 


John Howard: Promised to 
hold convention on republic 


Queen with an Austr alian pres- 
ident as their head of state, a rise 
of 4 per cent since a similar poll 
was taken last year. 

More significant is the fact 
that a majority of voters in five 
of Australia's six states want a 
republic. This is the crucial test 
that republicans would have to 
pass in order to change the 
country’s constitution. For it to 
be altered, a referendum needs 
not only an overall majority of 
votes but also a majority vote in 
at least four of the six states. 

This has made the constitu- 


poli has put renewed pressure 
on the federal government, led 
by John Howard, to press ahead 
with its election promise to 
stage a convention next year as 
a fiik step towards holding a ref- 
erendum on a republic by 2000. 

Mr Howard is a monarchist, 
who has shown every sign of try- 
ing to sweep republicanism un- 
der the carpet since his 
conservative coalition govern- 
ment’s election last March. But | 
republicans, Including MPs in i 
the Liberal Party, which Mr I 
Howard leads, have called on 
him in to honour bis promise. 

At 3 republican rally attended 
by 2,000 people in Sydney on 
Sunday, Gladys Berejiklian, 
president of the Young Liberals 
m New South Wales, urged Mr 
Howard to hold a referendum. 
Robert Hughes, the Austr alian 
author and critic, told the au- 
dience: ‘There is nothing, ab- 
solutely nothing, Australian 
about our present head of state, 
the reigning British monarch. 
The monarch’s role as the 
simultaneous head of state of 
Great Britain and Australia had 
its obvious uses when the in- 
terests of the two nations over- 
lapped and were in essence the 
same. But today they are not al- 
ways the same and, in the com- 
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ing century, they will be less so. 
Republicanism crosses part 


tion notoriously hard to change . 
Since 1901, when it came into 


Republicanism crosses party 
lines and among Australians 
aged between 25 and 54, sup- 
port stands at 60 per cent 


Dummy run: Students with an effigy of MiQana Maikovic, wife of Serbia's President, 
Slobodan Milosevic, during a demonstration yesterday in Belgrade Photograph: AFP 


dent from tdfing the truth about 
the Ph Club, or as much of the 
tnrth. as ode can ever establish 
in this land of absurdity. 

Depending on whom you 
ask, Mr Savenkov zs either a 
. greedy vfflain or a hero strug- 
gling for the right to free en- 
terprise in one of the most 
staunchly C ommunis t pockets of 
the provinces. Bat nobody & in- 
different to “Papa Genua”, 
whose taste for nylon sports sints 
belies hs wealth and power. 

He admits to having spent 
“big money” financing the po- 
litical opponents of the Com- 
namist-leaniDg mayor of Yelets, 
Viktor Sokbv&h, so far to no 
avail. Mr Sokovikh remains in 
office, “putting up endless bu- 
reaucratic obstades to enter- 
prising businessmen”, as the 
casino-owner says. 

But Mr Savenkov has had one 
victory as the regional court has 
just ovemiled the mayor and al- 
lowed him to register the Ph 
Club (Hi for Phoenix). “Seven- 
ty per cent of my energy goes 
info the war with the mayor. But 
thank God there are some peo- 
ple who respect the law,” he said 
as be welcomed the press to his 
leisure complex. 

A sauna and restaurant are 
still being built but the casino 
is already in full swing - by 
Yelets’ standards. In other 
words, at 10 o'clock last Thurs- 
day night, two clients were 
moving from the poker table to 
the roulette wheel, from the 
roulette wheel to the black jack 
table, attended by . a veritable 
amy of croupiers, cocktail wait- 
resses and security guards. 


“It gets busier,” Mr Savenkov 

gniri, a rming a champagne COCk- 

raii. “wfe are already breaking 
even. Rich people come from 
Lipetsk, Voronezh amJ Moscow. 
Typically, they play with up to 
££000 a night. But yes, I have 
to adnxit, you can count the num- 
ber of wealthy people in Yelets 
cm the fin ge rs of one hand.” 

There is no doubt that Mr 
Savenkov is the fattest finger. A 
former anny officer who helped 
cany out the state trade in 
weapons to Soviet clients such 
as Angola, Ethiopia and Iraq, 
be his undisclosed per- 


T admit, you 
can count the 
number of 
wealthy people 
on the fingers of 
one hand’ 


soual fortune by opening a net- 
work of petrol stations on the 
road to Moscow, “Undiluted 
petrol’ 1 is his slogan. 

With his petrol business, he 
is indeed providing a public ser- 
vice for. Before him, a driver 
who did not have the foresight 
to fill his tank in Moscow. 400 
km to the north, could find him- 
self spending the night in hk car 
on the empty road, waiting for 
someone with a canister to take 
pity on him. Now, instead of 
motorists begging for petrol, die 
road is linedwith people sell- 
ingvsses and television sets, the 
left-over production from bank- 
rupt local factories. 

Unemployment in the town 
k high Givingwork to 250 peo- 
ple, Mr Savenkov is proud to 


call himself a major employer. 
How much this man. who has 
a four-storey country house and 
a fleet of cars, pays his workers 
is “one of my secrets”. 

Galya, a cocktail waitress 
whose dark make-up gave her 
eves a bruised look, was sullen. 
Tm always unhappy, 1 have an 
unhappy personality,” she said. 
Natasha, a trained nnzse-tumed- 
croupter, was more cheerful. 
“If they have earned the mon- 
ey, they have the rightto throw 
it away,” she said, when I asked 
what are thought of tire clients. 

Hie players that night were 
sportsman Boris Gridnev, who 
has been entered 17 times m the 
Guinness Book of Records for 
feats of strength, and his girl- 
friend, Vera. “Ws have been bit- 
ten by the gambling bug." 
laughed Vera, adding that the 
couple usually spent about $100 
a time. 

“The players are sick. They 
are like alcoholics. I do not pity 
them,” commented the owner, 
who said he never gambled 
himself and drank only in mod- 
eration. Whom did he pity ? 
“Children,'’ he said, adding 
that he gave some of his mon- 
ey to charity. For example, the 
local ambulance service re- 
ceived his petrol free of charge. 

But he admitted he found as 
many ways as posable to reduce 
his tax burden. “The taxes are 
too high in this country," he 
said. “The authorities are cut- 
ting the branch an which we sit.” 

Did he fear the rich could be 
swept away in a new Russian 
revolution? “Russia will not jgo 
Communist again,” he said. 
Then after a moment’s thought, 
he added: “Of course, I was a 
Communist once myself, you 
know.” Gennady Savenkov is a 
survivor, a man who will adapt 
and thrive whichever politi- 
cians are in power; 
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Massacre marks new low 
point in Algerian war 


Algiers — Wfe were sitting in the 
mess at Harrache when the firei 
explosion changed the air pres- 
sure in the room. The com- 
mandant looked at his 
colleague, then at us. “It's not 
a bomb,” he said with absolute 
confidence. Then there was a 
second clap or sound and the 
corporal al the window said: 
“Bomb.'’ On the table, the mil- 
itary radio crackled into a 
mixture of French and machine- 
gun-speed Algerian Arabic. “A 
fourth explosion!" - “A fifth!" 
From aD over the city of Algiers, 
the gendarmes were reporting 
what they could hear. The air 
pressure changed again and the 
commandant stood up and put 
his kepi on. Then the radio told 
him what he wanted to bear. 
“It's a security forces operation 
at Sidi Moussa.“ 

In the warm winter sunshine 
outside the barracks, the blast 
of rocket-propelled grenades 
was unmistakab le- “The securi- 
ty forces have a terrorist group 
surrounded," the commandant 
said. Several gendarmes trad 
gathered in the barrack square, 
all looking south-west towards 
the village of Sidi Moussa, in- 
visible through the pale heat 
haze below the mountains. Al- 
geria’s war was out of sight but 
not out of mind; and certainly 
not out of earshot. Three mo- 
tor-cycle cops - back on the 
roads these pest four months for 


INSIDE ALGERIA 


Robert Fisk' 


the first time in more than four 
years - roared into the com- 
pound. “Things have im- 
proved,” the commandant, 
msasied. “Only a few months 


A Lfe E R I 


ago, all our men would have to 
have been in armoured vehi- 
cles." 

But from the villages beyond 
Sidi Moussa, on the road from 
Larba to Thblat, terrible stories 
are emerging more frightful 
than any that have yet come out 
of Algeria’s secret war. The Is- 
lamic Armed Group (GIA), 
one rumour says, moved into the 
villages on the Col des Deux 


significant shorts 

Serbs gag last Rebels pdsed 
independent tdattack 
radio station towns in Zaire 


Serbian authorities shut 
Belgrade's only independent 
radio station amid a wave of 
protests against President 
Slobodan Milosevic. 

Radio B-92's transmitter, 
which, unlike state 
broadcasters, gave wide 
coverage to the rallies, was 
switched off, the editor, 
Veran Marie, said. A letter 
from the communication 
ministry said it was 
operating illegally. The ' 
crackdown came despite 
Western appeals to protect 
independent media and 
showed the Milosevic 
government was taking an 
increasingly tough line to 
halt street demonstrations. 
Reuters - Belgrade 

Herzogfescnin 
casino scandal 

Joel Herzog, the son of the 
former president of Israel, is 
on remand in a French, 
prison in connection with a 
casino corruption case 
involving the mayor of 
Cannes. Mr Herzog, whose 
Swiss company owns the 
Riviera casino at the Noga 
Hilton m the resort, was 
detained for questioning on 
Monday. The mayor, Michel 
Mouillol, is also in prison, 
accused of taking bribes for 
granting casino licences. 
Mary Dejevsky— Paris 

U-turn on 
mercy killing 

A son of the first man to 
commit legally sanctioned 
euthanasia is now fighting 
the law that allowed his 
father to end his own life. 

Rod Dent, 40, supported 
legalised mercy killing 
immediately after his father 

Bob. 66. became the first 

terminally ffl patient to 
commit suicide, on — 
September, under a 

Northern Temtoiy law that 

permits doctor-assisted 

l^ercv killing - the first of its 

kind ’in the world. 

But Mr Dent said he now 
believes that his father, who 

suffering from prostate 

„. nrer would not have 
lulled himself if he had bad 
££» to proper pgiative 
A-e. Australia s Federal 
griiament is considering a 
which, if passed, would 
override the territory* 
legislation. AP- Canberra 
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Zairian rebels have 
surrounded the three major 
towns in north-eastern Zaire 
re maining in government 
hands and will soon attack 
them, a rebel leader said. 

Jean Kabongo, a senior 
member of the Alliance of 
Democratic Forces for 
liberation (Congo-Zaire), 
said his troops have 
surrounded K isangani , 
Zaire’s fifth-largest city. 
AP-Goma'. -2- > 

New governor 
for Gibraltar 

Britain yesterday appointed 
the former Foreign Office 
minister Sir Richard Luce as 
governor of Gibraltar, the 
firet time in nearly 300 years 
the post has gone to a 
non -military man. 

Gibraltarians interpret the 
appointment as a further 
step in the drawdown of 
Britain's military presence 
on the Rock, and the 
prelude to dearer political 
exchanges between 
Gibraltar, London and 
Madrid. One commentator 
expressed relief that Sir 
Richard was an experienced 
politician and not a career 
diplomat 

Sir Richard, who stood 
down from parliament in the 
1992 elections, resigned as 
Minister of State in 1982. 
along with his boss Lord 
Carrington, on the outbreak 
of the Falklands war. 
Elizab eth Nash - Madrid 

Iran to baa 
Western words 

Iran may soon step np its 
campaign to wipe out 
Western cultural influences 
with a BDl that bans the use 
of Western terms. 

The Bill - the Prohibition 
of Usage of Foreign Names, 
Words and Expressions - 
received preli m i n ary 
approval last year. It 
requires government and 
non-government institutions 
to refrain from using 
Western terms in their 

reports, speeches, 
correspondence and 
interviews. Reuters - Tehran 

Saudis seize 
aphrodisiacs 

Saudi Arabia has seized 
banned chewing gum and 
drops that claimed to 

“ improve male sexual 
performance, a Saudi 
newspaper reported. 

The stimulants, sold 
discreetly by pharmacies run 
by “weak souls" in the 

conservative Muslim 

kingdom, were apparently 
smuggled from Israel, the 
daily al-Eqtisadiahssud. 

Last year, Saudi Arabia 

executed four Turks for 

trying to smuggle 
ShrodfeSac drugs intoihe 

^ay. Reuters -Dub<n 


Bassins - on the steep hillsides 
of the Mitidja - and cut the 
throats of up to a hundred men, 
women and children at the 
weekend. “The government 
doesn’t want the news out yet 
because it will cast a bad re- 
flection on Iasi week's consti- 
tutional referendum,” an 
Algerian businessman had told 
us two hours earlier. “This is the 
most savage crime 1 have ever 
heard oL" If true, it would be the 
most horrible atrocity yet com- 
mitted in the Algerian war, 
worse than this month's throat- 
cutting at Sidi el-Kebir, com- 
parable to the epic massacres of 
the 1954-62 war of indepen- 
dence against France. 

But is it true? Not a word has 
appeared in the govenunent- 
con trolled press, save for a dra- 
matic account - third-person 
and with no quoted eyewit- 
nesses - of the “liquidation" of 
a GIA unit of 12 men near 
Ghardaia. On led Abderbi, the 
district “emir" of the GIA group 
in the “wflaya" (govemerate) of 
Ghardaia, had been “annihilat- 
ed", according to Le Matin. 
The throat-cutlers who had sav- 
aged the villagers of Bouferidne 
were no more. No prisoners. It 
was a familiar story. 

And when we asked the com- 


mandant about reports of the 
Col des Deux Bassins massacre, 
he raised his eyebrows. “We re- 
ceived information that four 
men from Sonagaz [the Alger- 
ian state gas company] had 
their throats cut around there. 
Nothing more.” But even 
among the Algiers gendarmerie, 

‘The government 
doesn’t want the 
news out it 
will cast a bad 
reflection on the 
referendum’ 


the barbarism of this war comes 
through. Just in passing, the 
commandant mentions to us 
that the “Islamists “, “thieves as 
much as terrorists,” he calls 
them - have run short of am- 
munition. “We find their 
Kalashnikovs and lots of [Israeli- 
made} Uzi automatic weapons, 
but no bullets,'’ he says. Could 
that be, I ask, why they cut so 
many throats, to save ammuni- 
tion? The commandant leans 
across the table and points at 
me. “Exactly," he replies. And 
then - another aside, a passing 
comment - he adds: “They 


don't only use knives to cut 
throats now. They are using 
saws, wood-cutters' saws, to cut 
the throats of their prisoners/ 

“Don't believe the stories 
that the GIA has been infiltrat- 
ed," another officer says. “If it 
had been, we would have won 
the war by now. A year ago, at 
the presidential elections, they 
pardoned about 1000 prisoners 
and let them out of jaiL Many 
were intimidated back into the 
GIA. They’ve just freed anoth- 
er 60 or so men and we've been 
told to keep an eye on them. But 
they live outside Blida and it's 
bard enough to get into some of 
those places, let alone watch the 
guys we want to watch." 

Back in the capital, the sto- 
ries start again. There are an- 
other 21 dead civilians in a 
village south of the capital, an 
Algerian journalist says. Another 
11 people were slaughtered in 
Barakiai the weekend. At least 
one GIA group is retreating 
through the Mindja hills, setting 
mines behind them. 

And I remember what the 
commandant said as we sipped 
coffee in his mess. “1 saw a 
schoolgirl in the Biida morgue 
who had had her throat cul I 
don't know if it's true what 
they said, that her murderers cut 
“GIA" on her band. 1 didn't see 
her hands. But I saw her head. ! 
They had almost completely i 
severed it from her body.” I 
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Protest flag: Rangoon Institute of Technology students 
staging an all-night rally in the city Photograph: Reuters 


Burma 

protest 

arrests 


Rangoon, Burma (API — The 
militun- government blamed 
"political elements" yesterday 

for inciting one of Burma's 
largest protests in years. An un- 
known number of protesters are 
thought to be in detention. 

Police, meanwhile, erected 
roadblocks on streets leading to 
pro-democracy leader Aung 

San Suu Kyi's home, stopping 
journalists in the Burmese cap- 
ital from meeting her. It was un- 
known how long the burners 
would remain in place. 

There appeared to be no 
dear link between the demon- 
stration by about 1,000 students 
nn Monday and Ms Suu Kvi's 
movement, though the Nobel 
Ptetce Prize winner was quoted 
by the BBC as saying they had 
a shared opposition tu injustice. 

The protesters, mostly from 
the Rangoon Institute ofTcdi- 
nology, had staged a sit-in at 
Rangoon University and had 
marched around the capital 
all night, at one point slopping 
outside the US Embassy; 

They seemed divided between 
those stressing calls Tor freedom 
and human rights and the ma- 
jority stressing non-political 
demands, such as urging the 
government to grant students 
more independence and inves- 
tigate police brutality. 

Ms Suu Kyi said yesterday: 
“I would like the world to know 
that the repression in Burma is 
getting worse. 







FUJITSU TlOO 

*§ Pentium processor lOOMhz, 16Mb 


BUY NOW 
PAY NEXT 
SEPTEMBER* 


m.:.\ 

-tot I 

a*:: I ( 20 % dfpstfc :«!•«« 



9 NVOMTHS 






Ml 21 S with 1 ,6Gb Hard Disk 

Pentium 0 processor 120Mhz, 16Mb 



Wbfars Eituauumat b mta nd Mbnwft Qaan 




FUJITSU N1515 'with 2.0Gb Hard Disk 

Pentium® processor 150MHz, 16Mb 



WE HAVE SELECTED A TOP RANGE OF 
HEW GENERATION, HIGH SPEC TOP BRAND 
MULTIMEDIA PC's TO MEET ALL 
YOUR FAMILY'S REQUIREMENTS WITH: 

▲ 16 MEGABYTES OF RAM 

▲ PENTIUM P 100 PROCESSOR OR BETTER 

▲ AUL INTERNET READY 

▲ FRIENDLY AND HELPFUL ADVICE 
A EASY PAYMENT TERMS 

A SIMPLY PLUG IN TO PLAY AND LEARN 
A TELEPHONE HELPLINE 
A FREE 12 MONTH IN-HOME S&VKWG 


COMPAQ PRESAJRIO 4110 

Pentium® processor 120MHz, 16Mb 


A Stylish desktop design 


A Pentfon*’ protwser ITOMkz 


A 16Mb of RAM A lottnel Ready 


A 1.6Gb tod Disk A Six Speed CMQM Dme 


v A 316/M-4VPs Data /Fax /Voire Mode 


,'A 5 kahg software titles radotfiog: 
Widows '95, Microsoft Works and Enarts 


' . A Hone 

- — . C b u— BMlWB 

Centro afiows PC 
to hmtiea as a 

cod 



Hard Disk 


A 8 Sptcd CD-ROM Driig A 2&6/14.4 BPS Dmo/ftn/Vnice BUdao 
A 12 software filet bdodta WWows™ '95, Miowoff Weds, Mkresofl M rf 
Widows™ Lite l A- a t EnnitoiMdliBBTOiftOceflP 


A PC am dso fnadioa as 




PLUS OVER 400 CD-ROM SOFTWARE TITLES IN ALL STORES! 



YOU CAN TKUST US 
BCCAUSt Wt ONLY Sill 
TOP BUM COMPUTERS! 


SB SUB 

HWICMCMwVItGaillAlCI 
Owmani o. AS fat* War 
UWMtCXKOl MaSW^Jl 
■HWT OIOSS eye a*"** c— • 
■MUOMIbHbM. 
WOMNB1b.nO*. 

r «BWM W«B 

.nR3» iMKhm n>A « A<2< 


'^ottAmureoMouiH dm wa, 
MAmBMuyteod 
nVBMM feawg (Ucg Bacri fwt 
MMWKY Oa AZS9 XbcImM. Aoport 
SOUTHAMPTON O* bn 

EflST jureui 

WJI M WOUBi i Qn iflun. hufand 


scotuusp 


I |Wn,W- Hark. 


WMB > WBT 

MflNDON Junare A4l» 04?. 
nTMOUmvwmHtoaaxr C 
warn Ju*ctsn I* MS 

CAftftrrCByCmta. 

SWUOUOtCnH 

BUWCIRBBiwJhnl 


noosisfcHy. 

asswtfai-- 

ttwjBtti kudo logo and Motion in 

Tr US — r 


“•Wn-wtJJnWi 

bimf Q»*33MBiBnh.vlWti, BtoJ 

MNwwwaTcS. 

ms 

TtmOwi* 

“■am* *»»»**. 

HANur/noa cm*, p*s 


h,kB, w ,5h 2E2SliSr!‘ 1BM ^ 1 , swamsia o, C-*- 

p - jyrw nn "tHtHbIW k TOMS* 

"_Y.. . t l r_. r_.i. DOMMOTK-nsassaa i*-*™. 

WIMWMm . i r’i- .^J m— ■*. — -*■ 
wmmiwKr EoftH F ork o n hfl»Sn S — n 

UNCOtN TnosibxxJeflftitMVtalfr 

feMTON 5J PtatoreWorlOOO*! YC*JC CU«*>Moc NaAdUo 

Jo M)h8l<xJaid& 

oasret 5-Jcwi U (ASMS] 

iaDsreuorooBJ>«M>^«J)M^ 
MANCWSTHIOnxJWKOcat>t»3 HUU.C4 >Cmo» 

s warow 

SSSri 3 »=*“ TBT <? ^ m 


11 *** tio (tin. r-Jo- loo WA bo 


■pp—wg Wi wJ mrefcAl ire pe*cm dlfc>tMl *d p<rh>w at 7 cfciy i pi«rfcnM 

afp OI 4 m hn of fMdm Tavi V U» mf»m emmaf ba mnri « odefoan le pix« maadimj 


'xoysaus 

OPEN 9 'TIL 

lOPM 

MON - SAT 
SUN 1 1 'til 5 pm 

ijtfikw, Ftfeikvoft. anJ Lkmite 

Sun 7 i3 

VIFW THE NEW TOYS “R M US 
INTERNET CATALOGUE ON: 
http:// www.toy srus .<o .u k 


rvi '>drr ortn. 


a (mtl lunpln 

tiJluHtt 1 SbuiiIUIBV rimf-a i T«L 
.TJ .! i* 4« e’lfi * nw*' rs. irnwnti br 
‘Wa t r‘ O’. JT1 K ,ou dnijr 
i-i i? tin's .iitiiii »J k itaii^il Ul im 
[,* tA-ej : B 1 J SC *iji4S 

vti-c’J* t*S 

nnaUr I > '-'t .V wwn 
g.:iu51r m itgw,: Pbii™* It 
«tw l..,-, T ft r. o tirds hiSf 


APR27.8% 

irUMTOl /&J 

ANY /' 


"PC Has Soling VlO ■ Dec *96 











.1 


■•we* -_.V 


» . 

international 


TOW TVTffiPBNDENT * WFT>^SPAY 4 DECEMBER 1 S 96 * 


Chinese 


to evict 


migrant 

families 


Teresa Poole 

Peking 


The ability of an army of mi- 
grant workers to slip through 
the net of China's tough popu- 
lation controls has prompted a 
crackdown in the booming 
southern city of Shenzhen, 
where 906 migrant families are 
being thrown out of town with 
two weeks' notice because they 
have exceeded the permitted 
birth rate. 

The Peking Economic Daily 
yesterday reported that the 
Shenzhen city authorities had 
confiscated the migrants’ resi- 
dence certificates, revoked their 
labour permits and business li- 
cences, and ordered the hous- 
ing department to stop renting 
apartments and shops to them. 

All city residents in ffrina 
must have a hukou , or house- 
hold registration, and when mi- 
grants arrive and settle in an 
urban area they must obtain a 
temporary registration. The 906 
families will probably return to 
their rural home villages, or 
move to another coastal city. 

The penalty for breaking 
family-planning regulations can 
be severe. In impoverished ar- 
eas. peasants face having their 
houses demolished. In dties, 
punishments are heavy fines and 
demotion at work. In April this 
year, a Peking court fined one 
couple 50.000 yuan (£4.000) 
for having a second dukL Hu- 
man rights groups have docu- 
mented cases of forced abort- 
ions and sterilizations. 

The government is desperate 
to make sure China's population 
does not exceed 1.3 ballon by 
2,000. The strict population- 
control policy permits one child 


factories and construction sites 
is available. Their mobility has 
meant they have escaped many 
of the famify-planning restric- 
tions imposed on the indigenous 
city population and static rur- 
al inhabitants. 

Wang Guoqing, the Family 
Planning Commission policy 
director, said: "The transient 
population in keeps growing be- 
cause most members in this 
group are of reproductive age, 
and many stay away from their 
home towns for a long Cape." 

According to regulations, the 
migrant worker’s home town 
and his or her new place of res- 
idence in theory share respon- 
sibility for compliance with 
family pl anning re gulat ions. In 
practice, neither is likely to be 
monitoring the situation. Mi- 
grant workers often rent accom- 
modation through private land- 
lords, and move from job to job, 



Peking alarmed as 
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escaping the stria vigilance of 
permanent city residents who 


T i. ■■ itiwy 


per couple in cities, and usual- 
ly two in the countryside. How- 
ever, China has up to 100 
million rural workers who over 
the past decade have moved 
into the dties and fast-growing 
coastal regions where work in 


permanent city residents who 
must ob tain permission from 
their “work units” to marry or 
to get pregnant. 

The fact that the Shenzhen 
case was reported in the Peking 
Economic Daify probably means 
the city government is eager to 
demonstrate to Felting that it is 
cracking down on Illicit births. 
Shenzhen, bordering Hong 
Kong and die site of China’s fist 
Special Economic Zone, is one 
of the richest parts of the coun- 
try. In such regions, wealthy rur- 
al families are now opting to pay 
the fines or the bribes necessary 
in order to enable them to 
have more children. 

China’s famil y p lanning pro- 
gramme has been widely criti- 
cized by Western countries for 
its punitive nature. Over the 
past year, the government has 
admitted it has failed to con- 
vince peasant families of the 
benefits of fewer children, and 
now says it is putting more em- 
phasis on linking family plan- 
ning to alleviation of poverty. 
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Ansai — In Chenguan township, 
north-west China, Kang Xisai 
was one of the casualties of Chi- 
na's cash-strapped rural educa- 
tion system. He did not start 
school until he was nine years 
old because his family was “too 
poor” to afford die fees, he said. 
And when his parents finally 
scraped together the money, 
there was only the basic village 
school, with jnst three teachers. 

Dining the early Communist 
era in China, rudimentary 
schooling was provided free to 
the nation's children as part of 
the so-called “iron rice bowl” 
welfare system. It was not fan- 
cy, but at least it was free. But 
when economic reform took 
bold in the Eighties, the schools 
found themselves desperate for 
money. State funding was no 
longer sufficient, and even when 
money was available it was of- 
ten illegally diverted by local 
gove rnm ents away from sdiools 
and into speculative business 
schemes. Across the country, in- 
duding tiie poorest areas, par- 
oats were suddenly introduced 
to a new concept - the bill for 
school fees. 

Aware of growing resent- 
ment, especially in pora rural re- 
gions, China has now launched 
a nationwide inspection of all 
schools to stop widespread 
overcharging of fees. It is com- 
monplace for parents to be 
charged for anything from tu- 
ition, books, desk space, elec- 
tricity and heating, even to 
rubbish disposal. 

The government is alarmed 
at the large number of children, 

especially girls, in poor rural ar- 
eas who have dropped out of 
school because of illegal fees 
charged ty a rundown rural ed- 
ucation system. The inspection 
of fees in primary and middle 
schools wm “pro tea social sta- 
bility,” the Ptople’s Daify said 
last month. 

While China has become 
much richer over the past 
decade, government spending 


Nationwide inspection is launched 
to stem emptying of classes in 
poor regions. Teresa Poole reports 


of diverting money to “tbe con- 
struction of auditoriums, 
amusement M's (and] hotels". 
Last June, according to the 
National People’s Congress, 
unpaid teachers' salaries 
amounted to 290 million yuan 
(£23 2m). 

Bylaw, chil dren should have 
at least nine years’ education in 

Phiria but in rural areas this is " 
rarely the reality. Kang is now 
a very short and thin 13-year- 
old. He has only one set of 


booming southern region next 
to Hong Kong. It pul in 300.000 
yuan (£24,000), and the Ansai 
county government provided 
doubfe that amount. Now the 


school has almost 1,000 pupils 
between seven and thirteen 


years old, two-thirds of them 
from local peasant villages. 
Gao Qi, a teacher, said: "In 


the past, before this school 
some children only finished 
grade three or four, and then 


dropped out/ 

The headteacher, Yang Ting, 

39, added “It is because parents 
do not think that education is 
very important. And because of 
poverty, so the kids just help the 
parents working in the house- 
hold or field instead of going to 
school.” 

The Hope schools, one likes 
to assume, are the least likely 
to be ripping off their students 
by charging extra fees. The of- 
ficial rate at Pinghu is 28 yuan 
(£2) per term for tuition, and 
about 40 yuan (£3) a year for 
textbooks. But even this ap- 
parently low level of charges is 
not negligible in an area where, 
according to the headmaster, 
annual per capita income is just 
800 yuan (£64). In this very poor 
area of China, Pinghu school 
still relies on parents to provide 
one-third of the annual budget 
through their fees. Young Kang 
said that his parents still found 
it “difficult" to pay. 

Nor has Pinghu escaped fi- 
nancial constraints. There are 
at feast 60 children per dass, and 
the teachers all have to share 
one workroom. The headmas- 
ter groaned: “We don’t have 
enough classrooms, and if we 


Parents are 
charged for 
tuition, books, 
desk space, 
heating, even 
rubbish disposal 


clothes - a dirty jacket, frayed 
trousers, and an old waistcoat 
with broken buttons. He must 
go the whole winter without 

washing, because there is only 
the freezing river. But in one im- 
portant respect, Kang’s life has 
taken a big step in the right di- 
rection: he now goes to a prop- 
er school. 

Since it opened last year. 


aided Pinghu Hope School in 
Chcnguan township, just five 
miles from his home in the im- 
poverished north of Shaanxi 


has slowly declined as a pro- 
portion of gross national prod- 


Wlnter sport: Two hopefuls join enthusiasts at the moat around Peking's Forbidden 
City yesterday for the start of the highly popular ice-fishing season Photograph: AFP 


portion of gross national prod- 
uct to just £46 per cent in 1995, 
well below the target of 4 per 
cenL And not all that money 
ends up where it should; the 
State Education Commission 


Hope, a state-backed charity set 
up m 1989 toga drop-outs back 
to schooL especially m the 
countryside. Project Hope has 
opened more than 2^00 rural 
schools mostly in north-west and 
south-west China, and claims to 
have returned 1.25 million chil- 
dren to the classroom. 

The three-storey Pinghu 
school was sponsored by a 
township in. Shenzhen, the 


employ more teachers we will 
have financial difficulties. We 
can’t get more money from the 
county government." 

Young Kang, however, is one 
satisfied customer who now has 
a goal which would have been 
unthinkable 18 months ago. 
“My family wili try their best to 
send me to middle school,” he 
boasted. 


Bosnia risks foreign-aid drought 


Reuters — Bosnia’s ethnic 
communities will receive only a 
trickle of foreign aid to help re- 
build their shattered counfry 
unless they start complying with 
the terms of the Dayton peace 
treaty, British officials said 
yesterday. 

The officials, peaking the day 
before the start of a London 
conference, to be attended by 


foreign ministers and aid agency 
representatives, to fake stock of 
the year-old Bosnian peace 
process, said the nation’s Serb 
Republic and the Muslim-Croat 
Federation were badly behind 
the schedule agreed at Dayton 
a year ago. . 

“Those [Bosnian] entities 
that do not follow those re- 
quirements will find themselves 


at a disadvantage when it 
comes to other areas of imple- 
mentation," an official said. 

Hie various sides were ham- 
pering freedom of movement, 
the officials added, preventing 
refugees from returning home, 
committing human rights abus- 
es, refusing to hand over war 
criminals and not complying 
with anns-control reductions. 
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Scrutiny is the best recipe for avoiding food scares 


T here’s nothing like a little tam- 
per with nature to set the public 
panicking. From the Bible to 
Shakespeare, from Jehovah's Witnesses 
to organic food enthusiasts, our history 
and culture drip with the notion that 
the natural order knows best Myths of 
nature’s vengeance run deep. The rot 
began in Hamlet’s Denmark because 
Ham's mum upturned the royal and 
family order. Prometheus endured the 
wrath of Zeus because he dared disrupt 
the human and godly order by ste aling 
fire for human use. Throughout our 
history and mythology, h uman beings 
have been punished when they arro- 
gantly overstepped the line to organ- 
ise tire world for their own convenience. 

So-called modern diseases such as 
repetitive strain injury and chronic 
fatigue syndrome are explained away 
as the self-inflicted consequences of our 
hectic lifestyle. Cancers are attributed 
to everything from nuclear power to 
pesticides, but always to man-made, 
“unnatural" phenomena. When the 
focus is food, we become even more 
emotional. After all, (apart, perhaps, 
from sex) nothing is more central to our 
culture than eating and to our most 
important soda! rituals. The idea that 
we can be poisoned by performing one 
of the most basic and simply pleasur- 
able of anim al acts confuses us deeply. 
So, most recently, the BSE disaster has 
lent support to the “nature-is-sacred” 
point of view. After all, BSE might 


never have spread had bovine herbi- 
vores not been forced to become can- 
nibalistic carnivores. 

No wonder then that the prospect of 
genetically engineered food raises such 
suspicion. Here we go tampering again 
Already we find that genetically engi- 
neered maize fed to cows could jeop- 
ardise the safety of our beef What fur- 
ther dark forces will we unleash if we 
meddle with DNA? 

The problem is, we cannot blame sci- 
ence for food health scares - we can 
only blame ourselves. The problem lies 
not in our science, but with our lifestyle 
and our public institutions. Yet twist- 
ing and tweaking the genes of the 
supermarket tomatoes should be no 
more controversial than any other 
form of scientific research. Like any 
other product - a new medicine, a pes- 
ticide, a new sweetener - these genetic 
vegetables should undergo strict and 
rigorous testing. However, if the 
research delivers some thing that works, 
such as cheap but tasty tomatoes avail- 
able all year round, then we should wel- 
come it with enthusiasm. Scientific 
progress has brought us cheap food of 
countless varieties, widening our choice 
and helping many of us live healthier 
and more interesting lives. The fact that 
meat and vegetables are intensively 
fanned is exactly what makes them 
affordable, and allows many busy peo- 
ple on tight budgets to maintain a bal- 
anced diet, and allows less well-off peo- 
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pie to spend more of their money on 
other things. 

But that doesn’t mean we don’t have 
a genuine and growing food problem. 
We do. Food poisoning cases are on the 
increase; from 63,000 in 1992 to 82,000 
in 1994. Even if people are becoming 
more willing to report their bowel 
movements to public health officials 
these days, this is a significant increase. 

Who or what is the real culprit for 
our bubbling gastric troubles? One fac- 
tor is our changing expectations. Most 
cases of food poisoning are still a 
result of easily avoidable mistakes in 
the kitchen: using the same knives for 


cooked and uncooked food, not cook- 
ing food for long enough, reheating 
food that should really be thrown 
away. The mistakes we make in our 
own kitchens poison only ourselves and 
our famili es and rarely get reported. 

But these days we eat out far more 
often, trusting our stomachs to the 
hygiene of hard-pressed cooks in low- 
paid, low-profit industries. When that 
Indian restaurant reheats the madras, 
when the pizza chef slams the cooked 
m argue rita down next to the uncooked 
chicken, when cooks in a hurry cut cor- 
ners, customers pay the price in a night’s 
lost sleep or a few days’ miserable dis- 


comfort. The same is true in institutions, 
including schools and colleges: low-paid 
kitchen staff heat cook-chill lunches 
against the clock. In the circumstances, 
it would be a wonder if children didn't 
get food poisoning occasionally. 

For most of us, food poisoning is lit 
tie more than a minor inconvenience. 
The risks of chomping our way to severe 
gastric trouble remain small. E cob, the 
bacteria that has killed several people 
in Lanarkshire, remains rare. Never- 
theless, for the young and the elderly 
food poisoning can be fatal. If we wish 
to improve public monitoring, and to 
prevent our food problems growing 
even worse than they already are, we 
must insist on more alert scrutiny’ by 
trading officers and health officials. 

Perhaps most important, however, 
we should take government responsi- 
bility for food out of the hands of the 
producers. We can't even start to 
improve the food we eat in our own 
kitchens if we aren't given full infor- 
mation by a government acting in our 
interests. Unfortunately the Ministry 
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food still 
operates in the interests of the farm- 
ers and the food producers rather than 
consumers. We ail remember Cordelia 
Gummer - daughter of the agriculture 
minister, not the health minister - 
wolfing down hamburgers to defuse the 
rumours about BSE. When Edwina 
Currie as health minister spoke out 
about salmonella in eggs, the Maff 


brayed for blood - and they got it. Sal- 
monella cases went on rising even 
after Edwina was sacked. 

Poisoned food in Britain is not the cri- 
sis it sometimes seems. For most of us. 
the advances in convenience and access 
outweigh the dangers. We are certainly 
not the prey of a ruthless scientific-cor- 
porate establishment, ruining our food 
in pursuit of profit. Nor are most of us 
ever at risk of contracting anything 
worse than a gippy tummy. But our pub- 
lic health is certainly worse than it need 
be, thanks to carelessness, ignorance and 
an inappropriate system of supervision. 

Let livers set the 
office party limit 

W hy do we need ro reinvent old ritu- 
als? One is the bacchanalian mad- 
ness otherwise known as the annual 
office party. But if employee libido runs 
as free as the red wine at Christmas, 
should employers get excited, too? It's a 
danger zone, says Trish Embley. an 
employment law specialist Managers, she 
says, should stop things getting out of 
hand. But isn't that the whole point? lb 
be indecorous, out of order and gener- 
ally wicked? As long as no windows or 
laws get broken, propriety. lust and liv- 
ers should be left to look offer themselves. 
Far once, it’s none of the bosses’ business. 
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Real ‘pro-life- 
agenda more 
than abortion 

Sin If there is to be a major debate 
here od “pro-life” issues, I hope it 
will include a decent definition of 
what “pro-life” actually means. 

, it often means merely 
v* 1 opposition to abortion and 
euthanasia, but “pro-life” must 
include campaigning for disabled 
people's rights and opposition to 
the death penalty. How can we 
expect people to value the 
humanity of the unborn if we are 
not prepared to respect the value of 
the bom, no mailer what they have 
done? 

The “pro-life” agenda must also 
value single mothers. Why should - 
women be penalised for making the 
brave decision to keep the child? 
With both pro- and anti-abortion 
surveys in the United States 
showing that lack of support from 
the father is the primaiy reason for 
having an abortion, should not pro- 
life campaigners promote _ 
increased male responsibility? 

Then perhaps it will be possible 
to reduce the abortion rate even 
without reform of the Abortion 
Act. 

IMOGEN CATERER 
Gloucester 

£ Sin “Abortion politics sweep into 
Britain" (report. 30 November). 
And about rime. About time we 
had an open debate about the 
whole business. 

The Birth Control Trust think 
the sight of an abortion is ^ _ 

“gruesome”. They are right. Killing 
another human being is always a 
i .-ui- ,hmn nfmurt? thf tiro- 
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right? Does keeping abortion out 
of politics, as the Prime Minister 
wants, make it right? . 

We are living in a survrvaJ-oi-me- 
fitiest society - a culture that 
increasingly claims it is legitimate 
to pick off the weak and the 
inconvenient. In Nazi Germany, 
psychiatric patients were 
considered inconvenient, and 
thousands were put to d *^-A was 
Hnne leoallv, it was done behind 
closed doors and it was done with 

the connivance of the medical 

Now it is Lie unwanted 
SwiMi hat is "inconvenient .So 

170 IHJ0 a year are put todeatii- It is 
V Ltrtiiv it is done behind 
clcwed^ttis and it is done by the 
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abortion sa i . ^ whether 

MORI '"‘^r jSgreed with the 
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The up candidates at 
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the ncjSn, that decked 
from It* disagreed with 
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these rcl, f!Ajie on a purely 
prefer not plat fonn. however, 
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since lht 7„d other subjects- 
Europe 1 and gjjg ^ spelling 


women to have unwanted babies is 
boih socially undesirable and 
morally evil, I very much hope this 
religions faction will put up 
candidates and that this is not just 
one of their usual publicity stunts. 
This will demonstrate once and for 
all that their actual capacity to 
attract voles even in favourable 
constituencies will amount to 

maybe 3 per cent of all th«e 

voting, thus placing them firmly m 
the lunatic fringe of electoral 
contenders. 

MADELEINE SIMMS 

London NWll 

Sir It would seem logical that those 
who oppose abortion should wish 
lo obviate abortions by actively 
promoting contraception, why 
don't they? 
rclatworthy 
Beverley, East Yorkshire 

Rise in birth rate 
not the answer 

Sir D R Smith raises the question 
of future population increase 
(letter, 2 December) and suggests 
fhat an increase in the birth rate 
“could be considered desirable to 

counter the ageing populaticm . 

In fact it seems unlikely that 

Ssssss® 

^employment, it is clear that 
SSer the restraints on our 
abiHivto provide for an increasing . 
nmXr of elderly may be, a 
Sage in the working-age groups 

“ EwSS'ltww?. to advocate 
“lasing the birth rare would 
JJjSe 8* 531,10 faIse fogKrasihat 


behind such scams as pyramid 
selling and chain letters. Not only 
would it increase the number of 
dependent members of the 
population in ihe short term, but in 
the long term would mean a larger 
retired population, as the new 
generation in turn grows old. 

The increase in the number of 
households is being caused at least 
as much by fragmentation of 
families as the increasing 
population. On the other hand, as 
Mr Smith points out, the 
population is still increasing, but 
few could share his view that the 
predicted increase of 2.1 million 
deserves the epithet “only". 

Like it or not, we are now facing 
harsh dilemmas because our 
population has grown so high 
relative to our natural resources. Is 
it not time that population became 
an important subject of national 
debate, and one which all political 
parties should address? 
CHRISTOPHER PADLEY 
Green Party Population Polity 
Working Group 
Market Rosen, 

Lincolnshire 


I Too many eggs 
in the tunnel 

Sin Ri char d Hope writes (letter, 2 
December) that it is “laughable" lo 
argue that airlines could not switch 
capacity to meet demand should 
the C hanne l Hmnel be put out of 
action. 

. I haw before me forecasts. 

: published by Eurotunnel, of 


passenger rail traffic through the 
tunnel in the year 2040, with and 
without the high-speed link. 
Without the link, through rail 
services alone are expected to cany 
22.5 million passengers a year, and 
with it 45 million. 

Last year, international traffic 
through Heathrow was 44 million 
passengers. The question posed by 
the proposed high-speed link is: 
how many eggs should be placed in 
one basket? 

JOHN ADAMS 
Geography Department 
Unrversuv College London 
London WC1 


All correct on 
origins of kilt 

Sin Both your correspondents 
JnmesEraser Wild (letter. 28 
November) and Fulton Gillespie (2 
December) are correct about the 
origins of the Scottish kilt. 

The ancient "quelt“ was indeed 
a rather short, indiscreet and 
cumbersome outfit. For this 
reason the Lancastrian Quaker, 
Thomas Rawlinson, who 
employed many Scots producing 
charcoal for bis iron forges, had 
the military tailor at the Inverness 
barracks “abridge the dress and 
make it handy and convenient for 
his workmen". What the tailor ^ 
came up with was the “felic beg 
or “phiHbeg", the modem day 
knee-length skirt and separate 
plaid combination (as described by 
Hugh Trevor-Roper in The 
Invention of Tradition). 


Yet despite this heritage 1 have 
to confess lo a little pride in my 
own roots, for certainly in Glasgow 
the modern-day young Scot seems 
to favour the clans Armani. 

Versace and Dolce e Gabbana. 
JOSEPH FATTORINI 
Glasgow 

Sir: Rawlinson 's contribution was 
achieved to cutting in two the long 
and heavy wooklolh which till then 
was used in the manner described 
by the -Gentleman in the North of 
Scotland”. 

The long woolcloth would be 
prepared for use on the ground: the 
folds then were not stitched, and 
the owner would, apparently, roll in 
it. Not a very practical way to dress, 
but one should remember that this 
same wooldoth. when needed, 
would be unfolded and used as a 
blanket 

RMARANIELLO 
London SWII 


Whom can we 
taxpayers sue? 

Sir. I have every sympathy with 
any child who is the victim of 
incompetent teaching and wonder 
why no one has thought of suing 
negligent teachers before now 
(report, 2 December). But from 
the purely selfish point of view of 
a taxpayer, I am just a bit 
concerned that I appear to be 
funding every stage of this 
process. 

First, I pay for the child’s 
education, whatever the 
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standard. That includes the 
school buildings, the teachers, 
the cleaners and the whole 
education bureaucracy. Then 1 
pay the solicitors and barristers 
to sue the school, and the judges 
and court officers who try the 
1 case. In the meantime. ! pay a 
i sixth-form college to rep.ur the 
| damage done b>~ the original 
I school, and finally, if the court 
! case is successful. I pay am 
! damages awarded against the 
education authority. 

Could someone please tell me 
whom I can sue for creating this 
ridiculous state of affairs? 
MHLIGHTFOOT 
SortkaUcrtan. 

A : orth Yorkshire 

I 

| Sin Now that pupils are ■ sue their 

j former school for their being 

] educationally disadvantaged 

i (report. 2 December). 1 presume it 
i will be in order for teachers and 
j pupils to sue disruptive members of 
I the school w ho make study . 

| progress and life impossible for 
evervhodv else. 

BERNARD O'CONNOR 
Dundee 


Poet justice 

Sir Your correspondent Roy 
Watkins (letters, 3b November), in 
the course of chiding teachers for 
their ignorance of grammar, 
mangles and misapplies his 
quotation from Philip Larkin's 
Church (String. When Larkin wrote 
that "someone will forever he 
surprising' A hunger in himself to 
be more serious", he was thinking 
of more important matters than the 
ability to recognise modal verbs. 
DAVID REED 
Bristol 


How to save the 
Reading Room 

Sir: 1 was vciy sad io read (“The 
final chapter for libraiv classic”. 30 
November) that Camden planning 
committee has given permission for 
the conversion of the British 
Museum Reading Room from its 
proper use into a computer cafe. 

My respect and admiration for 
this great national institution go 
back 50 years to when 1 started 
work from school ns a ticket issuer 
for the Reading Room, and where, 
as your correspondent recalls-, I 
met my partner. Angus Wilson, 
who contribmed so much lo the 
work and life of visiting scholars 
from all over the world. 

The Reading Room is indeed 
one of the wonders of l he world: a 
superbly purpose-built room for 
study, as I can testify, having used it 
as a reader. 

Whai should happen, and could 
happen if this Government had an 
ounce of respect for our heritage, is 
that the Reading Room should be 
dismantled and re-erected 
alongside the new British Library at 
St Panems. where its rightful 
function could continue, and w here 
the second largest dome in London 
could be seen: it Is not seen m«w 
unless you climb to the root of the 
Museum Tavern. 

There is land available, unless 
the Government has sold it to the 
private sector - something it is 
compulsively impelled to do. The 
space left at ihe British Museum 
i site would be invaluable to the 
I departments remaining. 

| TONY GARRETT 
! Bury Si Edmunds. Suffolk 


j Set fixed terms 
I between elections 

j Sir. What a relief an election 

■ sooner than May. when this 

I Parliament's time run* «mi. wont J 
; be to all concerned, you say in vour 
i leader of 2 December. And so. 

' doubtless, it would he. 
i Nevertheless, i he prert »g:it iu- of 

■ prune ministers to call .in early 
: election is open to question. 

Not only are they quite power I ul 
; enough without il. hut the right lo 
! manipulate the election dale 

■ u inters i »nt lie gov eniingpat cv an 

j unfair electoral adv a Wage and the 
ensuine uncertainly can be highly 
damaging economically 

If other count lies gel In quite 
! happily with fixed- let m 1 1' pic.illy 
J lour-year l parliaments elected **11 
1 predetermined Jjtes. whv cjiiT we 
i WAITER GKE> 

1 l.nndtii: Y? 


Bed to verse 

Sir. Phil Hammond MDt * 
December) quotes the opening 
lines oil he children's classic “Miss 
Polly had a Dolly ” as an example of 
inappropriate behaviour on tne 
part ol patients. 

Tellingly, he omits ihe other 
verse*. The second - "The Di*eior 
came with his Nig and hat. and he 
knocked on the door with a rat -u- 

- contains a blackly satirical 
suggestion that thediklor might 
vomc prompt h. 

The third - “He looked at the 
dolly anJ he shook hi* head, and he 
sa ill - Miss Polly pul her straight to 
bed’ ” - has the swiftly Jr.iwn 
port mil of j condescending 
bedside manner. 

.And the fourth - "He wrote on 
the paper for a pill pill pill, and he 
.said i'll he back with my bill bill 
bill* ” - leaves us in no doubt as 10 
w here the doctor's priorities lie. 
JULIAN CONNERTY 
London \t> 
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A Lordly 
plot to save 
their place 

Viscount Cranborne, Leader of the House of 
Lards whose lineage goes back to the time of 
Elizabeth I, is not going to let New Labour take 
away his hereditary rights without a fight 

By Paul Vallely and John Rentoul 


B ehind the scenes the 
provisional wing of 
the House of Lords 
has begun to make 
its preparations. 
Paramilitary hereditary peers 
have begun piecing together a 
sequence of parliamentary 
plots to block Tony Blair’s plan 
to begin a reform of the 
unelected chamber of the 
British parliament if Labour 
wins the forthcoming general 
election. Anonymous Tory 
peers have been reported this 
week threatening to “amend 
out of existence* - Labour's two- 
dause Bill to take away the vot- 
ing rights of hereditary peers. 

Speculation centres on the 
person of Baron Cecil of 
Essendon. lb students of history 
it will come as no surprise. The 
noble lord is a Cecil and there- 
fore a member of the most dis- 
tinguished dynasty in 400 years 
of British politics. His ancestor 
Wiliam Cecil, a Tudor lawyer, 
became the dosest adviser to 
Queen Elizabeth I and was cre- 
ated Lord Burghley in grati- 
tude. His son, Robert, suc- 
ceeded to the post and 
continued as first minister to 
James 1. Later Cedis included 
the last of the great Victorian 
prime ministers. Lord Salis- 
bury. Prime Minister A J Bal- 
four was a relative. And a sub- 
sequent Lord Salisbury became 
the kirmmaker in the “magic dr- 
cle" which used to choose the 
Tory leader. 

Small wonder there was much 


mockery about John Major's 
vaunted dassless society when 
four years ago the present 
Robert Cedi - a former Tory 
MP who is heir to the Marquess 
of Salisbury and therefore 
known by the courtesy title of 
Viscount Cranborne - was cat- 
apulted into the Lords by an 
arcane “writ of acceleration*’ to 
join John Major s government. 
This event was a joyful anachro- 
nism for Tory snobs and pundits 
of the high lory historical-mys- 
ticism bent. There was much 
talk of sdons of a noble dynasty 
and a man who carried in his 
genes the accumulated political 
skills of the Cedis. 

It is a poetic flummery which 
Cranborne is happy to exploit 
even in the midst of the latest 
political intrigue. Today he 
gives a lecture to the floridly- 
named right-wing thi nk tank, 
Politela. Being a Cecil he is aot 
afraid of the broad historical 
sweep. “Western Europe, 
whose culture has dominated 
the planet for over three cen- 
turies, is in danger of going the 
way of the Caliph, the Moghul 
and the Ming, and for very sim- 
ilar reasons," he declares to the 
pamphlet on which the lecture 
is based. 

He is worried about nation 
slates being swallowed up in 
large flabby supranational 
groupings that will sap the vital 
desire to compete on which 
Western civilisation is based. As 
with economics, so with con- 
stitutions. He believes that the 


British constitution has evolved 
by adapting to continuous com- 
peting pressures. He therefore 
rejects Labour's plans for the 
Lords, on the grounds that 
written constitutions are bound 
to be imperfect because they 
are based on so-called funda- 
mental principles: 

“Man is not a perfectible 
beast," he muses. “Therefore, 
how can a declaration of first 
principles itself be the embod- 
iment of perfection - unless it 
has been drafted by God and 
not man? If the first principles 
are faulty, then the mechanical 
arrangements will be even 
faultier.” Politics, he declares 
“is not just about rationality, 
because man is not a wholly 
rational animal.*’ This is, of 
course, the essential standpoint 
of any defender of the heredi- 
tary principle. 

But there is not in that much 
of a hint of the parliamentary 
guerrilla warfare to come. 
Cranborne is too urbane for 
that. Publicly he sands by the 
promise made by Lord Strath- 
clyde, the Conservative chief 
whip in the House of Lords, 
who said last month that his 
party would not block the end- 
ing of speaking and voting 
rights for hereditary peers. 

In a letter to Loro Carter, a 
senior Labour frontbencher, 
Strathclyde insisted that the 
Tories would abide by the “Sal- 
isbury Convention” - invented 
by a previous Robert Cecil, 
Cranborne's grandfather, when 
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Viscount Cranborne. who displays all the political sophistication of his ancestors 
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he was Tory leader of the Lords 
during the first Labour gov- 
ernment m 1945. This insists 
the unelected chamber would 
not stand in the way of a man- 
ifesto pledge of a party which 
had won a general election. “It 
would be constitutionally wrong 
for this House to oppose pro- 
posals which have been defi- 
nitely put before the elec- 
torate/ grandpapa said. 

Privately the plotters are 
planning a detailed campaign 
of constitutional ambushes to 
paralyse the first year of a Blair 
administration. “The Leader 
of the House cannot possibly 
sanction people planning that 
kind of thing, said a Tbry party 
source but others in the House 
are convinced that Lord Cran- 
bome will turn a benignly-unfo- 
cused eye to. a group of die- 
hard Tory “pro vos* in the 
guerrilla warfkre ahead. 

Expect trouble of a pro- 
tracted, procedural kind from 
the likes of Baron Denham, the 
former Tory chief whip in the 
Lords, a passionate defender of 
the hereditary system. Then 
there is the Earl of Onslow, 
who has already expounded 
the clever country-house Tory 
argument that the hereditaries 
should go, but not to be 
replaced by a fully-appointed 
super-quango. And trouble 
may come too from Lord Mow- 
bray and Stourton, another ex- 
whip, who possesses England’s 
oldest (13th century) barony. 

The Cedis, with their curious 
mixture of high principle and 
low tactics, are well-versed in 


this kind of thing. Their tradi- 
tion is one of high Ibrydom, far 
more concerned with the eter- 
nal verities of Church and 
Crown than transient political 
fashions. When the two dash 
the Cecils have a habit of 
resigning, Cranborne’s great- 
great-grandfather resigned 
from Disraeli’s Cabinet over 
the second reform biJL His 
grandfather, Bobbetty Salis- 
bury, resigned twice - under 
Chamberlain over appease- 
ment and under Macmillan 
over “coloured” immigration. 

But they are cunning tacti- 
cians too. Lord Burghley, for 30 
yearn Elizabeth. Fs most trusted 
adviser, though a generally 
moderate man was responsible 
for the execution of Maiy 
Queen of Scots and was one of 
England's first propagandists, 
financing scholars to rewrite 
pre- Reformation English his- 
tory from a Protestant per- 
romive. His son, who was made 
the first Viscount Cranborne in 
1604, successfully master- 
minded the transition from the 
Tudor to the Stuart monarchies 
following a policy which was 
nnti-Catholic, anti-Spanish and 
anti-Puritan simultaneously. 

The present Cranborne is a 
highly sophisticated political 
animal too. After a career as a 
banker in San Francisco and 
London he was elected to the 
Commons the same year as 
John Major. But on being pro- 
moted from the back benches to 
the first rung of Government he 
resigned within days in protest 
at the Anglo-Irish agreement. 


(Cranborne is a strong Union- 
ist). Margaret Thatcher never 
forgave him. Yet, some years 
later later, despite his mildly 
heretical views about govern- 
ment policy, he was sent pre- 
maturely to the Lords by John 
Major to become a junior 
defence minister. He later 
became Leader in the Lords, 
where he successfully sorted 
out the mess left behind by the 
departing Lord Wakeham, who 
bad presided over a series of 
humiliating government defeats 
and reversals from there he 
masterminded Major's cam- 
paign to be re-elected as party 
leader in 1995. 

His writ of acceleration was 
not uncontroversiaL “It brings 
both booses into disrepute,” 
said Labour's then spokesman 
on constitutional matters, Gra- 
ham Allen MP. Cranborne 
shrugged such criticism off- as 
he dkl the tabloid outrage when 
he received the largest rise in a 
Cabinet pay-round at a time 
when nurses pay was being 
held down and, they pointed 
out, he stood to inherit £105m. 

Imperviousness to popular 
indignation is, of course, an 
aristocratic trait Cranborne is 
the man who in his younger 
days, after a good lunch at the 
Turf Qub, put up for member- 
ship the Rhodesian Foreign 
Minister PK Van Der ByL, a 
racist Boer who had labelled all 
blacks “savages”. And when as 
an MP he won the lottery to 
introduce a Private Member’s 
Bill he proposed the reintro- 
duction of the old university 


seats which had been abolished 
in 1945. 

So, few on the Labour side 
fail to read between the lines 
when Cranborne's advisers say 
that progress In a Labour Bill 
to remove the rights of hered- 
itary peers “would be slow - 
everything must go through its 
full stages”. 

One Tory peer laughs out 
loud when it is suggested that 
Labour would like to get a 
Referendum Bill through in 
time to. hold referendums in 
Scotland and Wiles by Sep- 
tember next year. “Everything 
is done by agreement m this 
House. There would have to be 
a compromise. And we have 
minimum intervals set out in 
Standing Order 44 - and there 
would have to be a vote to sus- 
pend it," be says gleefully. 

Then there will be all the 
amendments to consider. There 
is “an endless permutation” of 
possibilities, says one Tory. A 
gloomy Labour official sets ont 
likely Tory lines of attack. 
“They could do all the sorts of 
things that we do, you know, 
inserting requirements for ’con- 
sultation and evaluation’.” 
Labour used this device them- 
selves to defeat the Govern- 
ment over nursery vouchers 
earlier this year. 

It is not as if the Tories have 
behaved with utter propriety in 
the past. In the 1970s, the 
Tories in the Lords ditched two 
of the Labour government's 
Bills (on trade union law and 
nationalising the aircraft and 
shipbuilding industries). And 


despite the Salisbury Conven- 
tion, the 1974-79 Labour gov- 
ernment was defeated 343 
times in the Lords. Over the 
whole period since 1979. the 
Tore government has only been 
defeated 231 times. 

Labour strategists are now in 
a huddle as to how all this might 
be countered or pre-empted. 
Lord Richard, leader ot the 
Labour peers, wants to give top 
priority to a Bill to remove the 
rights of hereditary peers. But 
other senior Labour figures 
argue that the Bill to set up ref- 
erendums on devolution in 
Scotland and Wiles ought to be 
pushed through first. 

There is one Cecil precedent 
that no one expects Cranborne 
to respect. “It is the duty of 
every Englishman, and of every 
English party,” said his great- 
great-grandfather, the last of 
the great Victorian prime min- 
isters, “to accept a political w 
defeat cordially." If Labour " 
does win the election they can 
expect no such magnanimity 
from the latest Robert Cecil. 

Lord Richard has told 
friends that if the Tory heredi- 
taries indulge in obvious time- 
wasting and obstruction of the 
BQl to abolish their rights, it 
might be worth calling another 
general election - on the issue 
of Lords reform. It is not a 
threat he is likely to caiiy out, 
but it says something about 
Labour’s estimation of the cal- 
ibre of Lord Cranborne’s gen- 
eralship in the coming battle 
that' he is prepared to go so for 
as to issue U_ 


All human life at Pork Scratdiings 



Miles 

Kington 


A s I am always looking 
ZA for ways of making a 
jL A_qukk fortune, I have 
been working recently on an 
idea for a new TV sitcom. 

Hasn't eveiyone? I hear 
you cry. Yes, but this one 
should bit the jackpot, as it is 
set in a place that eveiyone 
knows and where every sec- 
tion of society meets, and yet 
which has never ever been 
the setting for d rama. 

Where else but - the 
motorway service areal 
Here is an extract from the 
opening episode of what I 


hope will be my long-awaited 
smash hit TV comedy: Wel- 
come to Park Scratching*. . . 

The scene is in the offices 
on the Northbound side of the 
Porfc Scratching Service Ana 
on the M99. The manages Mr. 
StainJey. has sent for Juthf, die 
manageress of Lucy's Larder 
the heath food pah of the ser- 
vice ana, to introduce her to 
her new recruit, Toby. 

Mr StainJey: Ah, Judy. How’s 
everything in Lucy’s Larder? 
Judy; Fresh. Organic. Tasty, 
Fabulous. 

Stainley: Is it really? 

Judy: No. But chat’s whai we 
tell people. 

Stainley: Good, good! Now, 
Judy, this is our new recruit, 
Tbby. He's replacing Willy. 
Can you show him the ropes? 
Tbby: Sir? Mr Stainley? 
Stainley: Yes. Toby? 

Toby: Can I ask yon a ques- 
tion? 

Stainley: Of course, lad! 
Intelligence is what we look 
for in employees at the Pork 
Scratching, Service Area! We 
never find it, but that’s what 
we look for! 

Tbby: Well, Mr Stainley, what 
happened to "Willy my prede- 
cessor? Why did he leave? 


Stainley: He got food poison- 
ing. 

Toby: Food poisoning? Here? 
Stainfejr. Yes, I’m afraid so. 
He bought a burger from the 
southbound side burger bar. I 
had warned him never to 
venture over the other ride, 
but he wouldn’t listen. Now 
Jndy ... 

Judy: Yes, sir ? 

Stainley (in an urgent whis- 
per)! Oh. Judy, when am I 
take you out for a date 1 
again? 

Jndy: Never, after what hap- 
pened last time. I still can’t 
believe that your idea of a 
night out was to drive me 200 
miles up the M, give me an 
all-day breakfast at Chamock 
Richard and drive me all the 
way back againl 
Cue for cackBng audience 
laa&acr. Cut to the drop an 
the northbound side, where the 
dS is being manned by bossy 
atmp comic character Herbert 
A customer enters die shop. 
Customer: Excuse me, i 
don’t know if you can help 
me ... 

Herbert Well, 1 can in princi- 
ple, but it depends on tnc 
small print of your request. 
Customer: Pardon? 

Herbert I mean, what do you 
want? 


Customer: Oh. Well, 

I'm trying to use the phone 
out there to phone home and 
tell my wife fro late, but 
it's so dose to the video 
games arcade that I can’t 
hear a word my wife is 
saying, Herbert: I think 
you’ll find she’s saying: 
•‘What’s that horrible noise 
m the background ? I can't 
hear a word you're saying!” 
Customer: So there are 
no other phones in a 
quieter place? 

Herbert No. Telephones arc 
only ever put in two places at 
service areas. One outside 
where it's so cold or so wet 
that people don’t make long 
calls and form queues. The 
other is inside for the video 
game section, where it's so 
noisy that people don’t moke 
long calls and form queues. 
Customer: So what’s the 
answer? 

Just then, an RAC recruiting 
man wanders past holding a 
placard saying “The End Of 
The World Is Nigh, So Join 
The RAC now!” He is talking 
on a mobile phone. 

■ Herbert: There’s your 
answer! 

Customer: What - join the 
RAC? 

Herbert: No, yon .silly cow - 


get a mobile phone. You 
don't want to go joining the 
RAC , 

Customer-. Why not ? ' 
Herbert: It would give him a 
heart attadc. 

Oil fo seif soviet section of 
cafeteria, where.Thuxydie 
cheeky serving git, is at ft* 
breakfast counter A iorry dri- 
\ w approaches with Ids. tray 
Tracey: What do you want, 
sfr? 

Lorry driver: Full breakfast. 


piCxlSC. 1 ■ 

fecey: How do you like your 

eggs? 

Lorry driven I like them 
lightly fried two hones. ago, 
left standing around to 
acquire d soft pathaof dust 
and grease, tium reheated to 
go slightly hard and vu?-. . 
nished on the outside, '* 
Tkacejc You're in hide.- That s 
the only sort we've got.' . 

And so on, foranodter 
half-hour of ndetidess ; : 
hack-chat Craning 300**,.:.' 
die episode where die GenOi 
Toiler breaks downfot «™ Btr 
and causes chads. Who*, 
Tracey becomes eomi«w w™ 
the neniy arrived cuskeftens^ 
Egon Romm and wherei&* e ' 
one actualL joins the RM- ■ 
and die RAC man ddeshdxa 
heart attack. . 
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the commentators 


why f shouicF We’re having the 

give back my , 

widow’s pension wrong arguments 


L a Pensionaria is on 

the warpath again: 

Barbara Castle 
claims she was 
tricked with a 
bogus promise of a pensions 
review at the party conference. 

Breathing fire from her home. 

Hell Corner Farm, she calls the 
old comrades to arms in sup- 
port of the National Insurant^ 
system. She is back. She is 
angiy. And she is veiy wrong. P(X 

This is why'. The National 
Insurance system is an empty 
relic of the sentimental old 
left. Most people are far richer 
than they were 50 years ago 
when Beveridge devised it so DnJ 

that it now pays considerable % 

sums to people who are not ^ 

needy, while failing to help the CjflSl 
genuinely poor. 

I know my situation is rare, 
but it does give an extreme Wl QT1£ 
example of what is wrong with 
the National Insurance system. n 

I am entitled to £123.00 a week UUIll/Xl 

widowed mothers allowance, as , 

well as £10.80 child benefit, and SnPTlQ 

this week an added £10 Christ- * 

mas bonus. Although taxed on i _ 

it, no one asks if I need iL My OH Del 
late husband's contributions 
entitle me to it - though, like ■ 'fnt* 
most people, he probably 
regarded NI contributions as 
just another tax. There is no 
need for the well-off to draw 
universal benefits - sickness, unemployment, 
child benefit or pensions. 

Privately, most sensible politicians agree to 
let these benefits wither on the vine: Barbara 
Castle's plan to restore the link between pen- 
sions and earnings would strengthen univer- 
sal benefits. This is a last gasp of the old guard 
- because when N1 was set up, most of the pop- 
ulation was relatively poor, women did not 
work and had husbands who did. life has 
changed beyond recognition. Seventy per cent 
of women work and many of the old are far 


Potty 

Toynbee 

Barbara 
Castle is 
wrong -we 
don’t need to 
spend £3bn 
on benefits 
for all 


pie who are truly poor gain nothing at all from 
Nl: those on income support - single mothers, 
unemployed men, the old - gain nothing; uni- 
versal benefits are deducted from their social 
security even if they contributed all their 
lives. It is now time to redistribute that money. 

Barbara Castle wants to add £3bn immedi- 
ately to the pensions bill, paying out to all pen- 
sioners, rich and poor alike. There are many 
poor pensioners - but what they need is a redis- 
tribution in their favour. We could afford it if 
we took away NI pensions from the best off. 

T hink Jbow much could be saved and used 
to stem the growth of the underclass. Start with 
child benefit (not an NI benefit, but a univer- 
sal one) which costs £6bn. Once it was the only 
money wives could call their own. Now most 
women work, while poor women on income 
support are the only ones not to receive child 
benefit. There are some non-working women 
whose husbands don't pay enough house- 
keeping, but this is an expensive way to target 
them. Instead we could have nursery schools, 
child care, after-school and holiday dubs, espe- 
cially for the deprived. 

What of other universal benefits? Incapac- 
ity Benefit pays out £7bn, of which an estimated 


£L5bnxnaygo to those who are 
sick but are not poor. Some. 
£200m could be saved from 
those who are unemployed but 
are not poor. Other sums could 
be saved bv not giving contrib- 
utory benefits to people like me. 

But the big one is pensions - 
£30bn« year. If you were to take 
it from the richest 20 per cent 
of pensioners, that would bring 
, in a handsome £6bn, some or aO 

y of which could be spent on the 

i 30 per cent of pensioners on 

income support - robbing Mar- 
garet and Denis Thatcher to pay 
the rest This is not an outra- 
geous proposal - the National 
[ 01*0 Association of Pension Funds 

wants just such a “rebalancing'’ 

I ■ of the growing inequality in 

10 IS pensioner incomes. 

No politicians in their right 
mind would dare do this to 

Wc many existing pensioners, so 

the money would not flow in 
iprj +a immediately. While some ben- 
lAJ efits (mine) could be stopped at 
once, pension cuts would have 
oboDll 10 be phased in. Harriet Har- 
man, Labour's shadow Social 
id’frf'O Security Secretary, plans to 

LtJiiLo means test all new pensioners to 
trace the 1 million missing who 
all are due at least £14 a week 

unclaimed income support. So 
. while brin ging the mianng ones 
in, it would be easy to knock the 
top ones out 

Any tampering with entitlements will cause 
a great outcry. Look at the rage when Gordon 
Brown suggested a slight cut in child benefit It 
would take bravery - but only labour, as 
founders of the current social security system, 
could do it The Treasury would rightly insist on 
still ctdlecting contributions from both employ- 
ees and employers. It seems to me perfectly fair 
to go on calling NI “insurance" -the system win 
stifi insure us all against genuine need. It never 
was insurance in the real sense. It was always a 
con, done with smoke, mirrors and a lot of high- 
flown rhetoric. There is no fund, there is no con- 
nection between what you pay in over a lifetime 
and what you receive: you have no rights. All 
is left to the whim of the government oithe day. 

NI was once a fine communal ideal - all pay- 
ing in, all earning pensions. But I doubt 
whether anyone under 40 has much ideologi- 
cal understanding of the NI deductions on their 
payslips. It used to be an efficient way to reach 
the poor, but in a less homogeneous society 
universal benefits are extravagant. 

A Labour government intent on tackling the 
causes of crime will need money for intensive 
extra education, parenting programmes, youth 
dubs, training etc. Some say it would be fairer 
to raise income tax. I agree. But any large sums 
wasted by the state should be saved, because 
it Is all desperately needed elsewhere. 

Gordon Brown will need to harvest all he can. 
(Defence is another budgpt ripe for picking, since 
we mend twice the EU avexags.) He cannot send 
his front-bendi troops naked into the general 
election with only the pathetic shreds of spend- 
ing promises he has given them so far. So some- 
thing drastic has to be done. He might enjoy 
boasting that Labour had cut the social security 
budget in ways that Peter Lflley never dared - 
while still giving more generously to the poor. 


J ust another winter's tale? 
The fascinating story that 
John Major was on the 
verge of promising his outright 
opposition to British member- 
ship of the single currency in 
the next Parliament featured on 
many front pages. It was 
strongly-worded, convincing 
stuff and just what many oak- 
hearted, timber-brained Tory 
patriots had been praying for 
these many monthk Huzzahl 
Poor old Ken Oarke - stuffed 
in time for Christmas. 

Strange, then, that it was so 
utterly denied by Mr Major 
himself in the Commons 
yesterday. Was this merely been 
an example of collective wish- 
fulfilment by the Conservative 
press? Or a misguided briefing? 
Or a kite being flown? 

It is hardly a secret that John 
Major would like to come out 
as Sterling's true defender. He 
has been en g a g in g in ever more 
frantic private semaphore on 
the subject for months. Things 
have not yet quite reached the 
stage where the First Lord of 
the Treasury is hanging around 
bus-stops, hissing to bemused 
passers-by that he's against the 
single currency, or tramping 
down Oxford Street with a 
sandwich board But he’s tried 
almost everything else. 

Most of the parliamentary 
party and its supporters in the 
country think that a strang anti- 
EMU line is about the only 
thing that could save the Con- 
servatives at the polls. And 
everyone knows Major would- 
stick with Sterling if he won the 
next election. The desire to 
speak this truth is almost 
un containable. 

The only reason he hasn't 
gone forcefully public is the 
presence of that seemingly 
immovable object in the 
Treasury. A Oarke resignation 
would bring the Government 
down. So Major and his people 
confine themselves to private 
grns, stage whispers, nose-taps 
and broad winks. 

Hence, I think, this week's 
high farce. There is a thin 
membrane between what 
“everybody knows" the position 
to be: and what it is officially. 
That membrane is bulging and 
- with every confident press 
briefing - beginning to tear. 
But what is obvious cannot 
be admitted. There are some 
truths so dangerous that they 
can only be discussed off 
the record. 

This position is not going to 
help Major's hoped-for revival 
in the polls. None of his nod- 
ding and winking will help. It 
makes him seem shifty, rather 
than patriotic. No wonder he is 
irritated by Clarke, the immew- 



The European debate should be about democracy and prosperity, 
not sovereignty and geography, says Andrew Marr 


able European object. No won- 
der the Eurosceptics accuse 
the Chancellor of single-hand- 
edly holding the rest of the 
Government hostage: bad for 
the party; bad for the country. 

In fact, Clarke is about the 
only cool-headed and strategic 
player left. He is guarding a 
flank which the Tory party 
needs for its survival. For this 
debate is no longer primarily 
about the single currency. It has 
moved on with astonishing 
speed. In the course of thisyear 
alone - and 1996 will go down 
as a year of huge importance - 
anti-federalists have shifted the 
argument from EMU to the 
very future of Britain in the EU. 

“Renegotiate" is the sophis- 
ticated battle cry; but it can be 
demotically translated as “get 
out". And on that, at least the 
Toiy right agrees with the 
continental federalists them- 
selves, who now think London 
is virtually ruling itself out of a 
European future. 

The anti-federalists are not 
being malign in changing the 
question, so much as logical. If 
the single currency is the lock- 
in mechanism for a fully federal 
stale, with its own legal system, 
security structures, police force 


and government and perhaps 
eventually with its own 
language too (almost certainly, 
strangely enough, that would be 
English), then it is the whole 
project not simply the lock, 
that needs to be argued about 

So what in these circum- 
stances, should decent patriotic 
but pro-European politicians 
do? The first thing is. create 
time and space for serious 
thought about the options 
facing us. That requires a far 
harder look at the Europe of 
the future than before. 

It would not be a bad idea for 
Britain to be outside a highly- 
regulated. centralised unde- 
mocratic and unstable Ger- 
manic superstate. Bui it would 
be a very had idea for us to cut 
our political links with a decen- 
tralised, free-trading and tol- 
erably loose union of European 
nations - our nearest trading 
block, the part of the world 
whose politics have always 
affected ours and, not least, our 
cousins in history. 

Conservative right-wingers 
arc crusading on ihe hast*, of 
parliamentary sovereignty and 
geography. The political centre 
has always known that the mure 
sensible arguments revolve 


around democracy and pros- 
perity. These are not easy. They 
may not even be resolvable. 
Could a single currency be 
arranged in a way that allowed 
different fiscal policies? Can a 
Euro-parli ament, with massive 
constituencies and virtually no 
press coverage, put down roots 
among the people? 

But these are the arguments 
worth having. They are about 
Europe now, a place where 
many borders have virtually 
disappeared, where the middle 
classes, at least, feel at home 
in different countries and 
where most governments are 
pursuing roughly similar poli- 
cies, not because of bureau- 
cratic coercion, but because 
they inhabit the same mental 
world, with similar constraints 
and dilemmas. 

If we realh want to break 
from that, then there will be 
penalties as well as the 
undoubted benefit of living our 
lives under the absolute power 
of the likes of Miehael Howard. 
Michael Portillo. Bill Cash and 
Dame Olg,i Maitland. We will 
be unable to influence any shifi 
towards a more hostile trading 
and business climate on the 
continent. We u ill cndloslv be 


affected by rules and derisions 
that our politicians leant about 
in their morning newspapers. 

These are choices worth 
keeping open and discussing. 
Yet, in its headlong rush u> 
wrap itself in the Union Jack, 
the Conservative leadership, 
spurred on hy the keyboard 
Wellingtons in" the media, has- 
been trying dosing them off. 

For the party of business 
and of pragmatism, this is 
astonishing. Mr Major probably 
thinks thal if he wins the elec- 
tion, he can steer the Tories 
buck to a pragmatic, mild pro- 
Europeanism. But since he has 
been running before the wind 
(an offshore Norwostcrly) 
since 1^*2. u hy should anyone 
believe he could change direc- 
tion after IW7? 

Garke may look politically 
weak - isolated in his party, 
unpopular with his natural sup- 
porters in the press. But in fight- 
ing to keep Britain's options 
open, and in recognising the 
dangers of the anti-European 
nitchei. he is doing his party a 
great service. And. unlike *• 
many of his self-censoring cab- 
inet colleagues, he has one great 
advantage. He can sav. quite 
openly, what he thinks. 


Why they buy the Max factor 


Will you give Tom 
a bed this Christmas? 


T he stage is ablaze 
with lights. All eyes 
are on , the leg- 

endary, the one and 
only, the big, big star 
who fills the house night after 
night, who makes us all laugh 
and cry and sends us home 

happv. . , 

Because of the intensity ot 
the light, there is an area m 

frcmiofthestaMtha^isctoJp^ 

softly, all-absorbingly black, we 
cantijink of that darimess, that 
proximity, as a good metaphor 
for the world of public rela- 

ti °Who shapes and controls 
wbatweknowof—’spefio^ 

life'? Who has dictated which 
interviews she gives, and under 
Sat conditions? Who knows 
every dirtv little secret that 

CVC iri uo.-tfire on her and has 

“ u hSwn acd earth to 
!*^hJSSSrt“ and whose 
keCp lE are for that 

“P? n '^^indispensable? 
ref* 00 . tietire clad in velvety 
thfSadow of the 
stage, that's who: the edebnty 

PU M C £3? ^thekidiistry 

wag Sf-SS. with the result 

^ed about, we 

th ?' ‘J£ia his own right. Max 
«!£ n ? J ud lo ^ utter- 
Chffoni */ |ays down only a 
wh« maybe 

fewrestncUou _ banis hmg 


^ n TBm D while banishmg 

and mystery with 

the darkfi^V^ instantly re- 
one hand, Mj* the 
admits * hc ’ S repeated it 
BcC t 11 that he’s got to be an- 
50 ° RC m£ tells lies. 


Example, equally famous 
though hypothetical: Ameri- 
can star comes to Britain, Max 
knows he’s gay, the world at 
large fondly believes him to be 
straight; so Max ensures there 
is a glamorous actress on hand 
to steer him around, looking 
besotted. 

The first is a plain lie, the sec- 
ond a cnnnmg deception. Max 
is a master of both. The prob- 
lem this frank acknowiedgmenl 
creates is that it scrambles the 
ground rules. 

On entering his dingy, P°ky 
top-floor office above a hair 
salon on London's New Bond 
Street, one’s eye is arrested by 
a framed front cover of the 
Daily Minor , bearing dtehead- 
iixje'JAGGER AND JERKY 
SPLIT Aha: Clifford must have 
been the one who lold Jerry to 
go and see Diana's divorce 
lawyer, then spill beans. 

Max, however, denies this flatly. 

Look closer, he says: there on 
the same page is a picture of 
himself with Antonia de San- 
cha, the woman who helped to 
finish David Mellor’s minister- 
ial career. 

So Max has nothing to do 
with Jerry Hall But if he <JU 
have, what is the likelihood he 
would admit it? Where in tb* 
hall of minors does reality 

•Tm not looking to fry and 

baffle you," Max says in a knmjy 
tone when we are settled m his 

cosy back room on the dnmnu- 
tto three-piece. Seventies retro 

without the chic- 
“You ask me anything and 
you'll get it exactly M u is. If 
there’s^ a mystery, 1*« «fl you 
there's a 

explain why it s a myaeiy- 
Tha,v reassuring - nn® £ e 
adds, “but 1 won't expkun ihe 

dSs of it because then its no 

‘Xh^S cUfford go 



He works in the world of 
imrrdrs and smoke, where 
feet and fiction are adapted 
to suit. His name, Max 
Clifford, celebrity PR. 

He talks to Peter Popham 
about the lying game 


about preventing unhelpful 
information about a client 
reaching the media? Others in 
the business talk about plead- 
ing, threatening, bargaining to 
keep negative stories as low key 
as possible. Max Clifford's 
approach, however, is proactive. 
“I normally have three or four 
or five major tilings up my 
sleeve ready to break. So. if I get 
a sudden call saying so and so 
has been caught out and is 
about to be so and su'd by such 
and such a paper. I would gel 
hold of the editor as quickly as 
possible and say ‘right, 1 can give 
you this instead'. I don’t mean 
to say it's going to work - I've 
gpt lo come up with something 
Dial’s an even bigger splash, 
haven't I." Pause for dramatic 
effect. “Pamela Bordes was a 
cover for a much bigger story.’ 1 

The even more dramatic 
approach - again a trademark 
Clifford strategy - is to stop the 
story before it starts. Max gives 
a vivid illustration of this, spoiled 
halfway through for me when 1 
remembered I was in the com- 
pany of a self-confessed liar. 

“I’ll give you another hypo- 
thetical situation, though 'this 
actually happened lo me. 1 had 
a client who was a major star, 
married. The wife had said. ‘If 
you ever stray again it’s fin- 
ished’. We’d been doing a tele- 
vision interview at his house, the 
wife was meant lo be awav, 1 
was downstairs, he was upstairs, 
‘entertaining' in the bedroom. I 
saw the wife’s car pulling up - 
she was almost getting out of 
the car as it pulled up. 

“I rushed upstairs, and by the 
time I’d got to the top or the 
stairs I’d virtually taken all of 
my clothes off; by the time I’d 
got into the bedroom I was 
stark bollock naked. I pushed 
him into the wardrobe, and 1 
then jumped into bed and 
seemed to be having sex with 


the woman in it when the wife 
burst through the door catching 
me in bed. Now that saved him 
£50 million for a certainty. 

“The wife chased me out of 
ihe house, called me a disgust- 
ing pervert for using her bed. 
how dare I, and she was very 
upset that the star continued to 
employ me - he said Max 
knows too much about me. 
could he dangerous. That man 
is still my client to this day. So 
that's public relation* to me." 

Max Clifford is nostalgic for 
the way things were in Britain 
20 or 30 years ago, “when peo- 
ple cared about people, it was 
far friendlier, far safer, and 
people could go out and leave 
their doors open". 

Yet from his humble office, 
he may be more responsible ] 
than arty other single individual j 
for the diet of surreal pap 
served up by the tabloids, one ! 
of the defining features of the | 
present age. Antonia de San- J 
cha, Bienvenida Buck. Pamela | 
Bordes, OJ Simpson on the i 
Richard and Judy Shim - all j 
these twilight figures, famous i 
for nothing memorable, cata- [ 
pulled by Max’s genius into the j 
headlines - a genius far the tali 
tale, hut also, he insists, lor j 
friendship and truth. j 

“I’ve looked after some of | 
the people I'm involved with for 
25, 26 ye are. And if you wanted 
to make money from exposure 
you could sell one of those sto- 
ries and retire, with flm in your 
bank, because you know more 
about them than anyone - 
because if you don't have that 
knowledge’ you can’t protect 
them. 

"But they trust me - because 
10 years go by and no one 
knows. That’s die beauty of it." 
He sounds happy. But he's not 
smiling. 

Tomorrow: the fourth tenor. 




When Tom's wife left, he lost his job and started 
sleeping rough. By last Christmas he'd hit rock bottom 
But chen.Tom found Crists. At our Christmas 
shelter we gave him a bed. hot meals, medical care 
and companionship. We helped him feel human again 
tike Tom. many ordinary people hit hard tunes and 
end up homeless. Will you help us bring them comfort 
this Christmas? With £25 from you. Crisis can provide 
food, bedding, clean cloches and someone w talk to. 

As the cays count down to Christmas, over 2,000 
homeless people are counting on Crisis. So please 
send £25 today - in time to keep them warm. 


Countdown to Christmas 


Yes, I’ll keep homeless people warm: | 

’ £15 £25 £50 £250 other £ [ 

1 enclose a cheque made payable to Crisis OR debit niy 

Visa Access Swirclv other ■ 

Card no. / ■' '' / t f • / i f i f I I ' J_J_ I 
* Last three dints o! Switch card no. — •' _ Swtch iiv.iv no • 


Expiry darp Signature . — — ■ - | 

' G«j cf £21 D o- were arc writ, alruxi 3 ihwrf e-iM tv w> •nitfv Gdi A..1 J 

Name icaps l Mr Mr, Mi — J 

*■*- CRMS 1 

Postcode I 

OR phs'.it aur deiaitoi' line 0500 10 99 99 

Crisis. PO Bo* 13295. Freepost ED0379I. London El IBR i'-s £•»— »»'“ I 

I i-'LJ 
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Sir Charles 
Sopwith 


Charles Sopwith was the Solic- 
itor to the Board of Inland Rev- 
enue from 1963 to 1970, one of 
the architects of the 1972 Eu- 
ropean Communities Act and a 
creator of the Westminster 
system of European scrutiny. 

Bom in 1905, he was brought 
up in County Durham and nev- 
er lost his North Country tones 
and attitudes. After school, he 
trained as a chartered accoun- 
tant, qualifying in 1928. Ten 
years later be changed career 
and became a solicitor, and was 
clearly doing well when the 
outbreak of the Second World 
War took him into war work. 

In 1943, he went to the Press 
Censorship division of the Min- 
istry of Information and worked 
under Cyril Radcliffe KC, lat- 
er Viscouat Radcliffe, who 
formed a high opinion of his ca- 
pacities. After the war, with 
Raddiffe's encouragement and 
support. Sopwith was taken on 
by the Board of Inland Revenue 
as a solicitor. At the age of 40, 
he was told that he was unlike- 
ly to get to the top, but in the 
event by dint of hard work and 
his high legal ability, he worked 
up - after a two-year stint from 
1961 to 1963 as Public Trustee 
- to become the Solicitor to the 
Board of Inland Revenue in 
1963. He retired from the post 
on reaching the age of 65 in 
1970. 

The same year he became a 
Deputy Secretary in the Divi- 
sion of the Cabinet Office re- 
sponsible for preparing the 
accession of the United King- 
dom to the European Com- 
munities. As sucb he was 
chairman of a small legal com- 
mittee, which was part of a team 
responsible for preparing the in- 
structions for the European 
Communities Bill of 12 claus- 
es and four schedules. This was 
carried into law in 1972, and 
brought about British entry 
into the Communities. 

The Bill was hard fought in 
both Houses, but especially in 
the Commons, where its Secbad 
Reading was passed by only sev- 
en votes in emotional scenes. As 
a piece of drafting it was ex- 
ceptional in that, although a BQl 
of the highest constitutional 
importance, it was passed into 
law through both Houses with- 
out one word’s being amended. ■ 
Id later years, Sopwith was 


wont impliedly to regret that the 
Government White Paper (The 
United Kingdom and the Euro- 
pean Communities, Cmnd 4715) 
was not more forthright about 
the implications, both consti- 
tutional and economic, of 
British membership of the 
Communities. 

The final part of his career be- 
gan when, at the age of 69, he 


of Second Counsel to the Chair- 
man of Committees at the 
House of Lords, in practice the 
learned counsel to the House for 
its European Communities 
Committee on aE matters ctf Eu- 
ropean law. He served with 
Lord Dipiock, in particular in his 
role as Chairman of the Law 
Sub-Committee of the Euro- 
pean Communities Committee. 

Dipiock was only persuaded 
to take on that job in addition 
to that of a working Law Lord 


by being promised legal back- 
ing of a high order. In Sopwith. 
the promise was redeemed and 
they became a formidable duo 
and the best of friends. In both 
cases they were pro-European, 
but with an active sense of the 
limits of EC competence and 
the just requirements of British 
national needs. 

Sopwith was one of the cre- 
ators of the system of scrutiny 
by Parliamentary Committee of 
European Community propos- 
als - which in time come to af- 
fect all our lives - by examining 
them at an early stage, hearing 
evidence, elucidating them with 
the help of experts, reporting on 
their probable effects and 
whether desirable or not, and 
whether requiring amendment. 
He. with his parliamentary mas- 
ters and colleagues, realised 
that it was only by the hard work 
of understanding the policy is- 
sues involved that one could 
hope to affect the outcome of 
complicated negotiations in the 
Council of Ministers. 

In the late Seventies and 
early Eighties Sopwith was in- 
strumental in writing a notable 
series of reports on the EC 
company law harmonisation 
programme, such as Group 
Accounts, competition policy 
( Competition Practice), the su- 
pervision of the Community's fi- 
nances ( EEC Budget), and on 
the Community institutions {Di- 
rect Elections to the European 



Monique Lange 


mmctimmir* whose menus aicpi mui me mom«uc L*u<&c "*** *<■- 

^ to Wanabor- mem £ red best: Les Poissons- 
• tion, and when he heart dial Jean . /■‘Catfish" - her term for 


A peculiarly Parisian phenom- 
enon is the woman writer who 
is also an editor foe. one of the 
large publishers. Like hex friend 
Elisabeth GOle, a gifted novel- 
ist and editor who died just be- 
fore her, Monique Lange spent 
most of her adult lifo in the of- 
fices of publishers andmaga- 
zmes. She came bfa family of 
intellectuals who included two' 
philosophers, Henri Bergson 
and Emmanuel Bell, and her 
father Robert was a brilliant 
journalist abourwbose sad de- 
cline, into mental decrepitude 
she was to write her last book, 
Les Cottiers dichiris (“Tbm 
Notebooks”) in 1994. . 

Like Marguerite Duras, she 
had spent her childhood in In- 
dochina, and in die book she 
wrote about it in 1972, V ne pe- 
tite fiBe sous ime moustupuzire 
CA Little Giri under die Mos- 
quito Net”), she relatesfrer in- 
nocent incomprehension of 
religion and the complications 
of being a Jew. In a style that 
is always frank, fresh and live- 
ly, like a small but intefligent gjri 
tryin g to w phin pirrijng things 
to herself, she writes: “All those/ 
people had died simply be-r 
cause they were Jews, and here 
I was making every effort not to 
be one of them.” 

Even in childhood she had al- - 
ways loved words, and had 
started to write in emulation of 
her father, who was “always 
scribbling”. In the first book to 

bring her any great success, Ler 
Cannes de bain (“The Bathing 
Huts”, 1982), we find Lange at 
the seaside, at Roscoff, recu- 
perating from an illness, and 
taking the opportunity of this 
enforced leisure to put down 
memories of incidents from 
hex past - v ' •■'V 


■ Amsterdam street in 1959. and whose French rights she CD* 


trio. She tells us: 


. I fcad swum never to speak about 
Jean Genet Don’t know why- but 
as he bad done to so maty others, 
he had turned on me and rejected my 
friendship ... 

I was his slave in the years 1947- 


and manv others. (I met! again 
to obtain permission this ycarJD, - 
and no one took any notice:” 1 . 
at least Lange had consented . 
to sec me and discuss the 
matter.) ' 

She also wrote film scripts: 

— . ...n:„:v t • 


I was DB 3A2TC LOC ORC HiMJ WILHU »»««• 

48. My editors complained I was ae*- Roberto Rossellini’s -Vanina 
ex in my offices, because l.was thmm Henri-Georecs Qou- 
^Inm^downwy-t^ofan- ^^^rttoriodu 


Prism 

laughing eyes -he had the look of a Seta’s L mVUtZta and Joseph 
chucLHe told me he had to get oat Losev's La Truite (adapted 
ofhn hotel room becmise.heirashe-- by h cr from the novel by one of 
ine tracked by the pokce.it was a se- VnillnnA 


brine, his iiw from the HAtel de 
Chicago. 

Genet said be would comcand see 

me- tv”* morning at GaUunanL I 
didn’t know where I was going to 
spend the r igh t but an actress friend 
pot me up, Xndrie CWment,oneaf 
whose friends slept with me and gut 


of Piaf.and Cocteau: Sean. 
Cocteau , prince sans imaumc 


(1989) and Histoire de Piaf 
(1988). 

But it is for her beautifully 
limpid style in the novel 4hal 
Monique Lange will be re- 


Genet took pi 
have my room 


She discovers his books, 
reads them all avidly in wbat 
were then onW rare limited 
editions, and falls totally under 
his spell. Genet introduced her 
to a fellow-spirit, Violette 


o n J SndS chats (“Catfish" - her term for 
men who are not attra ct ed by 
women: her first book, 1959); 
i his books, Les Platanes (“The Plane 
ddty in wbat Trees", I960). Her husband 
rare ligated Juan Goytisolo has written an 
totally under affectionate memoir in the 
troduced her 1950s and 1960s when they 
lit, Violette started living together in an 


Public Trustee: Sopwith, left, hi 1962, anno u ncing the publication of the first book hn George Bernard 
Shaw's ‘Shavian Alphabet 1 - Androdes said the Lkxn Photograph: Hutton Getty 


Parliament). He eventually 
retired in 1982 at theageof77. 


Charles Sopwith was of the 
old school, not given to the ex- 
pression of his emotions; not for 
him the instant intimacy of to- 
day. He had the highest stan- 
dards and never countenanced 
the second-rate in others or 
spared himself. Though quiet 
and undemonstrative, be was in- 
variably warm and supportive in 
relations with colleagues and 
staff He will be remembered for 
his old-fashioned courtesy com- 
bined with a gentle twinkle. His 
dry sense oferamour would ex- 
tract -unexpected amusing as- 


pects from all persons and sit- 
uations around Him. He was 
deeply musical, and gave much 
voluntary effort to various 
musical charities and was for 
years a director and honorary 
fellow of the Royal Academy of 
Music. 

He married, at the age of 40, 
Ivy Violet Yeates, but their, 
happy marriage was prema- 
turely brought to a close when 
she died in 1968. and he never 
remarried. Instead be devoted 
his later years to his nephews 
and nieces and their. families, 
with whom he was able to Tfe-- 
laxand enjoy himselfrespedally 


in retirement, and give vent to 
his keen humour. 


Michael Wheeler-Booth 


She believed la words. She behaved 
so much m wbat weeds have the pow- 
er to express that she was also to suf- 
fer physically because of them. She,- 
the great talker, has trouble ex- 

p>Kmgliw^ll | hntrtit , BaTitiiniMv. 

vatesce at Roscoff, she’s sang to 
discover anew the people she loves 
. . . and also, perhaps, words. 


Leduc (to whom he had dedi- apartment in the nie Poisson- 

ntere, En las reinas de Taifit , • 
which was published in French 
as Les Royaumes ddchircs 
(1986). 

That word, dtchirt (“torn®) 
brings me back to Lange's last 
book, Les Cottiers dlchirts, in 
which she writes about "the un- 
believable full-stop that death 
implies when one docs not 
want tabe dead . . . The dead 
do not return. Only books have 
the duty and the power to make 
them come back to life, through 
words ...” The title refers to her 
tearing-up of all the notebooks 
she wrote covering the last 18 
years of her life, so as to be able 
to devote herself without their 
Lange: Hrapfd writing anecdotal help to the memoir 

of her father, a life that only 
cated Les Bonnes). But when death can put an end to. It is an 
Monique Lange candidly but account of five years of des- 
tactlessly told him he looked perate existence with his mea- 



cated Les Bonnes). But when 
Monique Lange candidly but 


QuzriesRonaM Sopwith, soSatar 
bom South Shields, Co Durham 
12 November 1905: Assistant So- 
licitor, Board of Inland Revenue 
1952-56, Principal Assistant So- 
3ialcr 1956-61, SdSator 1963-70; 
PubUcTrustee 1962-63; Ki 1966; 


The Alness she was recovering 
from was heart trouble, from, 
which she was to die, so her 
words about suffering through 


tactlessly told him he looked perate existence with his meib- 
like Violette (who was no ail tal disease: "Now, this march 


words were prophetic. 
In a brilliant ess: 


Deputy Secretary; Cabinet Office 
1970-72; Second Counsel to 


1970-72; Second Counsel to 
Chairman of Committees, House 
of Lords 1974-82; married 1946 
Ay Violet Yeates (died 1968); 
died Berkharristed, Hertfdrilshm 
15,Novembe£1996. ■ - - . 


Art Porter 


The jazz saxophonist Art Porter 
came from a musical family. His 
father. Art Porter Snr, was a 


professional pianist who led 
his own band, worked with the 


his own band, worked with the 
John Stubblefield band and, for 
a time, accompanied the singer 
Carmen McRae. Barter junior 
began playing saxophone at 15. 
initially in his father's band in 
Little Rock, Arkansas. His 
prodigal talents led him into 
some misfortune, however, and 
he was arrested and charged for 
working under age in a night 
club, {fortunately for him. die 
case caught the attention of the 
state attorney general. Bill Clin- 
ton, and, thanks to his involve- 
ment, the legislature changed 
the law, allowing youngsters to 
work in such establishments, if 
chaperoned by a legal guardian. 
The Act became known as the 
"Art Porter Bill". 

Porter was born in 1961 and 
studied at the Berklee School 
of Music and at the Virginia 
Commonwealth University. He 
became a protege of the pianist 
and educator Ellis Marsalis 


and, after moving to Chicago in 
the mid-Eigbties, undertook 
further studies with the tenor 
saxophonist Von Freeman. 

The less academic side of his 
career was conducted at a more 
empirical level He worked in 
the widely contrasting musical 
environments provided by Jack 
McDuffs earthy, organ-led 
combo and the exotic Pharaoh 
Sanders unit as it progressed the 
John Coltrane message. 

Porter's initial influence had 
been Charlie Parker and his be- 
bop-based style proved a useful 
tool in most of the situations in 
which he found himself. His in- 
terest in Coltrane had grown 
during his involvement with 
Sanders but he had avoided the 
fierce extremes into which this 
might have led him. He was a 
beDever in communication and 
he wanted his music to have a 
wider audience. He shunned the 
repertory, hard bop of the neo- 
classical jazz movement and 
was happy to introduce funki- 
er, rhythmic ingredients into his 
well-heated musical pot. 


On the tour dreoit in the 
Nineties, he demonstrated his 
penetrating sound and an im- 
provisational style that was 
more concerned with modest 
variation than in-depth musical 
analysis. The success of this pol- 
icy was endorsed by an audience 
response that suggested that he 
was correct in calling most 
heavily on his experience with 
file organ groups and on his own 
liking for R&B. 

At the time of his death. 
Porter could have been in Eu- 


rope. A trip, including a week 
at Ronnie Scott’s Club in Lon- 


at Ronnie Scott’s Club in Lon- 
don, had been proposed but his 
record company had influenced 
him to go to Bangkok for the 
1996 TTiailand International 
Jazz Festival. He was drowned 
in an accident when his boat 
capsized on a reservoir in 
western Thailand. 


Barey McRae 


Art Porter, saxophonist bom 
1961; married (two sons); died 
Kratha Taek, Thailand 23 
November 1996. 



In a brilliant essay con- 
tributed to the special number 
on Jean Genet in.Le Magazine 
Linhrdre in September 1993, die 
tells us: “1 was living in a cham- 
bre de bonne [a tiny attic] in the 
rue Jouffroy. I’d cast aside my 
bourgeois family to lead my .own . 
independent life.” It was that 
intoxicating po&whr period in ■ 
Paris, when it 'seemed"' very" 
heaven tofre stiJTaKve after the 
Occupation and the Nazi death 
camps. 

Lange had a job on a couple 
of magazines, run by Galli- 
mard. La Revue de cindma and 
the famous literary journal Les 
Temps modemes. She writes of 
her rapture at sitting next to 
Camus in the canteen -“a]] the 
girls wanted ton" - and of her 
first meeting with Jean Genet 
The tide of her essay describes 
those first impressions of “a 
man with laughing eyes’VThere ' 
is a big photograph ofiarigO 
strolling arm-in-arm with Genrt 
and his lover Abdallah in an 


painting) he turned against her 
and was very cold and unhelp- 
ful even while Lange was be- 
ginning to edit his books for 
GaUimard. (He complained be- 
cause she was also editing 


towards death, this combat for 
life, is a part of our daily exis- 
tence ... my father, since he was 
laid low, is no longer my enq£ 
my. Ifor his own sake, and for 
ours. I would wish it all over for 


Violetre, and he accused her " ■him." 
of holding up the publication of Robert Lange was a famous 

his own works m favour of journalist who led a brilliant and 
Violette’s.) distracted social life all over the 


It was all so typical of the at- world. *Tm the one man on 
Biosphere of those days, a fer- earth who met both Cienif- 
ment of friendship and hostility, . enceau and Chou En-Lai,” he 
love afid ioger, idealism and'woufd endlessly repeat in a 
sordid encounters. But th^q. T^lf-absorbed monotone.. 
Tange mettheloveofherl^ ’ _ Monique Lange writes of 
a Spanish novelist who" was ‘ Ter own approaching death, 
also working for GaDtmard, indirectly: "Unable to finish 


Juan Goytisolo, who married 
her. Genet referred to him as 
the hidalgo. 


his memoirs, they are written for 
him by his daughter as an act of 
true homage and true love. I 


Monique Lange took over know I must give this account 
the translation section at Gal- of his last, interminable journey. 


luv uoi^iuutm at w uu uuh uuwi uuuuviw j via iiwj • 

Jjmard, where I met beT in my I know too that my writing of 
vain attempts to gain permission it win take me away, to some 


to publish the French text of 
Paul Val&y’s long poem La fe- 
rine Parque with my own verse 
translation en face. She was 


other place ..." Fortunately, her 
death came suddenly. ? 

James Kirfcnp 


Ufuimuuvu jutiC - uuw iroo - - — — 

kind,. but vague about some- Monique Lange, writer and edi- 
thihg so unimportant to her, so ton bom Pais 11 September 


important to me. She was 
friendly with many great namesj 
including William Faulkner, 


Yernon Elliott 


The story of Vernon Elliott’s 
meeting with the Guyanese 
dancer Ken “Shakehips” John- 


son [obituary by John Pilgrim. 
30 November] is wrong on 
several counts, writes . Val 

Wilmer. 


As. Johnson’s biographer. I 
rent a lot of time with Vernon 


Porter penetrating sound and Improvisational-styte 


spent a lot of time with Vernon 
and Nora Mukle to ascertain ex- 
actly when this took place. 
Eliott was at college and still 
carrying his double-bass riicut 


In'3936 when taken to the 
Shim-Sham Qub by a neigh- 
bour. Having played in a cou- 
ple of dance bands, he sat in for 
a few tunes with the American 
pianist Garland Wilson and 
made an impression on John- 
son, who was in tire audience. 
This was by no means a regu- 
lar job, and Johnson, who had 
been fronting aiouring band for 
just a few months, was a long 
way from the established figure 


he became when he went into 
the Cafe de Paris three years 
later. 

The Cafe was not bombed 
nntii March 1941. By then, the 
Shim-Sham was long gone, & 
liott had been called lip, so 
could not have remained active 
in music, and, despite the con- 
stantly repeated myth, Johnson 
and one of his saxophonists 
were the only musicians, to lose 
their lives. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 


CHURCHILL: Peacefully, on Adwm 
Sunday. ( Dcvemher. John Churchill, 
musician, much-luvcd husband of 
Jean and lather of Jonathan, Nicola 
and hicr. Private crermtirm ThnnL-< u 
ghm£ service in Si Gilo's Church. Std 
bury. Devon, on Wednesday H 


December at UOpm. No Dowers by 
request but donaiions if desired to Sid- 
mouth Hospisccarc or Sidmoutb 


Hospital Comforts Fond, c lo Nonh- 
cuu Bren be i*. Church Street. Sidford. 


colt Bra be in Church Street. Sidford. 
Sidmouth. Devon EX 11) 9RE. 
JESSEL: Dame Penelope, peacefully at 
home in Cassington. on 1 December, 
widow of Bobby, much loved moth- 


er of Stephen and David and grand* 
mother of Ben. Robert and Miranda. 


mother oT Ben. Robert and Miranda. 
Funeral al S) Laurence's Church, Ap- 
pleton. on Sauirdav < December at 
130pm. 


Announcements for Gazette 
BIRTHS. MARRIAGES & DEATHS 
I Births, Adoptions, Marriages, 
Deaths, Memorial service*, Wed- 
dlng anniversaries. In Memoriamj 
should be sent in writing to the 
Gazette Editor: The Independent, I 
Canada Square, Canary Wharf, 
London EM SDL, telephoned lo 
0171-293 2011 (24-hour answering 
machine 0171-293 2012) or Cased to 
0171-293 2010, and are charged at 
£6-50 a line IVAT extra). OTHER 
Gazette announcements (notices, 
functions, Fbctbcoralag marriages. 
Marriages) must be submitted in 
writing (or fexed) and are charged 
at £10 a fine, VAT ntra. They should 
be accompanied by a daytime 
telephone ntunbec 


Birthdays 

The Marchioness of Anglesey, 
former chairman. Broadcasting 
Complaints Commission, 72; Sir 
Stephen Barrett, former ambassador 
to Poland, 65; Lt-Col Sir Simon 
Bland, former royal equerry, 73; Mr 
Jeff Bridges, actor, 47: Mrs Angela 
Browning MP. Parliamentary Secre- 
t ary. Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, 
50; Mr Horst Buchholz. actor, 64; 
Mr Ronnie Corbett, comedian, 66; 
Admiral Sir David Dobson, former 
chief of staff to Commander Allied 
Naval Forces Southern Europe, 5S; 
Miss Deanna Durbin (Mme Charles 
David), actress and singer, 75: Mr 
Adrian Head, circuit judge, 73: Miss 
Gemma Jones, actress, 54; Mr Clive 
Leach, chairman, Butler Advertising 
and Marketing, 62; Mis Pamela 
Winifred Matthews, former Pr in c i pal, 
Westfield College, 82; Mr Richard 
Meade, Three-Day Even ter, 58; Miss 
Yvonne Minton, mezzo-soprano, 5& 
Lotd Morris of Castle Morris, former 
Principal, St David's University Col- 
lege. Lampeter. 66; Dr A l Rowse. 
Emeritus Fellow, All Souls College, 
Oxford. 93; Mbs Pamela Stephenson, 
actress and comedienne, 46. 


Plessis, Cardinal and due de Riche- 
lien. statesman, 1642; Thomas 
Hobbes, political philosopher, 1679; 
Edward Benjamin Britten. Baron 
Brinen. composer, 1976. On this day: 
Nicholas Breakspear was elected 
Ifopc Adrian IV, thus becoming the 
only Englishman to be pope, 1154; 
income tax was first introduced, by 
WQii'am Pin, 1798. Today is the 
Feast Day of St Anno, St Bernard of 
Parma, St John of Damascus. St 
Marutbas, St Osmund and St Sola. 


D inner s 


United Oxford and Cambridge 
University Club 

Sir Peter Yananton, former Chair- 
man of the Sports Council, was the 
principal speaker at a dinner held yes- 
rerday at the United Oxford and 
Cambridge University Club House, 
London SWJ. His subject was “Pro- 
fessionalism in Sport”. 


Parents to be assessed with child in care 


Lectures 

Victoria and Albert Mnseum: Mar- 
garet Timraers and Eric Turner, 
‘Painted Interiors in the V&A", 
2_J0pm- 

Ihte Gallery: Colin Cruise, “Imagi- 
nation and Faith in Victorian Paint- 
ing", lpm. 

Gresham College, Barnard's Inn 
Hall, London ECl: Professor Ian 
Stewart, “Chaos and the Quantum”, 
lpm. 


Byron Society 

Mr Geoffrey Bond hosted the Byron 
Society's Christmas Dinner held yes- 
terday evening at the Carlton Club, 
St James's, London SWL Mr An- 
thony Lejeime spoke on “The Ghost 
of St James’s”. 


Re C (a minor) (Interim care 
order: residential assessment); 
House of Lords (Lord Brcrwne- 
WHkinson, Lord Griffiths, Lord 
Lloyd of Berwick. Lord Nicholis 
of Birkenhead, Lead Hope of 
Craighead) 28 November 1996 


LAW REPORT 

~ ‘ — 

. 4 December 3996 


Anniversaries 


Births: Thomas Carlyle, author. 
1795; Rainer Maria Rilke, poet, 
1875. Deaths: Armand-Jcan du 


Luncheons 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Mr Jeremy Hanley MP. Minister of 
State for Foreign and Common- 
wealth Affairs, hosted a hmch yes- 
terday at Admiralty House, Loudon 
SWL for Mr Masahiko Komura, the 
J^wnese Slate Secretary for Foreign 


Gmingsby Club 

Mr Michael Howard QC MP. Sec- 
retaiy of Stale for Home Affairs, was 
the guest of honour and speaker at 
the Christmas Dinner of the Con- 
ingsby Club held yesterday evening 
at the Army and Navy Club, London 
SW1. Mr Anthony ftusons. Chair- 
man, presided. 


English-Speaking Union 

Mia Mary Robinson. President of Ire- 
land, gave the English-Speaking 
Union's 1997 Churchill Lecture yes- 
ietday at Guildhall. London EC2. 
Baroness Brigsiocke, Chairman of 
the Union, presided. Sir John Coles 
also spoke. 


A court making an interim 
care order in favour of the lo- 
cal authority bad power muter 
s38(6) of tiie Children Act 1989, 
to direct that both the child 
concerned and its parents be 
placed at a residential assess- 
ment centre pending the final 
hearing of care proceedings. 

The House of Lords allowed 
the parents' appeal against the ' 
decKion of the Court of Appeal 
(Case Summaries. 11 Novem- 
ber 1996) and restored the de- 
cision of Mrs Justice Hogg, 
directing that the parents and 
child be placed together in a 
residential assessment uniL 

Section 38 provides: 


ROVAL ENGAGEMENTS 
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Changing of tbe Guard 


(6) Where the court makes an in- 
terim care order, or interim super- 
vision order, it may give such 
directions (if any) as it considers ap- 
propriate with regard to tbe medical 
or psychiatric examination or other 
assessment of the child ... ' 

(7) A direction under subsection (6) 
may beta (he effea that there Is n> 
be - (a) no such caamwiatimr or 
assessment ... 


of an interim cue order 
after suffering serious non- 
actidental injuries for which, his 
parents were unabletb provide 
a satisfactory explanation. Tbe 
parents were both young; and 
inexperienced, the mother 
being 17 at the time of his . 
birth, tbe father 16, and lacked 
family backing. The court ap- 
pointed a guardian ad litem for 
the child, who was placed with 
foster parents. 

Social workers employed by 
the local authority concluded 
that an in-depth assessment at 
a residential unit was essentia) 
to test the parents’ long-term 
ability to cope. That recom- 
mendation was supported by a 
clinical psychologist who bad 
assessed the parents, and by the 
guardian ad litem. 

Tbe local authority did 'not 
agree, and opposed tbe appli- 
cation on the ground that the 
court had no jurisdiction to 
make tbe order under section 


Ihing iSharpe Pritdtard. for Booth dc 
Middleton, ObDtem) far the mother; 
A. Humbeton 1 QC and AnAony Hay- 
den (Sharpe Pritchard, for Norcmss 
* Lees & Riches, Oldham) for the fa- 
ther; David Ranis QC and Maureen 
Roddy (GJF. Smith, Oldham) for die 
local authority; Lesley Newton and 
Ceri Wmtock (Tempahy Taylor; Old- 
ham) for the child's pmthan ad titan. 


38(6). The judge rejected that 
argument and, in the exercise 


**■»“** R c pka ml nun 
f* flaraa (Ma. Ilnw. 


WP" Wh U*t3SK?<w' "***■ 


. The child, born on 11 June 
1995, was made the subject 


argument and, in the exercise 
of her discretion, decided to 
make the order sought; but the 
Court of Appeal reversed her 
decision. 

Anthony Rumbdow QC end Gillian 


Lord Browue-WOkiiison said 
the judge’s attention had not 
been drawn to the then unre- 
ported decision of the Court of 
-Appeal in Re Af (minors) (In- 
terim care order: direct ions) 
[19961 3 FCR 137, holding 
that there was no jurisdiction 
.under section 38(6) to order 
such residential assessment 

The appeal court in the pre- 
sent case held that it was bound 
hy its earlier decision in Re M, 
but was plainly unhappy at the 
resulL 

There were two possible 
constructions of section 38(6) 
arid (7). one narrow, the oth- 
er purposive and broader. The 
Court of Appeal in Re Al 
adopted the narrow view, it 
held that the words "other as- 
sessment of the child" had to 
be construed ejusdem generis. 


with the words “medical or psy- 
chiatric examination" and at- 
tached decisive importance to 
the fact that the subsection only 
referred to examination pr as- 
sessment “of the child”, not of 
any other person. 

His Lordship could not ac- 
cerpt this narrow (xmstrortfon. 
The Act should be construed 
purposively so as (o give .effect 
to the underlying intentions of 
Parliament The purpose of 

subsection (6) was to enable the 
court to obtain the information 
necessary for its own decisioii. 

It was true that subsections 
(6) and (7) only referred to as- 
sessment “of tbe cfaSd” but it 
was impossible to assess a 
young child divorced from its 
environment The interaction 1 
between the child and its par- 
ents or other carers was tut es- 
sential element in making any 
assessment of the Child. 

The subsections should be 
broadly construed. They con- 
ferred jurisdiction on the court 
to order or prohibit any as- 
sessment which involved the 
participation of the child and 
was mreeted- to providing 
tbe court with material wfafch 
it required to reach . a 
proper decision at tta* 
hearing. • -i ?:l :: ; 


1926; married Juan Goytisolo ^ 
(one daughter); died Paris 7 
October 1996. 



Pan! Magratb. Barrister 
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Insider dealing jury 
fails to reach verdict 


191 Treanor 
and Peter Rogers 

The insider dealing trial of 
Douglas Swinden, the former 
director of strategy at Eastern 
Electricity, ended inconclu- 
sivejy yesterday after the jury 
failed to reach a verdict. 

This leaves Dr Swinden, 53. 
facing a retrial in the new year 
if Ian Lang, Secretary of State 
for the Department of Trade 
and Industry (DTI), decides to 
pursue the case, though doubts 
were raised yesterday about 
whether it would go ahead. 

Separately, it emerged yes- 
terday that in the wake of this 
setback that the DTI had se- 
cured a conviction in another in- 
sider trading case, the first this 
year. 

The DTI confirmed that 
Geoffrey Atkinson and John 
Hawksby were found guilty on 
1 November of insider trading 
in the shares of Queens Moat 
Houses. The two men are due 
to be sentenced tomorrow. 

Legal sources said it would be 
usual for the case of Dr 
Swinden to be tried again, but 
the trial judge, Mr Justice 
Mitchell indicated he did not 
think a retrial would be neces- 
sary. 

“L would like to place on the 
record my feelings for what they 
are worth. But I do feel it 
would be wrong to proceed 
with the matter,'* the judge 


said at Snaresbrook Crown 
Court, east London. 

He sakt “There were very un- 
usual circumstances in the 
case." They included evidence 
of the company secretary of 
Eastern, who told Dr Swinden, 
when asked, that he did not be- 
lieve the information was un- 


published and price-sensitive 
and therefore he could see no 
reason prohibiting Dr Swinden 
from buying shares in another 
company. 

The jury deliberated for 
seven and a half hours but 
foiled to agree. 

Dr Swinden had denied the 


The DTI's 10-year record 


Insider dealing convictions 
1996 Geoffrey Atkinson and John Hawtaby awaiting sentence 

this week. Convicted on 1 November of deartng in Queens 
Moat Houses shares. . 

1995 Brian Ridge lined £1,300 and costs fix dealing in London 
. Scottish Bank and feifc Ford Gp. 

1994 - Ian Morrissey and Lorefia Staines each fined £1,500, dealing 
•• Fn.Aaronson Bros. 

1993 . Mo convictions 

1992 David Gray; 6 months suspended fix 2 years, fined £5,000 
and £500 costs, trading in Reasurama. Three other people's 
. convictions in the same case ownumed on appeal m 1994. 
1991 Frederick Stabbing fined £5000 and £500 costs, and Peter 
Sewefl £24,000 and £5,000 coses, for trading in Camotech. 
fuor Goocfrnan 18 months imprisonment, 9 mexifts suspended, 

disqualified for 10 years as dtectnr, for trading in Unjgapshares 
1990 John HemyLutiris fined £750 and £432 costs, Peter 

. Bernard Lukins fined £500 and £290 costs, trading m shares 
of Pteud Garnet 

Malcolm Gooding 120 hours community service, £500 
. costs, trading In Hawtal Whiting 

1989 Nicholas Rushbrooke fined £2,000 and £750 costs, trading 
in PfccadiBy Radio 

Keith Robinson fined £1000 and £500 costs, trading In '• 
Mercantile House Holdings - 
John Hales fined £15,000, £1,000 costs, trading In Mine* 

- Holdings 

1988 Wiliam Reardon- Smith fined £3,000, £2.000 costs, trading 
in Reardon-Smlth Une 

1987 Ranald Jenkins fined £10,000. £2,000 costs, trading in 
Steel Brothers and British & Commonwealth. 

: Geoffrey Colher, 12 months sentence suspended for two 
years, £25,000 fine and £7,000 costs. 


two 

between 24 June and 1 August 
1994. 

These were the first charges 
brought under tbe Criminal 
Justice Act 1993 which gave tbe 
DTI greater powers in insider 
dealing cases. 

“We are considering oar po- 
sition,” a spokesman for the 
DTI said yesterday. A decision 
is expected within the week. 

The DU alleged that Dr 
Swinden bought shares in See- 
board, another electricity com- 
pany, before a price-sensitive, 
confidential report by the reg- 
ulator was released. 

Dr Swinden had bought 2,000 
Seeboard shares at 350p each ' 
out of a £15,000 bonus he had 
received from Eastern. 

Seeboard shares rose lOOp in 
a month after the report by Pro- 
fessor Stephen Littlechild, the 
electricity regulator, was pub- 
lished 

Clare Montgomery QG pros- 
ecuting, said cforing the trial “Dr 
Swinden was in a privileged po- 
sition compared with anyone 
who was thinking about buying 
shares. He knew there was 
good news around the comer 
and bought those shares when 
be should not have.” 

Professor Littlechild wrote to 
the directors of the 12 region- 
al electricity companies on 24 
Jnne 1994, giving proposals for 
price controls. He made them 
public on August 11. 



* 


Ian Lang: The Trade Secretary must now decide whether to pursue to Sinden case 


“The professor was propos- 
ing a better deal for the corn- 


improvement upon changes 
which had caused the Stock Ex- 
change shock, with the effect 
that millions of .pounds was 


wiped off the value of the 
shares,” Ms Montgraety said. 

“The information Dr 
Swmden had was not in the pub- 
lic domain. The public did not 
have copies of the letter that he 
had been given,” she said. 


Dr Swinden denied using 
price sensitive information and 
said there was no indication 
whether share prices would rise 
. or not as result of the regula- 
tor's announcement. 

Comment, page 21 


British Energy rump 
nets £L20m for Treasury 


Michael Harrison 

The flotation of British Ener- 
gy yesterday turned out to 
possess a silver lining for tax- 
payers after all, as the Gov- 
ernment raised £120in by 
selling its remaining stake in 
the nuclear power company. 

The sale was part of a wider 
auction of the Government's 
rump holdings in privatised 
utilities, which raised a total of 
£257m to help hind the tax cuts 
announced in last week's 
Budget 

Rothschilds, acting for the 
Treasury, sold 81 million 
British Energy shares to HSBC 
James Cape! at 147.5p a share 
- a near 50 per cent premium 
to the price at which the part- 
ly-paid shares were floated in 
July. 

The auction also saw Dres- 
dner Kleinwort Benson pick up 
18.8 million shares in Scottish 
Power equivalent to around 1.6 
per cent of tbe company. 

The Treasury also took ad- 
vantage of a buoyant market to 
dispose of small residual stakes 
in National Grid, Northern 
Ireland Electricity, Scottish 


Hydro, PowerGeo, Severn 
Trent, South West Water and 
Wessex Water. Most if not all 
of the companies that the 
Treasury sold shares in are vul- 
nerable to Labour’s windfall 
tax. 

The proceeds from the sale 
of the Government’s remain- 
ing stake in British Energy will 
come as a consolation to min- 
isters after the way the origi- 
nal public offer flopped so 
badly last summer. The fully- 
paid shares were priced at just 
203p - dose to the bottom of 
the Government’s target 





range, raising just £1.4bn for 
the taxpayer - some £5 00m 
short of earlier expectations. 
The first day of dealings 
turned into an unprecedented 
privatisation flop as the part- 
ly paid shares crashed by more 
than 10 per cent from their 
opening price of lOOp. 

Since then, however, the 
shares have recovered to be 
one of the best performing 
stocks on the market. Last 
night the shares dosed un- 
changed at 147.5 p - up 47_5p 
on their offer price 5 months 
ago. 

The sharp rise in the share 
price has led to some mutter- 
mgs that the company was 
sold too cheaply. 

However, Government 
sources pointed to the fact that 
even at the rock bottom price 
of 203p it was still left with 
nearly 13 per cent of the com- 
pany on its hands. 

More than 600.000 private 
investors applied for shares, 
leaving the public offer 2.4 
times subscribed and resulting 
in the allocation for small 
shareholders being raised from 
30 to 43 per cent of the offer. 


Racal moves to calm fears 
with news of £2bn link-up 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Racal Electronic^. yesterday 
sought to stem shareholder dis- 
content after Monday’s disas- 
trous profits warning by 
announcing an agreement to 
join with a rival defence con- 
stortium to bid -for .a £2bn 
British army radio contract. 

However Sfr Ernest Harrison, 
the companyVchainnan, failed 
to discount speculation that he 
was considering retiring from 
the group he has managed for 
tbe past 30 years. Asked 
whether it was time for him to 
leave his job at the age of 70, 
he said: “The whole question of 
succession is always under re- 
view.” He declined to be drawn 
further on any firm plans. 

Sir Ernest was launching a 
fierce defence of his strategy 
after the profits warning on 
Monday which stunned in- 
vestors and knocked IS per 
cent off the company's share 
price. Describing Racal as a 
“super" company and - a 
“tremendous success,” he totally 
rejected accusations that the 


management had been wrong- 
footed by delays to contracts in 
its Radio Communications di- 
.visioq, ye.’.CQUtinued: .“The 
businesses are not going, wrong, 
they are going wefl.” 1 

Directors also insisted that 
the first time they had heard 
.about the problems with the 
contracts, which would be worth 
.some £30m fo Ratal's sales 
this year, was at a scheduled 
board meeting last Friday. Sir 
Ernest said the radio business 
was “more supervised than any 
other activity in the company.” 

He revealed that Racal had 
agreed to team up with ITT 
Defence of the US to jointly bid 
for the £2bn Bowman contract 
to replace the British Army’s 
battlefield radio system. Racal 
had been in partnership with 
Siemens Plessey in a team 
called “Yeoman” to bid for 
Bowman, billed as the largest 
UK military communi catio ns 
programme ever, with ITT as 
the remaining rival bidder left 
in the race. 

However both Racal-Ftessey 
and ITT have become increas- 
ingly frustrated at delays by dm 


the 


UK Government in placing i 
order. The Ministry of Defence 
recently announced that 'the 


... ;r. from 1998 to 1! , 

A jomf bid with TIT needs 
approval from the Ministiy of 
Defence, though David EIs- 
bury, Racal chief executive, 
pointed out that die Yeoman 
consortium had already spent 
£35ra in research and develop- 
ment work. “It’s difficult to be 
enthusiastic and support those 
RAD costs,” he said. 

However he claimed that a 
tie-up with ITT would give the 
combined operation more than 
two thirds of the global defence - 
radio market, worth around 
£5G0m a year. If the MaD ap- 
proves the link-up with ITT it 
would go some way to restruc- 
turing RacaJ's radio division, 
which is currently the subject of 
a strategic review. 

The news about Bowman 
helped Racal shares to recover 
a little of the ground they lost * 
on Monday, rism£ Up to 236p. 
They had closed at 275p last 
Friday. 

Racal yesterday confirmed 


that its half-yearly profits had 
fallen by 30 per cent to £21 «2m 
after a £10m charge for re- 
structuring Data products op- 
erations. Th e profits. wanting 
had earlier estimated that earn- 
ings for the year as a whole 
would be around £5 Dm, com- 
pared with £70.4m in 1995. 

However speculation that Sir 
Ernest is to retire would be like- 
ly to raise further doubts about 
Racal’s long-term direction. He. 
joined the company in 1951 as 
company secretary and financial 
accountant, gaining a seat on 
the board 10 years later and be- 
coming chairman in 1966. 

In the years that followed Sir 
Ernest became the acknowt-.j 
edged “king" of shareholder 
value, delisting investors with 
his demerger policy, which saw 
Vodafone and then Chubb, the 
security business, hived off into 
separate businesses. 

After massive growth in the 
mobile phone market, Voda- 
fone is now worth £7.9bn, 
while Chubb, with a market 
value of some £930m, is also 
worth more than what remains 
of RacaL 


United 
Airlines 
steps up 
attack on 
alliance 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

United Airlines, the world’s 
largest carrier, yesterday 
stepped up its attack on the 
iroposed alliance between 
British Airways and American 
Airlines as officials from the 
UK and US governments 
resume their “open skies" 
negotiations aimed at liberal- 
ising access to Heathrow 
airport. 

The outcome of this late% 
round of talks, which start m 
London today and is expected 
to continue until Friday, could 
determine whether the US 
regulatory authorities will give 
the BA-American partnership 
their approval. The US gov- 
ernment has already stated 
that it will only approve the al- 
liance if Ihe UK frees-up access 
to Heathrow. 

Cyril Murphy, United Air- 
lines head of international af- 
fairs, said the link-up should 
only be approved if American 
Airlines gave up the bulk of its 
lucrative take-off and landing 
slots at Heathrow. .... 

Stepping up United's lobby- 
ing effort, he said this would 
mean American losing 30 slots 
at the airport, plus a further six 
at Chicago and 12 at John F 
Kennedy airport in New York. 
These would then be rc-allo- 
cated to other US carriers by 
the American Department of 
Transportation. In addition. 
BA and American should w 
prevented from obtaining new 
slots for 5 years. 

“The price should be paid by 
the guys who are eliminating 
the competition, not the guys 
who are being asked to provide 
the competition,” said Mr 
Murphy. 

Hie alliance would give BA 
and American around 60 per 
cent of seat capacity between 
the UK. and US and give them 
a monopoly on routes between 
Heathrow and Boston, Dallas 
and Miami. 

The UK competition watch- 
dog, the Office of Riir Trading, 
is also thought to have called 
for the two carriers to divest 
themselves of slots at 
Heathrow if the alliance is.to 
escape a lengthy probe by the 
Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission. The OFT report 
is currently being considered by 
the Department of Trade ana 
Industry, with a decision ex-^ 
peered in the next couple off 
weeks. 

However a spokesman for 
British Airways last night in- 
sisted the company would fight 
any proposals to give up slots: 
We see absolutely no reason 
why we should hand over to 
United or indeed any other air- 
line assets which weVe invest- 
ed very heavily in over the fifty 
years we've operated at 
Heathrow.” 




Singer makes City debut 


Patrick Tooher 


He has done for Galway Bay 
and Danny Bay what Rh-er- 
dancc did for jigs and reels, or 
\bl Doonican achieved with 
sweaters. 

Now Daniel O'Donnell, the 
squeaky-clean and hugely suc- 
cessful Irish singer, has hit the 
right note m the City. 

The easy-listening star is by 
far the biggest selling artist at 
Ritz. the music publishing 
group whose shares start trad- 
ing this morning on the light- 
ly-regulated Ofex market 

A placing of 1 million shares 
at 55p values the company at 
just over £10m. 

Michael Clcrkin, the owner 
of Ritz who will retain a stake 


worth more than £7 Jra, plans 
to pump the new cash into pro- 
moting other acts, which in- 
clude country singers Charlie 
Landsborough, Mary Duff and 
Dominic Kirwan. 

But it is Mr O'Donnell who 
is the main attraction . Some 
£200,000 is earmarked to dou- 
ble the spending on a pre- 
Christmas advertising blitz for 
his latest chart-topping album, 
“Songs Of Inspiration”, and a 
Jive video. 

Mr O'Donnell, who has mo- 
nopolised the UK country mu- 
sic charts since the Ei gh ties, has 
a fan club boasting 25,000 
members and plays to sell-out 
crowds across Britain and Ire- 
land. Devotion to Mr O'Don- 
nell borders on the messianic. 


Every year thousands flock to 
his home in the tiny Co 
DongeaJ village of Kincass- 
lagh, where Mr O'Donnell’s 
mother greets well-wishers with 
cups of tea. 

Recently a couple of fans left 
their home in Bristol and 
bought a caravan just to live 
near their idol. 

They have seen him on stage 
40 times and made 30 trips to 
Donegal 

Founded 15 years ago, Ritz’s 
first big hit came in 1982 when 
Foster & Allen, an unknown 
duo, made the Lop 20 singles 
chart wiLh,4 Bunch of Thyme. 

Directors are forecasting 
profits of £525,000 on sales of 
£5.7m for the year to March 
1997. 


Gilts dearing system delayed 


Peter Rodjgers 

Financial Editor 


The Bank of England has de- 
layed a much-improved clear- 
ing system for the gilts market 


ire put 

City resources by the problems 
getting the Crest share settle- 
ment system up and running. 
The new gilts settlement system 
will use Crest software. 

As a result of the delay, a new 
City market in “stripped” gilts, 
where tbe interest and princi- 
pal are traded separately, will 
be delayed until the start of the 


:, a Budget tax con- 
cession linked directly to the 
new strips market will take ef- 
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fect on 7 June, despite the de- 
lay in starting the upgraded gilts 
settlement system. 

The Treasury concession al- 
lows all interest payments on 
gflts to be made gross, without 
tax deducted. at source. This 
payment of interest gross is es- 
sential for the new strips mar- 
ket to operate. 

The Bank of England said it 
was intended to keep open the 
option of merging the settle- 
ment systems for gilts and 
shares in future, once they were 
folly up and running. The Bank 
set up Crest, though it handed 
it over to a large group of City 
shareholders. Asa first step, the 
two settlement systems are to 
use the same networks, Synte- 
gra and Swift 


Meanwhile, Crest and the 
Bank are sharing information 
about the improvements being 
mtroduced to the new share set- 
Uement system in the ligjit of ex- 
perience with commissioning. 

Crest is the first fully com- 
puterised share settlement sys- 
tem, and is gradually taking over 
from the Stock Exchange's old 
Talisman settlement operation. 

Teething problems caused 
an outcry among brokers. The 
Crest system was on the brink 
of a arias last month as pressure 
grew to suspend its commis- 
sioning because of delays mop- 
era lion. 

Bat a Crest board meeting 
lass week decided to stick to the 
previously planned date of next 
April for fell commissioning. 
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Profit warning 



shares into dive 


Magtuis Grinxond 


Doling Kindezsley, the books to 
CD-Rom publishing group, saw 
£60m wiped off its stock market 
value yesterday after warning that 
profits. would be hit by the cur- 
rent strength of the pound and 
a soft US books market. 

P&ter Kinderaley, chairman 
and chief executive, told share- 
holders at the company’s anrmal 

meeting that sterling's 9 per cent 
appreciation since September 
would cut sales by £5m and pre- 
tax profits by £1.6m if sus- 
tained throughout the rest of the 
financial year to next June. 

The warning sent the group's 
highly-rated shares, which 
peaked at 645p in May, plung- 
ing to 420p at one stage yes- 


terday, although they, later 
rallied to end 82-5p down at 
436p. Three years ago, Dorlmg 
saw its shares dive by around 
lOOp after it said problems with 
a distributor would hit profits. 

Yesterday’s; warning is just 
the latest in a series from British 
companies forecasting that their 
export business or die translation 
of oveiseas earnings would be hit 
by the pound’s nse. Yesterday 
Siebe, Britain’s biggest engi- 
neering group, said its half year 
profits of £I90m would have 
been around £9m lower if trans- 
lated at current exchange rates. 

Around 40 per cent of Dor- 

\ 


ling’s sales are in the US. Al- 
though the. group is establish- 
ing a sales force across the® 
Atlantic, the group’s costs are 
predominantly determined in 
sterling, so it will be squeezed 
if the doUar cootnuies to be 
weak against the pound. 

The problem is befog corn- 



group has been 
the past two years, andt 
trading in CD-Rorns. 

Rod Hare, mazing director 
said big pub letters like Random 
House and HarperCoUius hod 
also been complaining recent- 
ly of flat markets aerpss the 
Atlantic, along trifo focreasmg 
levels of book retxzri& He be- 
lieved itwoulcfbea short-term 
problem os retailers reviewed 
their stocks toobtain the high- 
est margins. CD-Roms were no 
worse than expected he said, 
but there continued to be heavy 
competition for shelf space, 
'while many retafleis bad-gone 
into Chapter 1 1 insolvency. _ 

Analysts -cut their forecasts ” 
from around £2Um to between 
£18m and£is;5m yester^y.to 
take account of foe problems. 
Loma Tflbian of brokers; 
mure Gordon agreed tiw diffi- 
culties were short-tenn. Md 
suggested this was a r-flaymg 
opportunity for the'itfiitfrcs. 
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Sterling’s stumble signals end of its glory days 


COMMENT 


'So what is going on 
here? Certainly it was 
not concern on the 
part of the 
Government that 
caused sterling to 
falter, if there was 
anxiety at the Treasury 
and the Bank of 
England about the 
strength of the pound, 
it hasn't showed* 


TTas the pound finally reached its high 
fjLpomt? There was certainly reason to 
think this yesterday as sterling took a tum- 
ble in foreign exchange markets. Perhaps sig- 
nificantly. there was no particular reason for 

it, other than that dealers thought the 
pound’s recent rise could no longer be sus- 
tained. So perhaps we are not, after all. look- 
ing at the great sea change hailed by some 
in the pound's standing - sterling as a safe 
haven, the next Swiss franc, and all that. 

So what is going on here? Certainly it was 
not concern on the part of the Government 
that caused sterling to falter. If there was 
anxiety at the Treasury and the Bank of Eng- 
land about the strength of the pound, it 
hasn't showed. So far. there has been no 
intervention by the Bank of England in for- 
eign exchange markets, nor has there been 
much comment from ibe Chancellor. 

When you think about it, however, there 
is no earthly reason why he should be con- 
cerned. In the short to medium term, a 
strong pound is all to the good, politically 
at least For a start it means cheaper for- 
eign holidays. Then there's that sense of 
national pride that springs from a strong cur- 
rency. More important still, the deflation- 
ary effect decreases the pressure on Mr 
Qarke to raise interest rates. 

The only people complaining about it 
were exporters. If they get hurt then plainly 
that eventually affects the real economy and 
the Government. But there is a relatively 
long lag here and it seems unlikely there 


xanync 

ilhs left 


sjx months left to an election. The upshot is 
that there is no incentive at all for Mr Clarice 
to do anything about a strong pound. 

Moreover there is good reason to believe 
that it is in any case only a temporary phe- 
nomenon. The pound is not made inherently 
attractive just because the Germans seem 
prepared to give up their strong D-mark for 
a softer and more volatile Euro. Meanwhile 
there are problems aplenty building up in the 
domestic economy, most urgently that of 
runaway consumer demand. TTiis looks des- 
tined to bring higher interest rates with or 
without the strong pound. Anyone who 
believes the picture is going to look any bet- 
ter under Mr Blair is whisumg in die wind; 
Labour is going to find it much harder to 
hold the fid on spending while big tax 
increases to correct the problem are going 
to be as difficult for Mr Blair as they are for 
Mr Clarke - they would risk strangling the 
new administration at birth. This is not a 
backdrop conducive to a strong currency of 
Swiss like predictability and resilience. 


Another bungle on 
insider dealing 



mg a year to securities regulators. But con- 
victions are still as rare as summer snow. Most 


of them never even get to court This year 
there has been a grand total of two trials, one 
of which fizzled out y e sterda y with a hung 
jury. Amazingly the other produced a guilty 
verdict, though we do not yet know the sen- 
tence but it hardly makes much difference. 

Over the years, criminal prosecutions for 
insider dealmg have produced a lamentable 
record of which neither legislators nor pros- 
ecutors can be proud. The law was beefed 
up in 1993, but few believe that this wiD do 
much good. This is an issue that is giving eth- 
ical standards in the City a bad name, and 
deservedly so. As a result, there las been 
much hand wrin ging among regulators over 
what to do next 

The problem is that a large number of 
what we can only call professional insider 
dealers gets away scot free every year -am- 
ply because they are so good at their egre- 
' us calling. It is the occasional amateur 
t tends to get caught and fined. 

The mystery about it is that the DTI has 
pOWeiS lO tnv wtfigaie insider Abating tha t go 
tar beyond those available to the police in the 
ordinary course of their investigations. Inspec- 
tors can trample over what are normally 
regarded as core civil liberties with impunity. 
Karen Morgan Thomas, a former stockbroker 

aJ James Caprf, w ho rare m ^ n rently rat i ght itp 

- through her acquaintance with Lord Archer 

- in investigations into insider trading in 
Anglia TV shares is so incensed about her 
treatment that she is reportedly planning to 
take the issue to the European courts. 


This DTI tiger, which looks on paper as j 
if it can give anybody a mauling, looks more j 
like a kitten when you look at the record of j 
court success, and the paltry level ofpcnal- i 
ties, with only one jailing in a decade. The \ 
conventional answer, favoured by the Stock 
Exchange, Blouse the civil law and the reg- .< 
ulatory system, where the burden of proof ; 

is lower, to prosecute insider trading. Reluc- j 
taody, it has to be said that the criminal pros- 
ecution record is making the exchange’s case 
stronger every year. 


however, ftxir old Sir Brian Pearsc. the 
group's non-exec chairman, could only sp '» 
£A5m worth of cost savings in the m'erped 
business. Moreover,’ be gave his word as a 


decent chap and an c%-bankcr that the job 
would be 


Mr Rice needs to 
keep on running 


vs 


fetor Rice, the chief executive of Lu- 


casVarity, is a larger than life character 
so be should be " 


able to lake yesterday’s rather j 
perverse o per cent decline in the company's i 
share price in his stride. Any man whocan j 
wear pink jogging pants into the office isn't j 
the sort to lose much deep over one or two 
stock market downgrades anyway. 

The cause of the slippage in the share 
price was some bearish comments about 
the trading outlook that the usually bull- 
ish Mr Rice made at the end of a telecon- 
ference with analysts. Apparently the 
French have stopped buying so many 
diesel engined cars now that their Gov- 
ernment has stopped bribing them to enter 
the showrooms. 

The bigger picture is somewhat rosier. 


losses would be few and far between such 
was the complementary match between the 
two busneacs. 

But the sharp- suited- Mr Rice is an alto- 
gether smarter cookie. He has managed, sur- 
prise. surprise, to double, the figure for cost 
savings to £3 20m after identifying 1,500 folk 
on the Lucas payroll who were surplus to 
requirements after all In total the headcount 
will fall by some 8, QUO once Mr Rice has fin- 
ished swinging the axe elsewhere in the 
sieepy old world of car company ms and dis- 
posed of some 13 businesses (again all ex- 
Lucas subsidiaries) that do not fit with the 
grand strategy. 

Perhaps we should not be too surprised 
at all this. Mr Rice was brought in from Ver- 
ity to do precisely this job and he has set 
about his task with gusto. Any pretence that 
this was other than an American takeover 
of Lucas has been firmly squashed 

The kitchen sink exerase will mean £250m 
of exceptional charges this year. But the flip 
side is that all the cost savings identified by 
Mr Rice will he flowing through to share- 
holders inside two years. 

That, generally, is when mergers of this 
sort start to run into the ground and 
investors start to wony. Mr Rice will need 
to keep his jogging pants on. 


LucasVarity to cut 


1,500 jobs in Britain 


Michael Harrison 


Up to 1,500 jobs are to be shed 
in Britain as part of a sweeping 
cost reduction programme un- 
veiled yesterday by the newly 
merged automotive and aero- 
space group LucasVarity. 

The job cuts are part of a 
rationalisation plan dial will see 
>Ca total of 3,0(K) redundancies 


its warning. All he had said to 
analysts during a telephone 
conference call was that the 


group's heavy-duty braking, 
land diesel fuel 


worldwide and the disposal of 
a further 13 businesses em- 
ploying some 5,000 people. 

LucasVarity is taking a one- 
off charge of £250m to cover the 
restructuring programme but 
said that by January 1999 it ex- 
pected to be making annual sav- 
ings in operating costs of at least 
£120m. 

The City initially greeted fop 
news positively, marking Lu- 
casVarity shares up sharply. 
But they fell later in the day as 
dealers construed comments 
about weakening European de- 


mand by the group’s chief ex- 
•e,Vi< 


• ecutive, Victor Rice, as a veiled 
profits warning. 

Mr Rice described the City's 
reaction as “dumb and stupid” 
and denied he had issued a prof- 


Perkms engines 
injection businesses had seen a 
slowdown in European markets. 

The cost savings identified by 
LucasVarity are double those es- 
timated at the time the merger 
was announced in September, 
and will come from increased 
productivity, the elimination of 
duplicated facilities and re- 
duced overheads. 

Sir Brian Pearse, Lucas’s 
chairman, had also indicated 
that job losses would be few. In 
the event, the rationalisation 
programme will see the com- 
bined workforce fall from 
55,000 to 47,000. 

All 13 businesses being sold 
off are former Lucas sub- 
sidiaries. Mr Rice said the dis- 
posal programme would raise 
JElOOm at a conservative esti- 
mate and would be earnings en- 
hancing. 

The businesses being sold 
have sales of £27Qm, repre- 
senting 6 per cent of group 
turnover. Eight businesses have 


so far been identified for sale. 
They include two UK sub- 
sidiaries - Lucas Heavy Duty 
Products, which makes starters 
and alternators, and In- 
dustrial Components, which 
manufactures precision ma- 
chined components - and two 
businesses with UK operations 
- Lucas Nitrotec, which spe- 
cialises in metal surface treat- 
ment, and Lucas Assembly & 
Test Systems, which is based in 
Britain and the US. 

The other businesses being 
disposed of are its Brazilian 
headlamp division, its Argen- 
tinian starter motor and ignition 
systems business, its South 
African starter motor and al- 
ternator subsidiary and a Greek 
parts importer and rfistributor. 

Mr Rice said there was no 
question of selling the Lucas 
aerospace business, saying the 
combined group intended to es- 
tablish leading positions in four 
key markets - automotive, 
diesel engines, aftermarket and 
aerospace. 

He indicated, however, that 
Lucas's troubled US aerospace 
subsidiary GDS, which was the 


subject of a multi-million dol- 
lar settlement with the Penta- 
gon aver falsified record^ might 
be got rid off. Speculation that 
it might clc-se Lucas's Koblenz 
brakes plant in Germany and 
Verity's Dayton Wfchher brakes 
and wheels business in the US 
was wrong, he said. 

At the time of the merger, 
LucasVarity said it expected to 
achieve £65m in cost saving and 
a further £65m in tax savings 
over a two-year period. Of the 
£120m it now expects to save 
through greater operational ef- 
ficiency, £60m to £70m wfll 
come through in the first year. 

The £25 0m exceptional 
charge breaks down into £120m 
to cover redundancies and a one- 
off non-cash item of £130m, pri- 
marity to cover asset writedowns. 

There would be no plant clo- 
sures in the UK, although it was 
bearing the brunt of the job cuts, 
said Mr Rice. He defended the 
heavier-than-expected job loss- 
es, saying the forecasts were 
made when Lucas and Varity 
were still virtually separate 
companies, before its “transition 
teams” had got to work. 



Victor Rice: Denied he had made a veiled profits warning 


Photograph: FT 


In Brief 


• Troubled French state bank Credit Lyonnais has become the 
subject of a criminal investigation by the Paris Public Prosecu- 
tor, who is looking into suspected fraud and the issuing of mis- 


leadinginfonnation in the early 1990s. The move was prompted 

t legal pro- 


by the finance minister, Jean Arthurs, who asked that legal pro- 
ceedings be taken against former top managers at the bank. Cred- 
it Lyonnais made losses of $4bn in 1992-94. 


• Germany’s trade surplus grew to DM8Jbn (£32bn) in Sep- 
tember from DM8.1bn in August, according to provisional fig- 
ures from the Federal Statistics Office. The provisional current 
account deficit narrowed to DM1.6bn in September from an un- 
revised DM4.6bn in August. Industrial output in Germany fell a 
seasonally adjusted 1 .8 per cent in October from September but, 
adjusted for the number of working days, was up 0.7 percent from 
a year earlier, the Economics Ministry said. 


Ernst 

partner 

earns 

£430,000 


Roger Tkapp 


• Cable & Wireless will bid with stfll-unxnmied partners to build 
a second full telecommunications network in Singapore. C&W 
said yesterday that talks were still going on with potential part- 
ners. In 1998 Singapore will award up to two additional full ser- 
vice licences, breaking Singapore Telecommunication's monopoly. 


BT and MCI, the US long-distance phone company, formal- 
ly filed their merger application with the US regulator, the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission. It aims to demonstrate that 


the UK phone market is one of the world’s most competitive, 
swering the main FCC pre-condition to giving the deal the 


an- 

go- 


ahead. The US authorities will only approve the merger if they 
are convinced other US firms will have the same access to the 
UK market as BT will gain in America. 


• Kenwood, the electrical appliances group under siege from rebel 
shareholders, yesterday played down bid speculation as it revealed 
a sharp drop in profits. The company said h had noted reports 
of an interest from rival household goods group Pifco, but no for- 
mal offer bad been made. Pre-tax profits in the first half fell to 
£3 .3 m from £7.4 m. 


• The BSE scare on beef knocked £2.5 m off profits at Hazle- 
wood Foods in the six months to September. Hardest hit was the 
group's delicatessen and meat division, which slumped to a £2m 
loss. The group is withdrawing from the commodity end of the 
cooked meat business and says farther cost reductions will take 
place in the second half. Group profits fell from £16m to £1 lm, 
including a £4.7m loss on the disposal of Charles Huner, the re- 
cycled paper business. 


• UK official reserves fell an underlying $98m in November fol- 
lowing a $7m rise in October, the Treasury said. The overall lev- 


el of official reserves fell by $I16m in November, bringing the 
o $46-569bn. 


end-November reserves to 




• Candover Investments has backed the management buy-out 
of Camden Motors from Barclays Bank. The majority of the eq- 
uity finance was provided by Candover Investments and funds 
under its management, with the management team, led by man- 
aging director Fbul Dunklcy. providing the remaining equity. Cam- 
den Is the 15th largest motor retailer in the UK and operates a 
multi-fr anchis e network. 


• Financial Times Information, a subsidiary of Pearson. is to 
co-develop a global news service for corporate, research, gov- 
ernment and academic customers with Dow Jones Information 
Publishing and Knighl-Ridder Information. The London-based 
online news service will contain information from the major news- 
papers, news magazines and trade publications worldwide. 


Nick Land, UK senior partner 
of Ernst & Young, was paid a 
total of nearly £430.000 in the 
year to June 1996, according to 
the accountancy and manage- 
ment consultancy firm's first 
published report and accounts. 

The figures issued yesterday 
also show the practice's profits 
rose 21 per cent to £75.2m, 
while gross fee income rose 14 
per cent to £456m. At the same 
time, the international firm an- 
nounced wo ddwide revenues lip 
13 per cent to $7-8bn (£4.8bn) 
for the year to 30 September. 

Mr Land's package was made 
up of remuneration of £326,701, 
a pension contribution of 
£74,712 and interest on bis part- 
nership capital of £25,513. The 


Football dubs ‘could bypass Sky’ 


Patrick Tooher 


Ttoo leading television execu- 
tives yesterday predicted the 
eclipse of broadcasters such as 
BSkyB and sports bodies such 
as the Premier League by top 
football clubs. They warned 
that the top dubs, which owned 
valuable rights to screen live 
games, could cut exclusive pay- 
per-view television deals. 

Greg Dyke, chief executive of 
Pearson Television, daimed 
next year’s planned introduction 
of digital television and the 
soaring value of sports rights 
would bring ‘'untold riches” to 
dubs such as Manchester Unit- 
ed at foe expense of programme 
distributors. 

Speaking at a seminar in 
London on the business of 
sport organised by the Institute 
of Economic Affairs, Mr Dyke 
said: “It is the dubs who own 


the rights who will gain, not the 
broadcasters. This is not tele- 
vision as we know it. The new 
television will be an extension 
of the gate, the dub selling to 
the fans.” 

Mr Dyke attacked the hith- 



Greg Dyke: Attacked the 
dominant role of BSkyB 


erto dominant role played by 
BSkyB, the satellite broadcast- 
er which recently agreed a 
£670m deal with the Premier 
League to retain exclusive rights 
to televise top football match- 
es into the next century. 

“BSkyB has made an enor- 
mous amount of money by be- 
ing a monopoly supplier of 
somebody else's market. But it 
is an interim service using in- 
terim technology.” 

Mr Dyke’s comments were 
backed up by Robin Welch, a 
leading figure at Dutch pay-TV 
group NetHold, who last week 
became a non-executive direc- 
tor of Caspian, the media group 
which owns Premier League 
club Leeds United. 

‘‘Sports distributors will have 
less of an influence in the dig- 
ital era,” Mr Welch said. 

The outspoken comments of 
two senior industry figures 


come as leading football dubs 
continue to prepare for the 
early introduction of pay-per- 
view, which knot scheduled un- 
der the BSkyB/Premier League 
contract until 1999 . 

This week it emerged that 
Rick Party was quitting as Pre- 
mier League chief executive to 
take up a similar post at Liver- 
pool in a move widely seen as 
increasing foe Anfield’s club 
bargaining power in future pay- 
per-view negotiations. 

BSkyB is also keen to offer 
pay-per-view. Premier League 
football to coincide with the 
launch of up to 200 digital 
channels next year, about 60 of 
which will be pay-per-view sport 
or films. But dubs could be free 
to sign their own pay-per-view 
deals if the Restrictive Practices 
Coart decides BSkyB’s exclusive 
television contract with the Pre- 
mier League is illegal. 


US rivals 
team up 


on super 
jumbo 


David Usbome 

New York 


Boeing reached an agreement 
with McDonnell Douglas yes- 
terday to collaborate on the de- 
velopment of future Boeing 
wide-body commercial airliners, 
marking a highly unusual com- 
ing together of deadly rivals. 

Under the pact, which will be 
finalised in January, McDonnell 
Douglas is expected to loan sev- 
eral hundred of its employees 
to Boeing to assist with the' de- 
sign and testing of the proposed 
new models. The joinL teams 
will work initially on the devel- 
opment of a new super-sized 
Boeing 747 jumbo jet. 

The deal wfll help Boeing gel 
through a capacity and man- 
power crunch brought about by 
a recent inrush of new aircraft 
orders. McDonnell Douglas, 
hv contrast, has suffered set- 
backs in its commercial jet di- 
vision and will welcome a new 
outlet for its workforce and ex- 
pertise. 

“We have a record number of 
orders for commercial jets and 
several ongoing devclo; 


lopment 


programmes,” Ron Woodward, 
president of Boeing's Com- 


mercial Airplane Group, said, 
nnefl Doug] 


“McDonnell Douglas has ex- 
cellent design and production 
capability, both in people and 
facilities, that are not being 
folly utilised. We look forward 
to applying those resources to 
future Boeing wide-body air- 
plane programmes." 

The agreement is likely to 


sibflity in foe longer run of an 
eventual buy-out by Boeing of 
McDonnell Douglas's com- 
mercial division. McDonnell 
Douglas faces an uphill strug- 
gle persuading its traditional 
customers that it can survive as 
a maker of civilian aircraft. It re- 
cenity shelved plans for the de- 
velopment of a successor to its 
wide-body MD-1 1 airliner foaL 
had been dubbed the MD-XX. 

News of the collaboration 
deal nudged up tbe stock of 
both companies in early New 
York trading, with Boeing 
shares rising 50c to $98 and Mc- 
Donnell shares gaining 75c to 
S53J75. 


average partner’s total pay was 
£200,000, comprising £154,000 


upei 

tributions of £35.000 and inter- 
est on capital of £11,000. 

This figure was broadly sim- 
ilar to the amount reported for 
KPMG partners when that firm 
published its accounts earlier 
this year as part of its move to 
incorporate its audit arm. But 
Mr Land's pay package is 
dwarfed by KPMG senior part- 
ner Colin Shannan's £740,000. 

Though all sectors of foe 
business had done well, corpo- 
rate finance, which grew by a 
fifth, management consultancy 
and taxation had been especially 
strong. 

Pointing out that partner- 
ship profits had actually dipped 
last year, to £171,000 per part- 
ner from the previous year’s 
£177,000, Mr Land attributed 
the record growth to "improved 
market conditions and foe re- 
sults of a sustained process of 
change over the last four years”. 

Ernst & Youngs not required 
to publish detailed financial in- 
formation. but Mr Land said dis- 
closure fitted in with the firm’s 
spirit of openness. 


Wickes to stop 
expansion abroad 


Nigel Cope 


Wickes, the troubled DIY group, 
is expected to abandon its over- 
seas ope rations as part of a busi- 
ness plan that will be unveiled 
in foe group’s rescue rights issue 
prospectus next week. 

The decision to concentrate 
solely on the UK will mark the 
end of former chairman Henry 
Sweetba urn’s international am- 
bitions, which saw the company 
open stores in South Africa, Bel- 
gium, France and Holland as 
well as a conservatory business 
in the US. 

Last year’s annual report 
contained a statement by Mr 
Sweetbanm which boasted of his 
belief that tbe “opportunity ex- 
ists to develop the Wickes con- 
cept around the world". 

It is expected that these op- 
erations will be sold to con- 
centrate on foe 120 UK stores. 
Wickes has 21 stores in Holland, 
19 in Belgium, three in South 
Africa and two in France. 

Next week’s document wfll 


also include foe restated 1995 
accounts, foe results for foe first 
six months of 1996 and a trad- 
ing forecast for the rest of this 
year. 

It is likely the group will con- 
firm it has completed negotia- 
tions with suppliers cm new 
terms. These are likely to cause 
additional provisions, which is 
one reason why the rights issue 
figure has been increased from 
£30m to £50m. A new non-ex- 
ecutive director will also be an- 
nounced. 

The rights Issue document 
will alert possible bidders to 
pore over me figures for Wick- 
es, winch include Ready Mired 
Concrete and Kingfisher, which 
will report booming third-quar- 
ter sales figures at its B&Q DIY 
subsidiary today. 

Analysts think the buoyant 
DIY market and the possibili- 
ty of takeover action will prove 
persuasive to investors. “I think 
people will mumble, but cough 
up the cash, says Nidc Bubb at 
Mees Pierson. 
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Ladbroke places its bets on the US casino market 


D J FMftMJ J4,&ptf;0 


Hopes of a US betting bonan- 
za are beginning to inspire the 
Ladbroke bookmaking and 
hotel group, which was once 
viewed as a dead cert takeover 
victim. The shares climbed 
4-5p to 20Sp as the stock mar- 
ket punted on the group's 
multi -million pound push into 
the fiercely competitive Amer- 
ican casino business. 

Ladbroke, it would appear, 
wants to set up casinos 
throughout the US, many in 
partnership with its new ally, 
Hiltop Hotels Corporation. 
First joint venture will almost 
certainly be in Las Vegas. 

For a long while Ladbroke 
was seen as a likely takeover 
victim. HHC was just one of 
many predators bandied 
around. With Ladbroke it 
shares the world-famous 
Hilton hotel name; the UK 
group owns the international 
franchise and HHC the US op- 
eration. The betting and hotels 
chain was also seen as bid 


fodder for the likes of Bass and 
a variety of international 
leisure groups. 

Ladbroke was able to outrun 
the speculation and in August 
agreed a collaboration deal 
with Hilton which gave it the 
opportunity to participate in 
HHC's US gaming operations. 

Bass, up 17p at 81 lp, is due 
to roll out results today. They 
could be accompanied by the 
Government's reaction to its 
controversial bid to buy control 
of Carisberg Tetley, the strug- 
gling brewer. The view is that 
to get the deal through Bass 
could be forced to make big 
concessions, selling off chunks 
of its pub estate. One possible 
buyer is Michael Cannon, who 
recently sold The Magic Pub 
Co to brewer Greene King for 
£197 5m. 

The rest of the stock market 
adopted a more aggressive ap- 
proach, with Footsie up 23 
points at 4,06 1.5 and the sup- 
porting indices on the uproad. 
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The Government’s utilities 
raid was the centre of interesL 
British Energy held at 147ip 
as, through HSBC James 
CapeL Westminster unloaded 
81 million shares at 146p. Oth- 
er unwanted Government util- 
ity rumps were sold, helping 
inflate what was a rather mun- 
dane day’s turnover. Severn 
Trent used the Westminster 
sale as an opportunity for a 
buyback, picking up 25 million 
shares from ABN Amro Hoars 
Govett which bad acquired 
the stock foom the Govern- 
ment. Hoare sold on the shares 
at 661p against a 668.5p dos- 
ing price. 

Associated British Foods 
gained 6.5p to 452p. A special 


dividend from its Australian 
off-shoot prompted the inter- 
est 

LocasVarity was (he worst- 
performing blue chip, suffer- 
ing a 16*5p fall to 234p as it 
provided details of its restruc- 
turing which carried an implied 
profit warning. 

Racal Electronics managed 
to survive its profit setback with 
an lip gain to 236p and P3k- 
ington. the glass group, con- 
tinued its recovery, firming to 
153p. 

Oils were buoyed by the 
Santa Fe North Sea deal. Nor- 
way's largest independent oQ 
group. Saga, is paying S123bo 
for the Kuwaiti group's North 
Seas interests. Such a deal 


dearly casts a beneficial light 
on other North Sea assets. 
But, the old adage it is better 
to travel than arrive was again 
evident with the likes of British 
Petroleum, Enterprise Oil and 
Lasmo giving ground. 

Dorting Kinders! ey provid- 
ed the shock oF the day, citing 
the strength of the pound for 
a profits warning. The shares 
slumped 81p to 437 _5p, drag- 
ging down such ^oups as Pear- 
son, off 8.5p to 729p. 

House of Fraser, the de- 
partment stores chain, was 
drawn back into the takeover 
spotlight, gaining 4p to 166p. 

Barcom, a coat services and 
plant hire group, gained 3p to 


525p as it 


irofits to 


id proh 

£2-7lm from £652,000. The 
group has been reshaped by 
Doug Rogers, no stranger to 
turn-around situations. 

Rage Software, the comput- 
er games group which used to 
be called BCE, held at 11.25p. 
A long-standing shareholder. 


Rose Noble, has lowered its in- 
terest and now has nearly 24 
millio n shares, 9. 84 per cent of 
the capital Rage has indicat- 
ed it is in talks with publishers 
and there are stories it could 
forge, a link with Virgin. The 
shares were 23p a year ago. 

Ikocadero, the London 
leisure complex, held at 51p. 
Some believe this Burford 
spin-off could be the subject of 
a Japanese bid. 

Bruntdiffe Aggregates was 

another drawn into bid specu- 
lation. There arc stories the 
companv, which has been 
haunted by a threatened board- 
ing party, could have attracted 
the attention of Bardott, itself 
a long-standing bid target. The 
shares rose 2p to 25.5p. 
Takeover hopes lifted Lam- 
out, a textile group, 5p to I91p. 

Lorien. a personnel group, is 
launching a £18J5m placing 
arid open offer. It is paying £14-5 
for two resourcing companies. 
The shares held at 344p. 


Taking Stock 


□ Chieftain, an insolation 
supplier; finned Sp to 57.5p. 
its highest for a long while. 
There is talk hid action could 
soon materialise. 

The group, after a difficult 
run, is now trading well and 
interim, profits suggested it 
was well on its way to hitting 
£500,000 for the year; which 
would represent a £lm-plus 
swing. The shares were 18p in 
January. 

a CNC, a property group, is 
another which could be 
destined for bid action. The 
shares held at 7*25p. 
although there is talk the 
company has received and 
rejected a bid at 9ip. 

The group used to be a 
confectionery maker called 
Clarke' Nickels Coombs. It 
moved into property, 
changing its name after 
winning control of 
Brightstone Properties in a 
£9 Jim deal 
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business 


Superb management skills push Siebe profits higher 


Siebe. Britain's biggest engineering 
group, has proved its management 
skills in spades over the past few 
years and has also shown it is no 
slouch at acquisitions. This yearis 
£520m deal to buy electronic con- 
trols group Unitecn is already mov- 
ing well up with expectations 

A substantial chunk of the 32 per 
cent rise in profits to £190m for the 
six months to September was the re- 
sult of a maiden five-month con- 
tribution from Unhech. The power 
supply convener group chipped in 
£21 .3m to group operating profits, 
which rose from £3 66m to £216m 
in the period. Unitech’s underlying 
12 per cent rise was impressive 
against the background of a still-de- 
pressed semiconductor industry, 
which, with telecoms, accounts for 
around a fifth of sales. 

Siebe believes the electronics 
market is at last on the turn, al- 
though it may take 18 months to re- 
turn to the heady days before last 
year’s collapse in prices. Any further 
damage to sales caused by the 
weak yen should be more than 
made up with synergy benefits and 
cost savings, still on course to de- 
liver £15m in a full year, with close 
to 1,200 people expected to be 
taken out of the business this year. 

Meanwhile, Foxboro, an earlier 


purchase, continues to sparkle. Its 
17A process control systems for 
m a na g ing large ptontssuch as oil re- 
fineries and chemical plants has seen 
its market share more than double 
this decade and now stands just one 
percentage point behind market 
leader Honeywell. 

But the real story at Siebe remains 
management Having built world- 
beatmg positions in industrial and 
consumer appliance, control equip- 
ment, sales have grown ahead of the 
market, which, combined with re- 
lentless cost-cutting, has pushed 
group margins from 13S to 14.7 per 
cent in the six months. 

Bettering that mil be tough, but 
Siebe isrolhngoctan ambitious and 
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from typical levels of 5,000 per mil- 
lion units of output to little more 
than zero. This US concept, already 
being used by Motorola and Texas 
Instruments, could deliver net ben- 
efits of around £5Qm in two to three 
years’ time. 

Apart from Europe, most of 
Siebe’s markets are growing, with 
the controls business alonequoting 
for business worth £lbn. The only 
ckmd is the potential translation im- 
pact of a strong pound, but on un- 
changed forecasts of £430m for 


the full year, the shares, up lOp at 
950p, deserve their forward rating of 
18. A firm bold. 


Wessex shares 
remain steady 


Wessex Water's interim results yes- 
terday seemed strangely low key af- 
ter its two-way struggle to take 
over neighbouring South West Wa- 
ter earlier in the year. With Wessex 
and rival bidder Severn Trent now 
effectively prevented by the Gov- 
ernment from ever buying rivals, the 
question on shareholders’ minds was 
what the water groups would do with 
their mountains. Severn Trent 
led the way yesterday, buying back 
10 per cent of its shares. However, 
in typically conservative fashion, 
Wessex Water, which has net cash 
in the bank of £75m, said it had still 
not made up its mind how to hand 
back money to investors. 

Reading between the lines, the 


likelihood is that there will be some 
kind erf buyback or spedai dividend, 
coupled with eamiflgg-enha n c mg 
acquisitions in the unregulated 
waste management businesses be- 
fore next spring. But shareholders 
will have to wait for the details. 

In the meantime, yesterday’s haK- 
yeariy results were pretty much what 


analysts had expected, emphasising 
the stock’s enduring quality as an 
uninspiring “hold". Pre-tax profits in 
the ss months to the end of Sep- 
tember rose by 10.4 per cent to 
£75-5m, while turnover increased 
by a strong 7.1 per cent to £128.9m. 
However earnings from Wessex’s 50 
per cent owned waste management 
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operation grew by just £ 0 - 2 m io 
m after a collapse in prices of re- 
cycled paper. The 14 percent rise in 
the interim dividend to 5.7p was at 
the lower end of the range for recent 
water company announcements. 

Profits for the full year should 

reach £144m and be accompanied 

by a 14 per cent rise in total divi- 
dends to 17.3p, giving a forward 
yield of 6.1 percent, with the shares 
down 1.5p at 352^p. There should 
be organic growth in the waste 
business, but investors should look 
elsewhere for real excitement 

Marston faces 
three problems 

Marston. Thompson & Evershed 
bad a reputation as a steady regional 
brewer until its surprise purchase of 
the trendy Pitcher & Piano bar chain 
in the summer. The £20m price lag, 
which worked out at £ 2 L 2 m per out- 
let including development costs, had 
analysts spluttering in their pints. 

Yesterday's results were the first 
to include a contribution from the 
purchase, although group profits just 
edged ahead 5 per cent to £ 14.7m 
in the six months to September. 

There are eight Pitcher & Piano 


outlets, with 3 1 to open next year 
and 15 more in each of the foliow- 
ing two years. Management says the 
chain is trading ahead of expecta- 
tions, with like-for-like sales 16 
per cent ahead, driven by better 
margins and Light cost controls. 

Bui making the Pitcher &. Kano 
deal pay its way is just one of 
Mureton’s problems. Its core Pedi- 
gree cask ale has been hit by the de- 
cline in the sector caused by the rise 
in popularity of the smooth and 
creamy nitrokeg beers such as Caf- 
f fey's and John Smith's Extra 
Smooth. Pedigree’s volumes were 
down by* S per cent in the period in 
a sector off 10 per cent. Pedigree's 
own nitrokeg tension, Bitter Smooth 
Brewed, has only partly limited the 
damage. Sales of Pedigree's 
Draught/low cans have also suffered. 

There also seems to be a prob- 
lem in the managed pan of 
Mansion's pubs estate, where like- 
for-like profits grew by only 1 .9 per 
cent against the 7 to S per cent be- 
ing enjoyed by the brewing majors. 

Mansion's shares have fallen 
sharply since their 352p high in May. 
Down a further 5.5p ut 27ti.5p yes- 
terday. and with analysts forecast- 
ing full-year profits of £28.bm, they 
trade on a forward rating of 12. A 
justified discount to the sector. 


US fed wafts in 
like a breath 
of stale smoke 

People & Business 


Peter Rosengard, the life 
assurance salesman who 
founded the Comedy Store in 
London, is at it again. This 
time he’s founded what he 
claims is the capital's fiist 
•v cigar-smoking club, called The 
QP Havana Room. 

The idea comes from the 
US, where all sorts of 
Hollywood starlets have 
derided that cigars are for the 
youne and hip. rather than just 
the old and rich. 

Mr Rosengard says he held 
a party at the trendy Soho chib 
Groucho’s last week to launch 
The Havana Room. “We flew 
in a cigar roller from Cuba ! 
called Carlos for the 
occasion,*' he says. 

’*We auctioned the first 
cigar he rolled, and it went for 
£500. Then we decided to give 
the money to Carlos. His 
interpreter said Carlos gets 
paid S10 a month back in 



New image: The young and 
hip have turned to cigars 

Cuba, so that was equivalent 
to eight years' income.” 

This tale sounds like 
something from the 1980s - 
proof that the pre-election 
hoomler is gathering steam. 

To the equally trendy Kings 
Head theatre pub m Ishngton, 
north London, for Midland 
Bank's pre-Christmas press 

^arkSearte-headof 

marketing at Midland, 
decided to hire five comedians 
from the Comedy Players to 
provide Whose Ltnehjt 
WM yi* entertainment. 

Ktrlea/lSgolwrethan 

he bargained for. however, 

haldine comedian from the 
5K Black Label adverts) 
was (Sosen to play hut* on 
JSe. Mr Frost's task was “to 
Snt a brand new financial 

** 3 * - He eventually hit on 

10 P« r 
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Midland introduces its 
revolutionary Supermarket 
Holley Account, you read it 
here first 

An anonymous employee 
from Birmingham Midshires 
Building Society, which is 
proud of its mutuality, has 
phoned me to say the society's 
mission statement has just 
been changed - with sinister 
implications. 

The statement used to say 
our aim was to be the number 
one building society by 2001 . 
The new statement says that 
we will be the one to beat on 
business performance by 2001 . 
Nothing about building 
society- So are we going to 
convert to a PLC? After all, 
we’ve already got a banking 
licence through our Western 
Thist subsidiary." 

Obviously Birmingham 
Midshires’s staff need 
reassuring. Dangerous things, 
mission statements. 

NatWest Group has appointed 
Arid Raeov to the role of chief 
information technology 
officer, and according to the 
former IT consultant, it's not a 
moment too soon. While Mr 
Racov has sorted the 
computer systems at Ulster 
Bank. Coutts South Africa and 
NatWest UK, bis new role 
gives him a unique headache. 

Ttoo big problems face IT 
people at the moment. The 
first is progra m ming 
computers to handle the year , 
2000 , since computers operate 
* on the last two digits ana may 
throw a wobbly if presented 
with "00”. Second, the same 
systems have to be rejigged to 
deal with EMU. 

As for 2000, Mr Racov says: 
“We started very early on that 
one. As for EMU. its rules 
have not yet been clarified by 
the authorities, it would be 
very dangerous, however, if 
EMU and 2000 happened at 
the same time.” 

Sin e** the first wave of EMU 
is scheduled for 1999. and 
schedules tend to dip, it 
sounds like Mr Racov and his 
S.OOOstrong army of IT 
techies at NatWest wffl have 
their work cut ouL 

Speaking of EMU, Salomon 
Brothers in London has 
landed a veiy big fish to help 
in its preparations. 

Dr Gunther Thnmann, who 
was a senior economist for the 
investment bank in Frankfurt 
two years ago before he joined 
the German Ministry of 
Economics, is coming to 
London to head up its EMU 

research project. 

The doctor was one of 
Germany's representatives on 
the European Monetaiy 
Committee. At least someone 
knows what it’s all about. 

John Willcock 
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Some people try Lapbroaig (l«x-froygj once, and nefer again. 
It’s only to be expected. The uncompromising taste of our malt 
has always led to extremes. Some people try >t once, and drink 
no ocher whisky again. For them, there's no substitute for 
Lapbroaig' s rich, peaty reek. Its sweet, heathery smokiness. 
Try it. You won’t be the first to hare it. Or the last to love it. 


LAPHROAIG 

no half measures. 
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Warne destroys 
West Indies 


Cricket 

TONY COZIER 
reports from Sydney 
Australia 331 & 312-4 dec 
West Indies 304 & 215 
Australia win by 124 runs 


124 r uns, was far wider than it 
appeared. It was just one run 
less than that of the first Tfest in 
Brisbane a week earlier and, as 
then, followed a second in- 
nings declaration by Australia's 


dazing captain, Mark Taylor. 
It was the first time the Wes 


For an hour and 35 minutes yes- 
terday morning a little left- 
handed batsman with an 
exquisite sense of timing and his 
elegant partner responded to an 
early crisis with the flair that has 
earned West Indian cricket its 
elevated status in these parts. 

But on either side of a thrilling 
partnership of 117 between Shiv- 
narinc Chanderpau], the left- 
hander playing the role Brian 
Lara might have done, and Carl 
Hooper that briefly, if unrealis- 
tically, sparked the hope of an 
unlikely victory in the second Tat 
there were collapses that were 
also typically West Indian. 

Three wickets fell for two 
runs in the first 20 minutes, in- 
cluding Lara's, and, after Shane 
Warne produced one of his 
magic deliveries two balls before 
lunch to dismiss Chanderpau 1 
for 71, the last seven West In- 
dies wickets, tumbled for 63 
and Australia were home 20 
minutes before tea. 

They have bee a more disci- 
plined^ considerably sharper in 
the field and palpably more con- 
fident than the Wsst Indies 
and their margin of victory. 


It was the first time the West 
Indies had been beaten in two 
successive Tests since 1976, also 
in Australia, and represented a 
shift In the psychological bal- 
ance between the teams. The 
aura of invincibility, first 
breached with Australia's 2-1 tri- 
umph in the Caribbean in 1993, 
has been completely shattered. 

"Prior to 1993 they always felt 
we were going to crack at some 
stage, but I think that vibe has 
probably gone," Taylor said af- 
terwards. “We know that if we 
play well and put them under 
pressure, we can make them 
crack.” Taylor had brashly chal- 
lenged the West Indies to total 
340 to win and level the series. 


When he got rid of the overnight 
openers, Sherwin Campbell and 
Robert Samuels, and Lara feath- 
ered an attempted hook off the 
fast bowler Glenn McGrath, so 
low to the wicketkeeper Ian 
Healy that the standing umpire 
David Shepherd needed confir- 
mation that it was dean from bis 
square leg colleague, Daiyi Hair, 
Australia were already counting 
their chickens. 

Chanderpau] and Hooper 
made them quickly reassess the 
situation. Chanderpaul’s 


Sussex’s Giddins defence 


Alan Caffyn, the Sussex chair- 
man, has defended the county’s 
treatment of Ed Giddins, d aim- 
ing the drug-taking incident 
was not the only reason behind 
the decision to sack him. 

In a letter to members, Caffyn 
responded to criticism that Sus- 
sex did not provide help and re- 
habilitation for the fast bowler. 

Sussex took the decision to 
sack Giddins two days after be 
was found guilty of taking co- 
caine and banned for 19 months 
by the Test and County Cricket 
Board, and Caffyn said: “There 
is no wav that a bowler of Ed’s 


ability would not have been re- 
engaged unless there was good 
reason. The drug incident was 
just one factor and not the sole 
reason. I am not, however, pre- 
pared to go into details. 

“Had Ed asked for help it 
would have been readily forth- 
coming. However, he continues 
to insist that he has never taken 
drugs of any sort before or since 
this incident, and that h only hap- 
pened on this occasion because 
his drink was spiked. By his own 
statement Ed has not got a prob- 
lem and it is, therefore, not pos- 
sible to provide any help.” 


counter-attack was uncharac- 
teristic as he tends to be more 
an accumulator than an ag- 
gressor. Let off on a return 
chance by McGrath when six he 
proceeded to pepper the 
boundaries with strokes in every 
direction. Warne was especial- 
ly singled out for attention and 
Taylor was forced to withdraw 
him after nine oven cost 52. 

When be returned, Chan- 
derpau] took two more of bis 10 
boundaries from fuD tosses but, 
two balls before the first inter- 
val, could do nothing to keep a 

a'yard and bowled hirr Toff his 
pad. Hjs 71 required only 68 
balls. “That ball was the turn- 
ing point in the day’s play," Tfey- 
lor said. “Chanderpau! played 
brilliantly, but you've got to back 
your bowlers and a bloke like 
Shane Warne can always bow] 
the sort of ball that turns a 
game.” 

Once play resumed there 
was nothing to stop Australia’s 
advance. Hooper, breezing 
along in Chanderpaul’s slip- 
stream before the interval, was 
becalmed to the extent that he 
could only add 10 in an hour be- 
fore Michael Bevan, Wamc’s 
left-arm equivalent, deceived 
him with a bouncing googiy that 
Thyfor caught at the second at- 
tempt after flicking it up with 
deft footwork. Thelower order 
had no answer to the baffling 
spin of \tarne and Bevan and 
the Australians were celebrat- 
ing well before the tea break. 

Fm Oar. AuoraBa man toss 
AUSTRALIA - Hat tarings 331 fG S OemtO. 
69: C A Wfefcti 5-98). 

WEST MCC3-Hrstbinfcqa> 304 (S LCamp- 

befl 77; GD McGrath 4-25. 

AUSTRALIA - Second Inotacs 312 for 4 dec 

(MTGSnoo 78 ret hut). 

WEST IMMES - Second Innings 
I0wni$«: 27 for 0) 

S LCampbefl fawb McGrath 15 

R G Sanuds b Warn 16 

B C Lara c Healy b McGrath j. 

C L Hooper c Taytorb Bevan 37 

S Chanderpaul b Wane 71 

J C Adams c Bewett b McGrath S 

ICO Browne not out 25 

I R Bishop run out 0 

CEL Ambrose b Bevan 0 

K C G BertamM c Taytor b Warne _4 

*C A WfaWhc McGrath b Warns JB 

Extras (ttQ nbl) 3 

-MG 

ftdfc 1-33 2-33 3-35 4-152 5-157 6-176 
7-176 5-176 9-1B3. 

Boating McGrath 17-7-353; Wftrt 44- 
15-0; GHestfe 7-2-27-0; WSme 271-6-95- 
4; Bevan 14-2-40-2. 

Umpires: D Shepherd (Eng) and D Hair (Aud- 



St Helens ,! 
arrange , 
game at * 
Anfield ‘ 


nance 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 


St Helens will spread their 
gospel . to the football end of 
Merseyside next season by play- 
ing a Super League match at 
Anfield. Last season's double - 
winners- will stage their home 
match against Castle ford on 27 
April at Liverpool's ground in 
an attempt to turn the city on 
to rugby league. 

“wb area Merseyside dub and 
we are coming to the capita) of 
Mcrseysklc hoping to convert - 
people to rugby league for their 
summer break,” said the Saints 
chief executive, David Howes. 
“We are sending out a message 
that we want to become a re- 
gional side. We see this becom- 
ing an animal event, although 
there is no hidden agenda of 
merger or ground-sharing," 

Saints hope an attractive fix- f 
fine nn a weekend without Prc- * 


wins Evt 


turc on a weekend without Pre- 
miership football will pull in 
potential fans from Liverpool as 
well as their own average sup- 






port of 10,000. It will be the first 
league same that Anfield has 


England’s John Crawley is run out by Grant Flower during yesterday's batting debacle in the opening first-class tour 
match against Mashonaland m Harare yesterday Photograph: Chris Turvey/Empics 


Frustrated England A go close 


MYLES HODGSON 


reports from Canberra 
ACT 216 & 320 
England A 408 & 123-5 
Match drawn 


England Aproduoed another im- 
pressive performance in falling 
just one shot away from victory 
after a frustrating final day hi 
their match with Australian Cap- 
ital Tfemtoiy yesterday. 

The tourists, who raced a vic- 
tory target of 129 in 15 overs, 
fimdied just six short, on 123 for 
5, to be denied their sixth suc- 
cessive victory. Resuming on 


140 for 4, Ian Garrity inspired 
a battling display from the ACT 
tailenders. batting for more 
than five hours for 90, which in- 
cluded just four boundaries, to 
defy the England attack for 76 
overs until be was last out as the 
innings ended on 320. 

It left England with a daunt- 
ing run chase. Needing a six off 
the last ball, Lancashire's wick- 
etkeeper TOuen Hegg swung 
and missed to halt the tourists' 
victory march across Australia. 

Garrity was given support 
from Dariyfe Macdonald (28) 
and David Thornton (23) before 
the England captain; -Adafo Hot- 
lioake, ended their second in- 


nings with two wickets in as many 
balls to finish with 4 for 27. 

Hollioake then opened Eng- 
land's reply with Mark Butch- 
er but fell fourth ball to a 
brilliant catch from Bruce Hara 
at midwicket. Butcher ham- 
mered 23 off 21 deliveries and 
OwaisShah hit 29 off 22 deliv- 
eries before Michael Vaughan 
teamed up with Hcgg to add 39 
in three overs and take England 
to the brink of victoiy. 

flhaf day of four ACT vron loss 

ACT - Ft**t Inning! 216 (P 1 Solway 59: 

PM such 5-29). 

ENGLAND A - Ffnrt Inning* 406 (A Mc- 
Grath 108, G Chappie 59 no, C Whitt 53; B 
J Sown 5-9 oi- 
ACT- Second 
tOwrmpit 140 tar 4» 

I A Gaony c HotIs b HoBoate 90 


D J McOooMOc &et b SucJl 38 

tM B Robinson b Gfcs 11 

HO’MoatfiercHagKb Chappie 42 

B J Srouh b Hants ...... 6 

DJ Thornton few HHdtotie .23 

E A Maetanda not out -0 

Extra* (M, toll. nM) ..19 


Total (127-1 mn) . 

FA 1-108. 2-111. 3-13R 4-140. 5-157. 
6-209. 7-251. B-270, 9-319. 

Bmriktf; Chappie 16-2-47-1; Harris 16-2- 
48-lTsuch 47-23-73-3; Whto 12-4-31-0; 
GABS 23-2-67- li Hofcwte 11.11-27-4; 
Vbirtan 2-0-126. 

a - Second toning 

M A Butcher run out 24 

■A J Hoftute c Hara b Snwn £ 

CWNtec Hara b Smith JO 

0 A Shah aw b TTCrmon .... 29 

A McGrath ran out _ 5 

M P Vatftan not out — .. — -M 

YMKHaoancnoiR ...... — .10 

Extra* (m3) ..... 3 

Total (fox 5. 15 ow*)_ — 123 

Mb 1-12, 2-28, 3-56, 465. 564. 

DM NotBac A F GHas. G Chappie, A J Har- 
ns. PM Such. 

Bowing; Thwmon 0062-1; Sman 7-0-58-2. 
Umpire*: B Thornton and J Hanntford. 


league game that Anfield has 
hosted, although there were 
more than 17.000 at the ground 
for the Charity Shield between 
Wigan and Widnes in 1989 and 
20,000 attended the World Club 
Challenge between Wigan and 
Penrith two years later. 

Saints' Great Britain full- 
back Steve Prescott, who played 
football there as a schoolboy be- 
fore concentrating on his rug- < 
by career, predicted that he ana 1 
his team-mates would thrive on 
the atmosphere at Anfield. 
“Most of the Saints players are 
Liverpool fans and I think 
everyone will enjoy playing 
here,” he said. 

Liverpool's chief executive, 
Peter Robinson, is also looking 
forward to the match. “We are 
delighted to have this dose link • 
with St Helens," he said. “The>^ ■ 
have shown themselves to be an 
extremely progressive dub.” 

Saints welcomed their new 
signing from the Auckland War- . 
no re, the prop forward Julian 
O’Neill, who was taken from 
Manchester airport to Anfield 
to take part m the launch. 
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Latest Results and Top 50 Teams 


Top Fifty League Table 


CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 17 AUGUST - 24 NOVEMBER 


. ^ TT \oday we publish the latest results m our In- ; 

dependent Rmtasy Football game,-! 
' . . ■ supported by Philips Energy Saver J 

' - JL* -Light Bulbs. . ’ 

The Team Market and Scores table publishedbekw,- 
shows fourscores. Tb&Wfeek 16 (Wk.16) column Ests 
all points scored urmalcfies played between' Monday 
25 November - Sunday ^ December indusive. Gcfiumn 
B lists all points scored before the transfer period. Col-_ ; 
umn A lists all points scored after the transfer peri-" 
od. The Overall (Ov) column lists the total amount 
r .of points scored in all matches played from Saturday 
■*17 August - Sunday 1 December. 

Also published today is the Tbp 50 League table 
TseC left). It lists the overall top scoring Independent 
’"Fantasy Football managers and their teams for 
ntetches played between Saturday 17 August ^ -Sun- 
. day 24 November. i . . 


Resuha wiftfre pTiblished every We<foesday in The In- 


tday to Suhd^^ ^inchi^i.’diey i^ also appear tbe 
foflowing Sunday, in the lnd^)en£tent on Sunday. The 
overall Tbp 50 League table Drill be printed every 
Wednesday and again ou Sunday. TfcnTis andconcli- 
tioas areas previo^fypubEsbed and acre araflable upon 
request J.. - - ' '■ V; - - . 


PRIZES 

' The overall winner at theendoftitt seasdnwiDbethe : 
entrant who has accrued more poin&thah any other .}•. 
! Independent Rntasy Football team in that time. Win : 
the uitiroatfr prize - a trp to the 1998 Wbrfd Cup in " 
France. The winner, plus companion, will see all the 
action of a quarter-final and a seraMmal of their choke, 
plus the finaUn addition, the hqfiest setffing team each-. . 
montii will win a pair of tideets to oneof'EnglancTs ’ 
■ Wbrid Cup-t^alifying games at Wembley. " . V 


4 points for a goal ■ 4 points for a goalkeeperjdefender 
clean sheet ■ 3 points fora successful assist ■ 1 point 
when a player is selected and plays ■ J point for a 
winning goal ■ 3 points for a manager win, 1 point far 
a draw ■ Lose I point for a yellow card ■ Lose 3 points 
for ared card 


MONTH 3 PRIZEWINNER " ■< y V : £ 

Congratulations to our third month's winnerRaul Moth- ^ 
exvfrom Omagh, County Tyrone w^has scored i30. •• .. 
points with his team Bedrock City Hehas won. apair 
_ of tickets to see England v Italy on-l2 , RI«Xftdyl995(. ~ 
Tbe third month’s prize is for raatct^p^wfbetWKra ! - : . 
28 Oaober - 24 November. . ' ' ’ • : •• - . . 


T e am Mar ketM © 1 Sgor 


IB- Before tnunfer period 
Ia - After Iraasftr period 


OVBMLL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLATED FROM 17 AUGUST- I DKS4BBR; W» 1 6 SCORE CALCULATE ON MATCHES P1AYH3 FROM2S NOVGMBBl- I DECB«BI 
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Chance hands Bridgwater a Rehearsal role 


Racing 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 

David Bridgwater has come in 
for the notable chance ride on 
Mr Mulligan in the Rehearsal 
Chase at Chepstow on Saturday, 
but coaxing the flamboyant 
jumper over the foxy Welsh 
fences may be the least of his 
problems. 

The Rehearsal has estab- 
lished a notorious reputation in 
recent years, and even better 
horses than Mr Mulligan, the 


winner of five of his as races last 
season, have been dramatical- 
ly humbled. Jodami in 1993 and 
Master Oats last year were 
both badly beaten when carry- 
ing the sash of reigning Gold 
Cup winners, and it remains the 
contention of the former’s train- 
er, Peter Beaumont, that his 
horse was doped and that Mas- 
ter Oats showed such similari- 
ty in symptoms that he probably 
was too. The thorns 'in the 
fences will noL be the only nee- 
dles that Bridgwater and his 
weighing-room confederates 


i an eye out for 

at the weekend." 

Bridgwater’s call comes be- 
cause Richard Johnson, Mr 
Mulligan's regular partner, is re- 
cuperating with a broken collar- 
bone. Mick Fitzgerald and 
Norman Williamson were ini- 
tially approached for the ride, 
but both are travelling instead 
to Sandowns Tingle Creek 
meeting. "The problem is there 
is only one good race at Chep- 
stow and two or three at. 
Sandcwn," Noel Chance, the 
chestnut's trainer, said. "But 


David is happy to ride him. He 
will come down on Thursday 
and get to know the horse. 

“I suspect it will be a test with 
the rain foiling in Wales, but I 
would rather soft ground for Mr 
Mulligan anyway. If herons well 
then he will go for the King 
George." 

Mark Dwyer has also ridden 
Mr Mulligan before but the 
Irishman b in no state to resume 
the partnership after breaking 
his arm at Kelso on Monday. 
Dwyer was recovering in hos- 
pital in Melrose yesterday fol- 


lowing In Good Faith's foil in 
the novice hurdle, a collapse 
that drove his jockey into the 
turf tike a tent peg. 

Dwyer, who will remain in 
hospital for two days, endured 
four hours of surgery and then 
reported over the telephone to 
his wife, Jane, at their Mai ton 
home. The details listed here 
are not appropropriare for 
someone about to embark on an 
extravagant lunch. 

"They have inserted a plate 
and wired the arm up," Mrs 
Dwyer said. "He was highly 


drugged up last night but be is 
a lot brighter today. I think he 
is pretty comfortable. - 
“They {the rider’s medical 
team] are slightly concerned 
about infection setting in. Ap- 
parently the boiic came through 
theskin and they had to remove 
part of Kelso racecourse from 
the wound. Because of that 


they are now giving him intra- 
venous antibiotics." 

If anything, the pain may 
have increased yesterday after- 
noon when Alabang, whose 


primary education has been in 
the hands of Dwyer, won a 
novice hurdle at Newcastle rid- 
den by Peter Niven. "I feci sor- 
ry for Mark because he’s done 
the schooling and (anything on 
this horse,** Maurice Camacho, 
the winning trainer, said. 

Dwyer's fellow' Irishman 
Ibny McCoy will occupy the 
saddle of the William Hill Han- 
dicap Hurdle favourite Teinein 
at Sandown on Saturday. About 
20 runners are expected (o go 
to post, with as many as four of 
them coming from Ireland. 


Britain wins Evry finale Judges hear Flockton appeal 


The Peter Maltin- trained WH- 
cuma, ridden by John Reid, took 
the main race on the last ever 
Evry card yesterday, plou ghing 
through the mud to land the 
Listed Prix Edellic. WDcuma, a 
5-2 shot on the Pari-mutuel, 
scooted home by four lengths 
from Le Conquet. 

Evry, which opened only in 
1973 and has some of the best 
turf and most modern facilities 
of any french track, is to be 
* dosed becauseof an agreement 
between the French govern- 
ment and racing authorities in 
1992. It was decided then that 
a major track had to dose in re- 
turn for government assistance 
to racing. Chantilly, Maisons- 
Laffitte and Deauville were all 
targeted but managed to survive. 


All benefited from local sup- 
port, something which Evry has 
lacked, plus the fact that they 
are important training centres. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: MiH Thyme 
(Catterick U20) 

NB: Formal Invitation 
(Southwell L30) 

■ The. case for allowing dia- 
betics, Such as Jonothan Low- 
er, to continue riding is to be 
discussed at a Jockey Club sem- 
inar about the illness today. 

| Vindaloo, the winne r of 11 
starts on the Flat last year, is to 
embark on a hurdling career. 
■The Elite Racing Club is to 
sponsor the Triumph Hurdle. 


The Court of Appeal yesterday 
began its hearing of the Flock- 
ton Grey “ringer” case in which 
three men are challenging their 
10 to two conviction try a York 
Crown Court jury in 1984 of 
conspiring to defraud book- 
makers. 

Keneth Richardson, 58, a 
businessman and gambler from 
Hutton, Humberside, and two 
associates, Colin Mathison and 
Peter Boddy, were convicted af- 
ter the prosecution alleged that 
a three-year-old. Good Hand, 
was substituted for Flockton 
Grey when it romped home at 
10-1 - all of 20 lengths ahead 
of the field in a two-year-old 
race at Leicester in 1982. 

According to the Crown, the 


heavily backed Good Hand dis- 
appeared after the race and be- 
fore a stewards' inquiry, leaving 
only a photograph as evidence. 

The trial judge gave Richard- 
son a nine-month suspendedjail 
sentence and fined him £20,(jQG. 
Later he was warned off all race- 
courses by the Jockey Club for 
25 years. Mathison was fined 
£3,000 and Boddy conditional- 
ly discharged. 

Those behind the betting 
coup stood to gain £36,000. 
Richardson, the former owner 
of .both horses, claims the 
“ringer" was some other horse, 
unconnected with him. 

His original appeal was 
turned down in 1986 and it was 
not unt3 June last year that the 


Home Office agreed to refer the 
case back to the Court of Ap- 
peaL 

Yesterday, Edmund Lawson 
QC, for the three men, told the 
court that the appeal was based 
on non-disclosure by the pros- 
ecution of potentially vital ev- 
idence, including photographs 
and witness statements, relating 
to the true identity of the win- 
ning horse. 

Denis Bellamy, a zoologist 
called as a defence witness, 
told the appal judges that be 
had compared three pictures of 
the winner with the pho- 
tographs of Good Hand and 
concluded that “the horses are 
not the same”. The hearing, was 
adjourned until today. 
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Urban DncteK (B Ptadn. 10 C9 

361 

361 

261 

HartwBte atef Bt iWfowr. 10 (B 

661 

.11661 

mj. 

BscthMfira'qursferibe odtab ptecaal Z 3, 4 (Raw w aver Oat, StnOcma. BmnKH 


ZZ40 Ben Bowden 
140 GemM Mtot 
140 Dress Dance 
2JD Lucky Bkfie 


HYPERION 

240 Casskfc Boy 
&L0 Keep ft Zipped 
340 Province (nb) 


2Jgl A & D LANDSCAPES HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £3»750 





GOING: Good (Good U Soft in pbcea). 

■ Left-hand fondle comae; Bgnre-of -eight chase comae. Tight arena, not striUUe far 
long-mndlnf; horses. 

■ Racecourse ta sooth of village at Junction or A29 and A27. Bonham railway station 
(Brighton - Portsmouth line) Is 2 mflesaroy. ADMISSION: Oub£13; Junior Club (12 
to lSjurofcfej S3, under l&s free: TfotasallsSB (accompanied nnder-1 6s free); Sflvw 
King i5. CAKPAXE: Plate area id plus M tor each occupant; remainder free. 


■ LEADING TEAINEBS WITH RUNNERS: J Gifford - 24 winner from ISO lumen 
ghee ssocMm ratio of 36fift end alamos 51 level state of it 9JC; EAlaer- 13 wfo. 
ners. 39 runners, SL3*, +i±47; S Cnrtfa- 13 winmt* 71 nnuas, ULM, -S39.K; S Bow* 
A- 13 wfonent, 127 nmnere, HUM. -illT.OR. 

Vr* LEADING JOCKEYS: A Kngafre- 23 wins, 128 rides, 180%, -45087: P Hide - JO 
wins, 88 rides, 22.7%, +523.60: J Osborne - IB wins, 47 rides, SIJNfe, +SHL33; A P Me- 
Caj - 1 6 wilts, 77 rides, 19.8%, 416.0ft. 

BLINKERED FIRST HUB: Gold Lance (12.40), Flying Fiddler (640). 

WINNERS m TUB LAST SEVEN BASS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE KUNNEBS; Crueio'* floy (C-40) has bear so* 161 mDffl ty R Bckfcy 
from Ltfumhi0, Hertford & Wore* Lacky Bridle (2- 101 has been satt 143 miles ty P Hobbs 
bom BUbroak, SannasA. 


PfOAfil EARTHAM JUVEPflLE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) (DIV I) 
l=™ll £3000 added 3YO 2m 2f WQyds Penalty Value £2^64 

243223 BBI BCWDSi (17) (M& N F MsttJf) SWoodmaillS J Osborn 

ACADOIY HOUSE »AD Spence) RAkduH 10 12 A P McCoy 


HXOUMX^mMs&rtBBUfidia^RO^RuanlllU DffStMnB 

HAMH0aH(!fiA)(Z5)(FMCmi)MaAtaatli]12 ; Iterate 


fib Jmm B Omoa JM Boar 10 12 

PHVHE raOTAL iHatajin Ifeteid Jane Rston 1012 

9> QUET MOHBdS (M) (IhB Funun Stop) P 10 12 — 

35 


-JJIRIP* 
— A Beta* 


i added 2m 2f 110yds Penalty Value £3,064 

1 12115-5 TOmnretCTmiHHennlGL MOOR 6 1110- 

2 231133- SUPfOtt LADY (235) (CO) CHk SupKfna Lady ftnnrcfepj Mss K Kntft 5 113 

3 FW32-4 SUUCOHrS P 0 MT (USA) tU) (MsVRHoonJ J Brittr6 11 T 

4 100- 10QQTE0DC(28QOI.Shn)PHObbs5113 

5 023-1 RONNHOU)(4Q|PCrftmiaS*lTC!BBr4l09. 

6 1221-34 DOHVOfAGE(USA)(3q(ThenvilAsCVBae9DGdBl4109. 

7 QQ143-5 MUHIASMli{18)(MaJenyUrenB0JFttiA-Heyra61Dl_ 

B BBMP6 RAA&N (USA) (131) (CD) 0ton Adtag S Woodtaan U 100- 

-Bdedbnd- 

Mrtiur? M0C IDsl Ite banlcap wage M*\0a2t. 

BEmMft 7-4 Scararae lady, 4-1 Boo H BcM. M lady BUta, BA tengdrsfe Psbft 7-lHdMr- 
ty“» OK, 8-1 Boa Voyefti, 1A-1 others 

FORM GUIDE 

LUCKY EDDIE wan what looked a hot nonce hurtle by Taunton's standards an Ns race- 
oourw debut e yeer Api but he ws wel baatm m batti subsequent ius. The form of ma 
win iM not work out as wel as fast seemed likely, but the foot remains mat Lucky Eddie 
showed he pus wfl hash and he is worth a chance on this handcap rtahuL Stpmm 
won a LeKesser and orenhts comae and tUs&nce last season but found Oabs Roee 
rewrssig earlier piactoes when they reopposed In the Hoecftst Panacur Fatal at Newbury tn 
March. Henrietta Kn&rs mare wound up with a thud to treemiapc at Asoot off today's 
mark and may Just have enougi vrapiL Tfdwtt'* GRt, succesdU loir brnes at UngfisM 
last season Maored each bme). prefers soft pound and gave only Ikrtud Brioouregfonare 
m fifth to Dontdmssf onfomer at Windsor last week. A One IrMoMng that winner gves Mub- 
tasMm d® beating of rKhatys Grit end John Ffiich-Heyes's 0 !kb« is on the same nwk 
as when winning n Newun Abbot (Crom 7I> out of the handcap) badi In Mqy. Inin N GaM 
made a winning debut tor Terry Casey at Stratford to October, bearing Samba Shanty a 
neck, and b open to further tmpiowment, but Bus first handcap represents a suffer test 
Bon Voyage s Wed hi bMws Mowing Ms Hunonglon «op last dma and has dapped to 
a {pod mark. Sekctloae LUCKY ED0E 

S1DLESHAM HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3fi00 
added (FOR CONDITIONAL J0CKEY5) 2m Sf UDyds Penai- 
ty Value £ 2^80 

1 044-324 FOVKHDOBI (17) (Lte Robots) Mftoba»5 11 10 PHedeyB 

2 34MP12-' MHMDORpOQXMaJRMetEadJMcGren&TiiaKaeg) RChIb5 116 


SBBU5 (USA) (25j (W V & Ms E S fttK) N Heniasai 10 12. 
TOMM (Mss J II BMyatt) J Badey 10 12. 


-Wimtaa 
IRKempi 
— MBodw 


B0U) sniff LADY (Bdd Stet Laty fttkredwf EWxderl07- 
UEGALUf YOURS Offl (Mrs J Mumyi L Mono®* Hd 10 7_ 
-lldsdnd- 


JHQdlRthsfl} 
0 Manta 


( 


BEIIRIG: 11-10 Resdanv Home, 34 Swam, ft-2 Baa Bowlea, 10-1 Pitacdy Aitair, £2-1 Hm- 
bflDoh, 14-1 Bh^ty Yores, 16-1 Odd lanes, 20-1 Talhnin, 25-1 afbart 
1S9S: no contsponing riweurg 

FORM 6UDE 

ACADBIY HOUSE, fiourth to the tosh Cesarewttch when batoed by Aldan O’Brien and a 
winner mer mo rrWes at the Cunagh In AupisL loots a usefU recruit to hunting and can 
make a wtonmg debut tor ffegAkanutsL Saronos, a fair maiden on Ihe Flat wlh Lord Hunt- 
ingdon, finished a ctose Ukra to Kenm on ho ludfing debut at Newbury, but that form has 
taken a few knacks and, last time, Wcty Henderson's cod could tandi only fiffo to Shoot- 
ing Ught et Sandown. Ffis hurdling was not fluent tnet day, but he ddflntah eking way r 
front of the dsappototing HaribKooh, e*-Ed Dunlop and hmng Ns first ran orer Umber then. 
Ben Bowden has Inched out of the money Just once from «0it starts over hunSes, last 
dme0angduwi)UBtoi«r Iff lengths nttwd to Notka Lord at Cheiiwham. He win do weH 
m defy the penalty tor his Newton Abbot wm but cartabty has ptaoe prospects agan. Prinsa- 
ly Aftatr, Miner of a UMuriong apprenboas' hendkap at Yarmouth in June when with MchaW 
Beil, rates best of me others. SatodtaK ACADEMY HOUSE 




B41WP DUMB KMC (7) ftffl} ICIeew Sntaes) M Betel 8110. 
10U4-12 CASSarSBCTf (17)(UorBrBlltaang|REiJJay5114. 


-Ll 




042000 RWUWAISO) ff *5 Margaret MeGtoneJR tore B 110 __ 
OOWB 0 SOMERSET IMMCEReUSAH7](Uss Jute Sdfi 101^9 10 12. 


t Canty (5» 


P-4U434 ROfiBFSNU.a7)VtMoae)AMoon>9109„ 
04WO PH0FES8KJH mofradarck Gray) F&ny 5100. 


iBaWieior(q 


JK McCarthy (7) V 


SBJSEY SBJJNG HURDLE (CLASS G) £2r450 added 2m 2f 
I J — LU 1 UOyib Penalty Value £2,010 

P-23238 CHkUl CONiROUHt (IQ (Roar I Spaced J Rtth-Hges 7 ID 12 IRKarana 0 >B 

00500QF FttUCTTOVrtl (G83) (t*s V Parry) P Buder 7 10 12 4 P McCoy 

P 6 LWCS 8 A BRSE (7} (J J Wbe9 tJK&gSon4 1012 01 


-Bdedmd- 

IMtwn ireoyc 10H. 7h« nandfeap "egc Profesdkn 8 a 13*. 

BQ1M& 7-4 Cmkril Boy, S-2 Hkcdcr, 9-2 Daring Hog, 6-1 Bjtog FMcflor, 8-1 Rogcr’a PM, 14- 
1 Partam, IB -1 ethen 

FORM GUIOE 

CASSKYS BOY, successful at Chepstow and Hereford last season, made a waring return 
at Banffr. where he got up dosa home to beat Ztogfear a head, the par wefl ctoar. He 
faled by just a- neck to match Moment Of Gtory here last bme. the paira®4n fintatanga 
long dear, and shovid be able U> one better today. Mrndor failed ty three-quar- 
ters of a tangh to beat Southern Power in the Ascot States at ihe Royal meeting and fof- 
kreed up by wtnrtng a staying mntficap at Chepstow, she wound up last Jwnps season In 
gaod form, wmngat Ludtow and nrwhlng second to 5hes Delight at Faiwnhwn and could 
pose a trig threat If ctarytr^ over to hurdles some of me i mp rovement she showed on the 
FtaL A good ran from inn N GaM r the preceding race would be a palmar to firet-brne- 
Mntared Ftyfog FUtReafe chance, as he was a cloee Uvd to that frrel at Sb^tad in Oc 
totwr. Ha wm on tn nr Beyeid doee at Piumpton but was wfi beaten behind Oareswan 
nare tasttlnie- RoBera P 8 f^ 0 »d ram from a long way out of die hanfreap hare were foi- 
lowed by a poor effort last tffne and, even tuck hi Ms trip, he carol be rebed upon. 

Selection CASSKTS BOY 


00 UITVE UKE (17) [p Budert P Buler 5 10 12 . 

54 MBaamrS KBKPBHWVItoto) Mlbtyri; 41D12- 


-TJMBpty 

_Bf 


3JJ0 


MUNDHAM NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) £4*200 added 3m 
2f 110yds Penalty Value £3080 


O40SFO H«rawiZAK)(jjj(tmseardusRac»gCU»S0cw410i2. 
2ESII Mss R J Bfiand T demert 4 10 12 . 


-ADfeken 


PP CfUtOIIDIMI SFBBT (18) (K Rang T McGown g 10 7 

OOOW> RAMMG ROSE (IB) GUy luM R AM 6 10 7 

Q300P- GBSa usr psQ lUs tteys DuBeU Hs P DuNeU 5 10 7 . 

420 GRmTS CNL (U) 0*s B 9Kfes) P Mconey 4 107 

B322W- HH BEIE (HQ (73^ M Dnreen] KBuie 7 10 7 

-Udectared- 


— FHahy 
-SRJWS 


BBTWe M Mmoqk Mole, 4-1 Cre* ContraUr, B-l Grtfera CM, B-l Water VtaanL 10-1 tow- 
H Hit, Mt Town, 12-1 Ffeafaig Rooa, IB-1 IBM Me, 20-1 olbara 
FORM CODE 

MEHORYV MUSK, beaten seven and a htflengms to tbudi to Rnu kia Rumpton ntnloe 

hurde last month, wW Ifod this weak seder mu* eeaier and shoiid open Ws account mat 
was only hta second iw over huidtos and his Bflh of 13 to Court Nap at Windsor a year eer- 
ier reads vrel m the conned of this race. Griffin's 6 kl was beaten 15 lenghs by Severn 
GNe at Stratford In October and couM manage only lOdi of 21 to Ifeter Monamy at Leices- 
ter afterwards, but she has every chance m this company. So does Water Hazard, even 
Hioufli ha has been dtaappu mun g on hta Iasi two stars, most recently when tailed off be- 
hind Spmfayra over course and distance. Ex-lnsh pointer Fruit Town had a waun-up run 
an die Flat at Ascot m October and b worth warctmg in the betdng with Tory McCoy iu- 
mg. CPHaconboBer, tailed off behind VMitsttotg Buck at Ptumpan last tme, e re-eqUpped 
wtth the bflnkere he wore when second to Ontagoy at the same couse last season and has 
shown enough earlier tfos term to suggest he can figure. Selection: MEMORY'S MUSK 


1250-21 KTO 1 IT 2HTOJ (3S) (CD| Ursa Stewt-Browil 0 Sheraood 6 11 7- 

FLWaJOCS<ESSwfr« 5 PffcfBfc 71010. 

2 F GRErGOn»f(U|(rFltyna>RCUds81010 


jtPHcCdr 

— D Manta 


IANSIIM FWBHU J HodefoBonl W Turner 11 10 10.. 


0PCV3- UI1lERfNIIEY{38S)UAJudl9M<5LAchads71010. 
PfflMUWr Wtyes) 6 Bekfng 6 10 10 „ 


m 


2 HP- RaumGOtD{3BG)(OBrajBrityMnVe(leteV«aK7U10^ 


4- 4PHURA HH 1 (215) [BAs R 0 Hufcftngs) R Mier 7 ID 5 , 


’HadtyM 


1M 


NORFOLK CHALLENGE CUP NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4*200 added 2m 2f Penalty Value £3425 


BETTUG: 7-4 Keep h Opped, M WuM Oats. 7-2 Panbaaty 7-1 Brsy SonMo. Apaba HaU. 
IW. Hotel Gold, 2tM, UMs Awfay, 334 olliw 

FORM GUIDE 

FIAXB) OATS, winner of stx of his 11 starts In potoi-to-potots, can make a winning debut 
over fences. Baul Metals does wel with tw necrUta from the pointing field and, vMe Flaked 
Oats does not look destined for the very top, he should be gM enough foday. Heap It 
Zipped dd not look efl that keen on hb criming debut at Newton Abbn «4wn wel besoan 
by Strong Taqum. He dk) better here when beating Grey Goman six lengths here after- 
wards but meets met rival lift worn Gray Gonten (el tour out wrier stil n with every 
efunoe In Basket Hero's Windsor race last bme and has every chance to overturn plactogs 
rath Keep It Zipped it he improves tils Junptog- Apatora Had « another winning pointer but 
has achieved much less In that field than Flaked Oats. Parahandy, successful in Ireland, 
b another former pointer to watch out tar. wMe Rolled Gold showed enoufji m a couple 
of bumpers the season before last to suffiest he can gat into the shake-up. 

Selection: FLAKED OATS 


Iiinaa W*UE MflKST(22) (CM BofaTtreel RPfapsS U 10. 
#0064 DUBS DMKE (7) MaJRftMUN MfcJtfl 81110- 


9*2585 BOU) ACRE PQ) (Mrs MamiC Morgan} IMBwfcy g ii 9 . 

5S2F54 OOlEOFAHlOt0H(lflmeFliaEteefi PamewW JGft«9 117. 

PPCP-P5 HBOCaO(18)(Bennd(rBB8iilD(raien9115 

U/3A30- MJDBHtasUREISBSBIJOrefley) nones io U.4 

3U63P0 RAL OF TRICKS (7] (Bran JWriffl J BxdarB 108 

W/4EF J 4 DOOH 8 B«P) IAJ Martin) TCotj 6 102. 


--Sop** 


IS) 


JTJ 

PMde 

D Leahy 

— 0 Manta 


1 3.40 1 HURDLE (CLASS E) (DIV B) 


_ U30(M>- 4ISW»CROTfU83)IKPb««eirMcGflvM91D0. 

10 (V6P3A4J LHBAltocre5K)0. 


-fibre 

-BPOMl 


iMnun iretfto 10* hanttep wetyit «un Grey 9a I 3 flt herowus way 9a loo. 

BEmNCS 7-2 Dt*e Of kpnlaa, 4-1 Dress taree, Wffie MaMi 8-1 Bald fere. 8-1 Ptoocdo, lfti 
jecksaas Bay, 14-1 others 

FORM GUIDE 

DUKE OF APnOLON. winner of a Sandown novice hurdle in 1992 93, has had hs proo- 
lemsscx* and ran just once in 1994 95 (a close second to Fataortmdff here) before mtss- 
kte an IKt season- Mad beaten on fits reappearance « Newton Abbot he dumed he retara 
pieiity of aMty at Pkjmpton Mat bme when msM>% much of the rannaig to trie ttttrd last 
axl ptiggnt on to be beaten Just six lengths In fourth to Woodbinds Boy. Josh Gtftonfs 
ramrer was canytogl2tonwre than fas tong^Bnoicap wsfgfK then and, off a 5!0 lower mark 
today. Cfoi prove good enoutfi for a belated second wn. Wlh M a he lt ran up a hat-tnek 
at wweoserlWce) end Soidhwel during the ammer and goes off me sane mamas when 
besting Seahawk Retriever two tangjhs for the Iasi wccess, but he has been wek beaun 
skv», tost dme skngdovm 13 lengths n third to Fichu at Lurtow. A tugger threat timid 
be posed by Dreac Dance, memer of a Taunton handicap hurdle off an amaai hank*) 
rating of 93 last season, FWi to Porphyrias at Worcester on Ids chasing debut and reap- 
poorance, tw was tor from dsffasd when Joirti to Or Royal at Chepstow last week. Bold 
Aa* would be a good thoig on the p«k of h» hunBng tarn But he has even uide encour- 
lament In two chases tWa season. S atecMoK DUKE OF AttyOLDN 


5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 


£3,000 added to stakes 3YO 2m 2f HOyrfs Penalty Val- 
ue £2,343 

QASST CHEF (K 0 W SOfjJS J Wwe 10 12 TjteMpby 

JHAU (Ihe Rn FtaBSdipl D Murray SnMi 10 12. 


mOVMCE (J E Bmr) C Msm 10 12 

RED RIBIY (USA) ITOV kbtfd P Ha^- 10 12 . 
SBERIAH mas (C S Tatesrt B Smart 10 12 _ 
I(APt*^fl PhOps 10 7. 


-MRfcbards 


HO BBROOSBI (18) (tames Esany R Rarer 10 7. 


■DBMpr 


PEKIOS CEM (4Q (Mre R A MureR M Batoi 10 7. 
RBEMFEVBttyQdOavil DArtuflwt 10 7— - 
VBIMCA FRANCO (Gary Boyert B Peace 10 7—. 

-lfli 


IK McCarthy (7) 

PHMa 

A P McCoy 


BSTBI 6 B-2 Produce, 5-1 Ctaasy CHrrf, B-lMal, RuMw, 7-1 Red RHty.9-1 Veronica IW 
CO, 10-1 [j ltarolOirea, 12-1 otters 

roRMeuDE 

PROVWCEaanos out on »mat ha achieved on the Rat. navingvrena miemafoenatNete- 

marte on a botetcq debut rflugjstwrien trai n ed by Geoff Lawte. He was out of his depth 
on hta erty subsequent start at Epsom but should be able towm races over hunks, eib- 
braklerad and Petrm Bent, the only two go haw ran «er fattSes, have shoun no pramua. 
Classy CMef fi die next htgwa rated an die Rat attar PnMnoe. He maneged a neck sec- 
ond to Castan in a mfie handicap at NatU&ram m October but was twee weQ beaten et- 
wortt and is hmey conasmn. Jefafi, mud behind nubj Bnd hcfoauocii when meuow 
a staying tnp at Beth in September, wfl haw no dtfAculty string die bip and kWta the best 
anematM to Prownca Sel acMere PROVINCE 


HYPERION 

12J20 "ferry 12L50 Perpetual Light 1_20 MB 
Thyme 3L50 Desert Brave 2J20 Aide Memdhe 
230 MulDngar3L20 fiUTWUL HAND (f»p> 


4 412334 8EYEK WISE (USA) [38) R Johnson 9 10 B — KJ 

5 313-223 nWDERSnBKX (22) m J H Johnson 10 10 5. 


6 260503 DEBBIf BRAVE (26) MttS SlMti 6100- 

7 0-3140S B01AMBfBRL(7}FUitaffi7 10 0_ ADotMi 

B SB0M4 MJSIBtSMESMIIN(22)(D)l4niV1NM 13 100-DoMM 


GOING: Good (Good to Finn in places). 

left-hand course. imAitartnp and sharp. Run-in 240yd* 
Rohm ■ NW of unm on AB13& DbUbbm adtai Idn-boa- 
cs in coiase. ADMISSION: CtebSl I ■, TattcraalbST; Core* SiOO 
londer His free all sicfosures). CAS PARK: Mcoibeis 12, rest Fhee. 


ySB_ 


BUNKKRED FIRST TIMS: Jo« Rory ( 1 220L 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DA2& None. 
LOMMESTANCB RUNNERS: COaretyRaai (ISO) bas heart 
180 Bifles by R Lee fiwn ByirawStaopstere. 


Mtautc Ete jiwretyna: BDbnsyGtoft* 12*i MaderSafemn 9a 3B. 
BBine M FM OTtabs, 7-2 Uacto Bart, 44 TbrerfHftwk, ftl RBm 
Ds.IMm, Desert Brave, 7-1 Brimy fid, 12A Often 

CALDERPRMT SELLWG HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS G) £2,500 added 2m 

FB42 RmDOf BUES (32) PO lta M RBWley 4 11 10-J’ftvoi 

5100-23 BREJUSDCE(UB)(BF)SGofings4119 ADcbbtaB 

RlflO50 IAMUM ART (18) (CD) D MribR 5 11 5 DJ Moffett 

SH3H nnua(US3)nUaaJOaa7 113 N 

P55S56 ABE MBMMRE (M R ioinai 7 U 1. 

P-05010 RTTOIHEDO (USA) mfCDIJQlMTi 6111 

3W-P50 GNHDVUD|BRFSnaK91013 B Storey 

(B340O WBAEEDHRNBKBZa)MKlVRastl41D8 ffMrftdhp) 


1220 


ELLEKTON NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
(DIV Q £3yDOO added 3YO 2m 

154 TAHH (26) TO A Smew 110 TBayV 

P JUSTRORY{4)MsZQml012_ 


rau Miocn j j otw 10 12 . 


3 aVYWORD SUPRBt (18) J BMHJltey 10 12 -E 
44 IQPMUWf (17] P DSfion 10 12 N 


JUomeaB 


TO 


DUNnum (SO) J M Jdtaai 107 . 
HfOHAIwanderlO 7. 


JH Newton (7) 
B Saury 


WUBYHE>mnBlGMMOini07 

3 L0HOfffllASSt(USAH54)Tfas8ylO7 OPMrf 

PHBOf RUB D Bater 10 7 - . RMwdttiMt 

0 RADMORE BRANDY (28) G Rldads 10 7 ADobUfi 

-Udcctared- 

BEIilllB: 5-2T*ny. 3-1 SayMad Seprenw, 7-2 Ttgmgan, 7-1 Radnore 
BraatyB-lOentby Henpecked, 12-1 Needta Mobfr, 15-1 oOms. 

BXB7T0N NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
(DIV D) £3,000 added 3YQ 2m 

13 DOUBLE DA9I (30)0 Mobs U 5 DJ Moffett 

2 CRASHES FREE (Z7) M Maaffn 1 10 12 ADoUAl 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 KFP48 OMBH T5 SABA (19) Lliro B IQ 7 
20 505063 OWUSIIDmaSl)jDattS105 
U 840354 UTILE REDHMfi (XQ M Hamaid 4 10 4 

12 0050W OVSt SDDB> (97) P ChaeArm^i 6 10 3 

13 060606 UY HANDY MAN (30B)D Barter 5 10 

14 J24P0P-' RAGA22X] (19Q i 5 10 0 

15 300D-P HBOfBIS ABOVE (BO) F Mnpiy 4 10 0 
lfi 06UOUP ARWUR BE (22) B BafifeW 9 10 0. 

17 OOGBCP DARK MRMGHT (22) D laati 7 100 

18 4PP-035 CAnONIADYffUROagglBlOO 
18 00605 SB3OM»«MY(32)ia«ae5100 



PHcLaafMM 

jCImTO 


1250 


20 5QV60 SHUT UP P4) Mrs E Moscop 7 10 0 C HcCcrmre* (7) 

21 QRtyP LADY RHAOUA (473) « Trite! 10 10 0 EHtnbandR) 

22 P«P HOIffiCREST (22) B ERSCh 4 10 □ HQM(3)V 

23 RWD-UO PNWTOUR NAGON (1) H Chamteton fi 10 0 — FPcnatt 

-23dedared- 

AMaumMViC 10ft Die irardtyi hoVb: Hcawns Abate %f2jHb,ArtAirr 
Bee 9sr UJft Da* mugt Star lftt. Cam lad). SecomB Aw» ta 7». 
Sfu Up 99 5EL lady NadiA Hraneoeft Print YCorWttfin 9tf -tfo. 
BETTING: 4-1 Ffrway Btaes, 5-1 AM* Memoira, 7-1 £■■ Jofttoa, 10-1 
Fraaltar Art, 12-1 Owr Stated, CtHbtlMft Utde Radt*«, 144 ottrara 


DIAMOND BEACH GM Moore 10 12. 

80 BUDS BEIT TO FMapty ID 12 

R MIR ESPRIT UDJCVr 10 12. 


-HHonHay 


JFleatyTO 


NORTTERM DWMOHD fifes M fetful 10 12— GaffLycaa 

30 0NYDUMMM(4) JHMnon 1012 N«s«Ma 

RBaffeTMBTJ TUriff 10 12 TM 


S3 RUSSAM RASCAL CU} T Eafitety ID 12. 


ICtarity 


o~cHl OWf(I£S VICKERY l®V10RIALHAM>ICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E} £4^00 3m If 110yds 

3122/ff- BLAND CHEF (37^ n P Beaunum 7 12 0 RSoppie 

54DP66 MARQWDOD pty N OrantMan 9 11 13 TRnd 

131F44 COHEDY ROAD CB} OTO R Lee 12 118 IWanm 

EU38PP- TWN SHOES (209) (CO)) Tims 7 11 6 ADanua 

41-03UO GME AIEAD (23) (D) G M Moore 6 11 5 NBenttay 


02 AtWARl)A(lUmMHarmiandl07 DDmOey 

PERPEJUAL LIGHT J Qten 10 1- BUM** 

- llMnd — 

BHTWC: 9-4 CwibtW^ Pririn, 62 Alwii n ia. 5-1 Portle Petal, Buadnr Ra>- 
caL U DtemM Baach, 1»-1 PwprtnM Utfft 14-1 odm 

BROMPTON COMXIIONALS HANDICAP 
HURDLE (PLASS Q IZJOOO added 2m 3f 

F-21121 SUPOTOP (12) L Ling) 8 12 0 UanfrnTO 

Z0P44 RAUSA(4)Mltam)na41110 RBcaaTO 

1/22026 SUBDBfSPMQBO) {Q /Norton 6118 B6WtroTO 

P0210-P NW.THIf|C(27)MsMIMer4113 SIM 


1-20 


10 461530 FORWARD GLDI (7) POreeftreugi 9100 — /SMB (3)11 

11 5P5546 SMJOK PONT (238) D Lamb 9 10 0 1 Bate 

-11 federal — 

Kmrun; ICO. Due wege: FwwaroOen 9a V3b. SkkA ftw Rsf 110. 
BEIT1IK: 62 Kanmore-s^eed, 61 net to A Stone, Coaedy Road. 7-1 
Wand QM, 61 Off The Bra, Forward Ska, 161 M*gar, 12-1 aBm 


U0HJ32 KMA0HtSPBB)C12)lk5San«i9113_H*tart&Bft 

5I3HM6 MA1HGAR f23Q J Chariton 7 11 1 A Dobbin 

214403 P0RTMASIDni[U]MKBivnml710ULIIrCBaioarTO 

6PC2U0 aFFDEBaiPTOTOMtaSMunelllOG 

_»MBcwSwmfl(7) 


04044P- DAWIS GORSE (20Q J M AAreon 4 10 11— E< 

426305 ANORAK (USA) TOQGM Moore 6 ID 10 NHaaoty(7) 

463003- RB)BEAC0N(1SB) JOdAfogBlOB I Supple 

50BH2 TPffK(7)TO49Htfi 7107 «ttonw*»(S) 


3-20 


BOMU6 HBEWY KMGHT (213) J Haldaie 6 10 5. 

10 5305(72 D004AR(USA)(2S)PDBtoi91D3 


-FUahy 


_MNnwtrn{3) 


U 050G56 FRYUP SABU 1 E p*d Ms J BlOl 5 10 2 . 

BEnWft 11-4 Squatty, 62 Tfo t la, 61 RaRta, Doctor, 161 Sodden 
Seta, (fed Beacon, 12-1 often 

prcnl BOBBY IAULKNER REMOHUL HANDICAP 
\= rrf .l CHASE (CLASS F) £4jOOO ddded 2m 

1 23-6241 RJU.iynWSE[NZ)(22)(nPC8lrar9120 TBeed 


1534-51 UCLEBHffTO9TOMBLVFLnal6118 AThoratne 

4O2EP0 POSIIVE ACIION tUQ (CD) to Barnes 10 10 13 -Sltytor TO 


STREETLAM ‘NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added An 3fi 

l-Pl B 1 >C Oft (28) J Qirevi 5 u.3 R Ganttty 

442 FAnwULHANDD5)MisSSrn8i6101D — IQdenl 
50 FOt* FROM NOME (12) J J(7N0i410 10 — RMC&aRi (5) 
6 HADHWY IAD (222) JH JofiM»i4 1010 — N 
30 HBCGCKB>{38)MHannond51O10 — HrCBOreierTO 

0343 IACBI SMKE (182) D Mct&re 71010 DJ 

OOP- MARE A BUCK (271) L Uno G 10 10 M Foster 

23046 HMIWEWAffi(25)JHJaln»n41010 
UBO- ROBERT DC BRAVE (233) JMtafesan 4 10 1IU 

(651 SKVBI MR (39) Ms M AmAh 4 10 10 

P 9MRT M SA1W (m Ms LVAmtoB 1010,^ Hnretca 
0067 RASH LUCK {U)R Creep 6 10 5 B Stony 


1 

2. 

3 

4 

5 

« 

7 

a 

9 

10 
u 
12 


BEITVIGt 5-2B The One; 3-lFMBAri Hand, 63 Store MkraB-lHetyediad, 
Priaffkre Heart, 10-1 Lagan Bridge, Ffer From Robb, 14-1 offien 


HYPBVON 

3LOO Lance Armstroi^ 3L30 Weeheby 2JDO ftth 
Cheamafthe 230 Lucky DoBar3JOO Zambezi Spfr- 
it 330 First Crack 


SAL PIN HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£3^00 added 2m 

OAIAH (627) (OJ) 1*5 J Ceoi 7 12 0 Tltat 

HNG AIHB5IM (») TO B MdUhin 8 11 9-Derek Byrae 
reiER toONAMT (IQ (OI) M Pipe 4 11 4 _M A RbgeoU B 
SUSY VHH ME (5) (CD) C E^ton 6 10 9 -tor R Drentan TO 

A!H CfCAMNA&HE PO) J NevJe410 2 AMuefreHB 

SHCIWC MOON 03) FJndan410O_ -SttymaB 


GOING: Good. 

■ Left-hand sharp, oval comae. 

■ Count? is ran W of Newark. Rnneaon Junction adjoins Canute. 
ADMISSION: Chib SI2; TeUcneOt £6 I.OAP members uf 
caurwe's Dtarnond Club 14, under- IBs free). GAB PAU: Free 


BUN3XBHD FUST TUB: None. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAXSc None-. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Bed Tel ( | .00) & Peter Horuiny 
(1100) eem 21 1 miles ty M Pipe from Nkrimbritayne. Devon. 


uoo 


CHASING IN MIND *Nlf NOVICE HURDLE 
(QUAL) (CLASS Q £3j000 2m 4f liOyds 
ARNGHABH ABHMLE 0S) Ms; M M^r 5 110 JLS SmBh 

DRTMU.IADJ Naan S UO. W Fry 

FMmS SUBSDY (39) G M Moore 4 11 0 T Hogg ( 7 ) 

lANCEARMSIRONB (2B9)GM0S(UtB UO AM«Ao 

MGHT1HVNE (43) M Uata 4 11 0____8 Hngre TO 
OPIMSnc AHMR (23) A Sneer 5 11 D Alranaeh 

RBfilELdNMPpeauo MARbgertel 

CABLY-I (212) F Jadaon S 10 9 Mr N Kent 


2.00 

1 313433' 

2 133W-2 

3 120121 

4 PB1342 

5 6314P6 

6 5000PP 


BEITBIG: 7-4 Bpg AtbabteB, U4 Peter Hnnway, 7-2 Sfejr NM Me, 4- 
ltaar*. 12-1 Mb Ckwmrtba, 261 SURtagMom 

I G CHADWICK lETIEMENr NOVICE HCAP 
I CHASE (CLASS E) £4^200 3m UQydS 

1 123232 UMaornOLURCI2)KBaiajr81113 .CODwyer 

2 1435 MANOR MEO (35) G PnxKtreu 10 11 4 Mr A Coe (7) 

3 35122* OCEAN IEADBI (27ty Mra 0 Hade 9 11 3 

4 73-41 GEMSIAD(2fi) Ms S SreHh 9 11 0 

5 62AW0- BUG CORBflTS 02^ M Btoata 8 10 12 

7 334246 HEMW>^MoigMOiBpmBi610 0 — WWa tt kigM 

8 otaw nciR(397) mbm m^nfiioo a Sana 

9 QlUSBPO SMETBUCXCia}RPu0l71OO to 


f AFtogtnto 

-GHogreTO 


1 0 

2 

3 CMP 

4 0F116 

5 OOP 

6 0000-4 

7 21500 

B 044650- . . 

9 5004 HAUMBEU.( 20 ) WGM hirer 41Q9- 

-9 dectared- 

BBlBKc 7-4 Lane* taring 114 Optintatic Artak, 4-1 Rad M, 7-1 
CatysJ, UM. Ftaam Stonidy, 12-1 Iky W Led, 161 « 


BETIMG: 7-4 laefry Dolor, 9-4 flams Lad, 62 Ocare leader, 7>1 Manor 
Mao, H Ring Corttafe, 14-1 Onnrir, 161 Ffeowl Uwer. 33-1 otter* 


3J00 


THAMES HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
ESflOO added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 00-2643 HDUGHIDN(4Umw>S*fil01110 MrR£tetan{7) 

2 1P12-12 Z A I Bl3<ir»lir pC)PBQk>eMjares71lflJ)ta yh tyiin 

3 /1401/D CQJltO (33) TOT Forster 011 7 5 

4 
-5 


ISSbM 


1-30 


WELLAND NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 

£4,200 added 2m 

/PRJl-F UBSffiR GQYlME (22) ((TO KBatoy8115 — COPDayw 
U2F615 SUBBEFBIiWCTOnNHmiaBonBllSJWAHbgtaiAl 

434P3P aam{sac&nn>7Wiz — to flaws- 

OP «5f EIWCALNOIECT) LteS Snufii 5 ID 12 — ffWUnan(7) 




1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
S 

B 03WCM VfflitEBV (IK« («) M ftrractonh 7 10 12^ 

9 360-041 toWSIOTS MADAH (3D) I 5 10 7 JDanarebe TOV 
_ 9 ^sdwdi ^ 

BETIWG: 62 StoSw Ffllow, T -2 fbnraf hatotUoa, 62 Lobd* CrttagD, 
M. riamtag Mfcacte. »1 Wintefi Itedae, Stol. Weetety. lfrl odwr* 


S6US fLAHMGHRACLEI2QGBBRunB1012 RFtanolB 

2U<V FORMAL DMOtnOH (1341) OMdidban 7 10 12_AHrefifr" 
1P2B02 SHAUX (4Q J Jenkra G 10 12 NTEgrefT) 


1FU221- IBISBYSiBD(Z 2 DHsaMMto 9 n 6 Ul 
PFF3-64 COPPBI CABLE OttCSrrrei 9 100 

-SdMtand- 

BEJlH&SAZaabMlSpfcfl, 62 NMtatyStod, WCrttatt, 62 Haatfrim, 

14-1 Copper Calrie 

• CONDTOONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^)00 2m 4f 110yds 

X 555612 DESB(r FORCE (t^ (C) A Sn» 7 11 10 SHocre 

2 43212P RRST CRACK (331 TOF Janlan 11 11 7 Slmey 

3 972112 MIIEYH3Bl(3fl)(DBf) WGMTuner7116-IPaaerTO 

4 O430PO- nffiWKE RUN (19to TO J BHcfl 11 11 6 fftoeSMV 

5 021460- RAM-H-SUH (203) TO I L Hants 10 114 J 

6 33146P SOUHAN SPRMflS (40) TO Ms V Wad 6 10 12 J) Rati V 

7 005440- TARGET IBiE (328) RTO WsSSnllhfllD 7 Jl Wktasoo 

8 062034 1X9BaF{H)JBMt6106 SMc*aw(3)B 

B 050360 WTRE W THE Mss J Borer 12 100 

_JCfeureeftn«DO(7) 


BETTHfe 61 Deaort Ferae, 62 FMqr Hycr, 61 FM Crack, IMtaMf, 
61 Ptedpto* Rre, 12-1 RatolMaa, M-i ettere 


RACING RESULTS 


NEWCASTLE 

U30; 1-tffMO SABO (0 Parker! 7 2: 2, 
Aabam Buy 13-2; 3. Bwtmi Heights 4-3, 
8 re. 7-4 lav M«8 Graerq/ants (Sin). 8, 2. 
iC Parker. UicJtKW- 'Mbs £340: £L10. 
LL83, £4.10, Dual Forecast: l2S.t». Com- 
puter So^t Forecast: £24.75, tkcbsc 
E86J51. 

1.00: 1- ALABAN6 (P ftOvrifti 10-11 fev; 
2 . pmhimi Sqafre 14-1: 3. Qattara 20- 
L Iff rtov 6 , 2 . (M CBmacho, Maltnnl. Tata: 
ft BO ; ft .BO. £2.10. £450. du« Forecast: 
£12.00, Oomputer Strain Forecast £15^7. 
Tria £43-00. 

l5«fcl.POIJnCALTOWEHlADoW*l!6 

d fev: 2-TlmbndriM 4-1: s. MgM MniMr 

2-1. 5 ran. nk, 7. (H Nbam. Seitaik). Tote 
£3.10: £3.10. £2.70. Dual Forecast £450. 
CSF: £7 J5. 


2J10: 1 . BSBBAR 8 BANQIKT (B GraDan) 
9-2:2.taiAnheT0p9-2;3.Ari«J«cflcWtod 
9-5. IB ran. 7 2 fw Covering Itxjfled uo). 
'h. 26. (P Seaumcnt. Brandsbyl. Iota: 
£5.20: £300. £230, £3.90. Forecast 
£13.70. Computer Strait Forecast £2330. 
Tele Tno: £18.70. Non Rums: Leap to The 
DftK 

2-30: 1. SEDVJCT* (G OahPI 6-5 fov: 2. 
loarteig Pmtpoct 25-1:3. Act Tl* Wag 10- 

1 s ran. l*. 9. (MreM Hetretey. Sattumi. 
To (to £2.00-, £5,90. £17.00. Dual Forecast 
£15530. CSF: E1&02. 

3.0th 1. MAJORITY BAA10R (A S SnUBi) 
14-1: a. SIMVMB 62; SL Hoyjto Stnprtaa 
14 1. U ma. 62 fev Mto Dee (ten. Vh. 14. 
(P Cheeftrough, Btahap Auckland). Tot* 
£29 40: £2.90. £2.10. £3-80. DR £6000. 
CSF: £73.74. Tria £43.80. 


French 
players 
feted on 
return 


tads 


The triumphant French Daw* 
Cup icam were feted on their 
return tn France as thousands 

ofParteians lined die Champs- 
Elywes yesterday. 

Hie French" President. 
Jacques Chirac, who busied n re- 
ception for the players a; the 
Sysec- Palace, said of the quar- 
tet who beat Sweden 3-2 in ;> 
maniihun final day in Mai mo on 
Sunday: "They made us experi- 
ence astonishing moments. VVe 
are mfinitd)' proud of them." 

Chirac congratulated the 
team, but he also praised tele- 
vision viewers who watched 
nearly in hours of the matches 
Sunday afternoon and evening 
calling them ''heroes of the lit- 
tle screen". Ratings showed 
that nearly 60 per cent of view - 
ers tuned tn to watch the last 15 
minutes of the match, even 
though it was almost 1 1 pm. 

The players - Guy Forge L 
Amaud Boetsch. Cedric Pin line 
and Guillaume Raoux - and the 
team captain. Yannick Noah, 
were driven down the Qiamps- 
Elysees in two open-top cars. 
They then drove to Roland 
Garros, home of the French 
Open, to place the Davis Cup 
at the foot of a statue of the late 
Rene Lacoste, who helped 
France win the trophy six suc- 
cessive times bctwccn”lv27 and 
1932. Lacoste died in October. 

Rain stopped just in time for 
the parade and fans brought the 
players' cars to a standstill as 
they clamoured for autographs. 

“It's incredible, when we were 
told we were going down the 
Champs-Elysees 1 didn't think 
there would be a crowd,’’ said 
Boetsch, whose epic victory 
over Nicklas Kulti in the fifth 
match of the final in Mulmo gave 
France the cup for the eighth 
rime. It was the first time since 
the Davis Cup was created in 
1900 that a final was decided in ' 
the fifth set of the fifth match. 

It was only the third time in 
20 years that a wanning team 
has been feted on the Champs- 
Elysecs: and the other two 
were both football teams. The 
honour was accorded to the 
1976 European Cup finalisLs St 
Etienne and last season’s Eu- 
ropean Cup-Winners' Cup 
champions, Paris Sl-Germain. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Football 

7 . 30 unless stated 

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONS' LEAGUE 
GROUP A 

Amerre v Rsngora , 


Grvstanppar Zurich v Ajax 

GROUP B 

AUstico Madrid * WMzew trodz . 
B Dorbnuad v St Bucharest — 
GROUP C 

Juvantus v Fonnrb rih cc 


Btyrid Vfenna » Ma n c h e s ter Utri . 
GROUP D 

MBan v RO BCnb u tg Trondhetai _ 

IFK Gotheafamg » Porto 

FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 

v Southampton (7-46) 


West Hare v Aston VIBa (7.45) _ 
NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
RRST DIVISION 

Stoke v Charlton (7-45) 


BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
SECOND DfVfStON 

HamMon v Brechin. 


3-30: 1. MR LURPAK (P Mver) 62 fav. 
2. Cherry Daa 10- v a, n« Bodcddn 16 
L 24 ru. 8, t. Mrs MReveiey. Sattbum). 
Tote; EA3Q-, £3.00. £3.00, £3.60. DF: 
£26-40. CSF: £34.48. Tna £269 30. 
Jackpot: £24090^0 (pan won. pool of 
£13572^8 to Camera* today). 

PfacapoC £104.90. Qtadpot £27.00. 
Raeo Bt £9ft7L Pfeee r £ 45^8. 

NEWTON ABBOT 
U30: L SHIFT AGAIN (Soptrie Wrchafl 
2-1: 2. Top Stews 62; 3. Royal stantanl 
65 tar. G ran. iy,. la (0 Snerwood, Up- 
per Lamboum). Tots: £2.70; £2.50, £4 Jfi. 
DP £8.70. CSF: flOTO 
1-20:1. POUCH ER SWymeJ 7-2ZWM 
nmeri 62; X Octette's Choico 25- L 7 raft. 
11-8 fav Amber Spark (fel). 13. 14 (CapiT 


Forster. Downton). Tote: £4.40: £2JL0„ 
£2.70. DF: £7.20. CSP £18,80. 

9L50: 1. STORMY PASSAGE (A Ms0ati 
11 10 fav: 2. Hallo Me Man 4-1: 3. Oo- 
tenMMrctom 33-L 9 ran. 17. 5. (P Hotto, 
Mlnehead). Tote: £1.70; £1.10, £L90, 
£7.70. Dual Forecast: £3.70. CSF: £632. 
Wo: £23-80. 

ZMt L THE LANCER ID ftrtO 5-1: 2. 
HawaRan Youth 62 few: 3. Perak* 14-1. 
B ran. 19. 3%. ID Gandofto. WancaBB).T<fta: 
£500; £190 £120 £2.00. Oud forecast 
£12.20. CSF: £1606. Ttlcase £126.12. 

iStt 1. BRUOBIU BUCK (A P Me- 
Coyi 3-1: 2. Ttara Sainte 4-1; 3. A N C &e- 
praca 62 fav. 9 ran. 16, B. (P Mehofls, 
. Shepton Motel) . ItatK £3.60; £L50, £1-60. 
£120. DF: £740. CSft £15Jft TrtCflSt 
£3127. Tflft £8.60. 


& 20 : ISAftBY THE SOWS (DGolatwl 
4-5 taw; 2. Runway Pate 8*1: 3. Anririe- 
9 U e 62. 5 ran. dtat, 2a (T Fareier, Drnrn- 
hsoj. Tate: £170; £130. £4 -10. DF: £300. 
CSF: £606. 

Ptaoepot £25.40. Quadpub £4^0. 

Ptecrrff: £2803. Kaea Bs E8M. 

SOUTHWELL 

U.40 : 1 MR FROSTY (S Sand®S) Ld-l; 
2 . Bold Aristocrat 4-1: 3. Plum Ifeat 61 

13 ran. 11-8 IW te# Crofter (4ffi). 1Y». ^ 
(W JanM)- Tote: £1160: £300. £100, 
£3Lia Dual Forecast: £3930. CSR £72J9. 
Tttasc £476.62. Trio: £B90O. Non Runner 
Sue Me. 

12J0: 1 THREE WEEKS (Dan&CTNen 
61 2. Angel Face 4-1 3. Domino Ryor 
61 tw. 4. Scanterta611ffran.nl>, 4. (W 
Mui). Tates £1120; £220, £120, £130, 


£180. DF: £42.00. CSF: £4308. Trtcasc 
£12100. Trio: £7650. 

Ii40; 1 DOMINANT AIR (G DufTWtf) 7- 

1 Z nmapisv 12-1 3. Iba Htymtatta bn 

61 Jt law. 18 ran. 5-1 Jrtw EncharflngDto 
(4th). 2. hd. (Sk Mtok Prescott). Tote: 
£9.90: £200. £300, £110. OF: £240.40. 
CSP. £86-38-Trtcast £43136 Trax £139.60. 

HO: 1, PfURLY DANCER (Mftp Pans 

Jaws) 2-1 fav; 2 . B MMo 61; 8 . Codo RM 
162. IB ran. M. W ttegh). Ttatec 
£3.30: £170, £200. £300. Dual ForacasC 
£12.90. CSF: £2^4a.Trto: £29.70. 

140: 1 JBBtBEN p Hctend) 12-1 2. 
Pibnria Stem 162:8. Monte 161 13 ran. 

62 tsvOtsoo Boy. nk, 4. (P Howling). Tote: 
022 TO £4^. £200, £4^0. Dual Foracst: 
£2630. CSF: £B&38- Tncssc £121006 
Trio: £182.70. 


2J0 : 1 RUNNING GHEB4 (Darren Mof 
fab) 12-1; 2 . Ya Ma rhaha 61; a. Desert 
Zona 2-1 fev, 4. Ebony Boy 261 Iff ran. 
% 3 % (D Molted. Tote: £14.50; £2.10, 
£180. £190. £2.80. DF: £6700. CSF: 
£11206 Tricast £271.97. Tn« £ 88.10 
3^0:1 HEAD GRL (Doan MctteQwn) 16 
Z 2. Royal Roulette 10-1) 3. HepparaU a 
61 ll ran. 64 tw Star Entry. IV-., Iff. (C 
Ttumon). Tote: £0.10; £ 200 . £306 £206 
DF: £8146 CSF: £7187. Tn« £13200. 

3J0: 1 MANFUL (0 DuffiW) 7-l! 2 . 
Adaantoo 10630 tw 3. ItateMwa 111 4. 
(teaaye! .7-1 Iff ran. l'A. 17*. IW Etaey). 
Tote: £7.16 £190. £300. £110. £100. 
Df: £26.60. CSFl£ 32.72. Tncasc £13801 
Tria £14.96 

Ptacapot £28640. Quadpat £4500. 
Placa & £29420. Ptooa 6 £7176 


FA IMBROmOPHTItMauaHytag round: 
Daitfoid v DutaKh Harrtet (7451. Thlnl rp»l- 
tytag rawri rafriqrK Nawpart AFC v Canrixvtya 
CSty ( 7 451; Satenwy v Hanw Gcrauffi ( 7 .451. 
IffWMD LEAGUE first DMston: F**y CWDc 
v Eastooort Tom. CfaaBanga Cup thW round: 
Acctm 0 on Stanley v FMxun. 
SCREWnXDfflECr LEAGUE Premier DMsfon: 
BackaeA UnBed vWesdiuiy Urwed; Bnskngion 
v Bristol Mvor Farm. 

WMSTOHLEAD KENT LEAGUE First DMsiOK 
Sheppey Urttad v Favoreham Town. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE FSnrt Dw 
vision: HawKks v SaiWnan UnrtwJ. 
NORTHERN COtMITES EAST league Premier 
DhrtsteK Sheffiefo v AshfieM Unitad. Rnr DF 
vision Cup Second round: Eccfcsfdl Uid v Bor- 
lOMShVIC. 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE First Dt- 
vodon: Qlttiam v Satfort Oty. SB Helans T.»n 
v aacKpoc* ftrvers. 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE CUP Second 
round: iMsberfi Torn v Dtas Town. 

PONTTNS LEAGUE Prenrier Division: Bnrv 
rngfram v Man (AT (7.151 Lrverpoaf v Derby ( 701 
Shelf Wfod vTrannera 1701. Fust DMsiecE Sheff 
Uid v HuddersfeM (7.0). Second DMfrfoo: 
Catade v Sraevatxiy (7 0 ) Sudtoort v Men City 
(6.45) Baneiey v Bradfonl (70 l Third Mvfe hu r 
Wigan v Dafingon i70). Ponikis league Cup 
Group few ScartMRU^i v York (7.0). 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Cup: Bournemouth v Southamoton : Watford 
v DPR . Postponed: towndi v Luton. 

FA YOUTH CUP Secotad rouert: Coventry v As- 
ton vaia (7.0): Leeds v Crewe (7.oi: Torque, v 
Saondon. 

Rugby Uition 

(7.30 unless stated; 

HWB MATOC& Combned Senwesv Ansanona 
tit Rectory. PMnouBi, 60): laosiaTNortramp- 
KnvWesrem Samoa tat Leicester); Pomypriftl 
v Queensland (7.0). 

REPRESENTATIVE MATCH Ebbw Vale v Wefcn 
Inv XV (701. 

cure MATCHES: Bedford u RAF Plymouth v 
Bntytaratan Sate v Lix^hborcurgh Students 
(7-L5>; London Insh v Brunei Un wsty; 
Nuneaton v Rtyjjy. 

HART GILMORE POUR COUNTIES CHAMPI. 
ONSHR Qr BTrirtyam v DeifoSMS (Mosetevi. 
ANGUMVELSH CUP Pool ZEkSsracsnsv Tra- 
oreby. 

Basketball 

EUROPEAN CUP: Union Tram v Podgonca 
(Yug) (801. 



RACING SERVICES 

0891 26 1 + 
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Pullovers? 

Ballooning? 

Beard 
Grooming? 
Whatever 
you’re 
interested in 
we’ll help 
you find it 



From hobbies and queries to hard 
facts and current affairs. From 
mainstream subjects, to things 
for the, dare we say, slightly J 
eccentric. We’ll help you find 
whatever you’re into, all for the 
price of a local call. 

Ifs just one of the great range of 
benefits you can enjoy with Virgin 
Net, the service that makes the 
Internet easy for everyone. At 
Virgin, we believe the Internet has 
something to offer each of us. You 
don’t need to know anything about 
computers. Virgin Net makes it 
easy to find whatever you want as 
soon as you want it. There’s no 
jargon and ifs a lot of fun. 

Just ring us now, we’ll send you 
everythingyou need to get started. 
Ifs about as hard to get into as 
your favourite pullover. 



For your free 
three month 
Internet trial, 
call free on 
0500558800 . 

IN0412 
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sport 


Pienaar signed up by ambitious Saracens 


Rugby Union 


CHRIS HEWETT 


world rugby's legends on their 
books. Pienaar, who led South 
Africa to the 1995 World Cup, 


Nelson Mandela has given his 
blessing and all is right with the 
world in north London. 
Francois Pienaar, the former 
Springbok captain and one of 
the few men on earth who can 
genuinely cl aim to have united 
South Africa behind a common 
cause, has swapped. Johannes- 
burg for Enfield and signed a 
two-year contract with Saracens. 

As recently as sk months ago, 
the entire Sanies squad could 
have picked a route through a 
crowded shopping centre with- 
out being accosted by a single au- 
tograph hunter. Now, thanks to 
the millions of their proprietor, 
Nigel Wray, they have three of 


• in me game, and 
Sella, its most-capped 
player, in a side as long on 
know-how as it is in the tooth. 

The new signing, a massive 
coup for the ambitious Lon- 
doners, was unveiled yesterday 
at a virtual reality computerdome 
in Leicester Square - no one 
could describe Wray, who owns 
the venue, as one of life’s Lud- 
dites, either in business or in 
rugby. The reality for Saracens’ 
Fast Division opponents is that 
one of the most committed and 
resourceful forwards of them all 
is now on their case. 

"I phoned President Man- 
dela, because I wanted him to 


know the situation," said Pien- 
aar, who lost his place in the 
Springboks side through injury 
during last summer’s titanic 
series with New Zealand and 
then found himself out in the 
cold when the national coach, 
Andre Markgraat invested in a 
more youthful squad for the cur- 
rent tour of Argentina. Ranee 
and Wiles. “He said he was sor- 
ry to bear that I was going, but 
gave me his support. 1 was 
grateful for that.* 

Pienaar, now 29, also con- 
tacted Louis Luyt, the auto- 
cratic president of the South 
African Rugby Football Union, 
to inform him of his decision. 
Given that Pienaar's rdat 
with the big cheese of Ellis 3 
has been strained to breaking 
point over the past year or so, it 


is safe to assume that one pres- 
idential conversation was con- 
siderably warmer than .the other. 

His first game for Saracens 
will be against Orrell on 28 De- 
cember. You can only pity the 
Lancashire side, who have 
enough problems to confront 
without locking horns with 
Pienaar. “It wasn’t ah easy de- 
cision, but the challenge is new 
and very exciting,” he said. “I 
hope this won't be seen as high 
treason back in Sooth Africa; I 
feel I will be representing my 


country during my stay here 
' i love to 


and, anyway, I would 
play for the Springboks again." 

That appears unlikely at this 
stage. The IS months teft on 
Pienaar's Sarfu contract' are 
now- void; the current Boks arc 
beginning to find their feet 


again after the trauma of their 
defeat by the All Blacks and 
even though Wray said he would 
consider releasing his latest 
capture should the South 
Africans require him at some 
point during the English season, 
he did not exactly look overjoyed 
at the prospect want every 
Saracen to play international 
rugby but if tne situation arises 
for Francois next autumn, we 
will have to see," he said. 

Certainly, Pienaar has no 
immediate intention of renew- 
ing links with the Transvaal, 
provincial side be has led with 
such distinction in recent sea- 
sons - “Saracens arc my dub 
now", he insisted - and with his 
new package worth at least 
£200,000, he has no need to 

chase the big bucks south of the 



Pienaar. Two-year deal 


Equator. "I'm over the hurt of 
losing my Tbst place and while 
I've given my life to South 
African rugby and would do so 
again if asked. No player is trig- 
gerthan the game," he said "f 
need rugby and my rugby now 
is here in London." 



Aiming for the future: Reminders of a noble past flank Robert "feylor as he goes about his work in Fulton’s gun shop, Bistay 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


Shooting pains of change 


T he site is a properly de- 
veloper’s dream. Imagine 
2,000 acres of undevel- 
oped land - no hidden nuclear 
waste nor lurking radon - in a 
prime part of oonmmter-bell 
Surrey. Access is superb, with 
the M3 five minutes away, and 
towns like Guildford, Bracknell 
and Windsor are nearby. Yet it 
is rural enough, at least before 
those 10,000-plus homes go up, 
to be sold as "countryside" 
without fear of offending those 
schoolmarms at the Advertising 
Standards Authority. . 

I suspect the National Rifie 
Association, in its battle to op- 
pose tighter gun controls, has 
found scam support arriving for 
those who make their living 
from turning fields into free- 
holds. You can imagine their 
lecherous eyes gazing at Bisley 
like stag partygoers watching a 
table dancer; 

The logic is obvious. It is but 
a hop, skip and jump from 
pping pistol-shooting to ban- 
ning rifles and finally shotguns. 
With no shooting, what would 
be the use of preserving rifle 
ranges, however historic? 
Rather than leave that won- 
derful land fallow, why not do 
something useful with it like, er, 
build houses? 

Loyalists say such a scenario 
is inconceivable, but an icy 
wind is already whistling 
through this strange outpost of 


Victorian England, where peo- 


ple still stop what they are do- 


ing when the national anthem 
plays. The demise of pistol- 
shooting will not, on its own, 
bring the gloriously faded dub- 
houses, so reminiscent of days 
of the Raj, tumbling down. But 
the NRA's income will slump, 
the place wfll look even more 
desolate in winter, and the 
quaint old gunsmiths at the 
heart of Bisley will suffer seri- 
ous injury. 

For many, Bisley without G 
E Fulton and Son would be like 
Christmas without Santa, Lon- 
don without Nelson's Column, 
England without the Queen. Its 
single-storey, timber-framed 
building was once the NRA of- 
fices. When the business moved 
from Wimbledon Common to 
Bisley in 1890, it took its ve- 
randah ed colonial bungalow 
too. Soon afterwards, a young 
armoury sergeant called 
George Fulton took aver the 
portion used as a workshop for 
£15 a year in rent: 

George was alm ost a rich 
man thanks to his shooting 
skills. In 1888 he had won the 
Queen’s Prize, the highest ho- 
nour in target shooting. It 
brought him- not just glory but 
a £250 prize, quite a sum in 
those days, which be used to 
start the shop. His son. Arthur 
won the same trophy in 1914, 
1926 and 1931, while Arthur’s 



KEITH ELLIOTT 


at large 


son, Robin, made it three gen- 
erations by winning the Queen’s 
Prize in 1958. 

The shop has changed little, 
and it probably had the same 
smell of warm ofi with a hint of 
gunpowder 100 years ago. The 


r- — - — tr — — — 

and Robert Thylor, have made 
a few gestures to the 20th cen- 
tury, such as selling night vision 
monoculars, but the old photo- 
graphs, Arthur Fulton’s medal 
case, a stuffed golden eagle, an 
antique safe and a pike's head 
remain. 

Millard recalls: "We pnt in 
new lino about eight years a«o 
and someone came in and said: 
‘I hope you're not changing the 
shop.' When we took up that old 
lino, there was a copy of The 
Tones from 1883 underneath, 
with a headline about the ‘Irish 
problem’.” 

In the surprisingly spacious 


area unseen by the public, there 
are ancient tools but little ma- 
chinery. Most work is still done 
by hand. Hidden away, casual- 
ly stacked, is a collection of an- 
tique anns, including a 
blunderbuss, a flintlock and an 
Arab matchlock with a crescent-' 
shaped stock. It is like wander- 
ing around an Edwardian 
antique shop. 

Millard joined Fulton's 
straight from the Army in 1969. 
Though he's now 65, he sees, 
nothing odd about seven days a 
week opening or working 12 to 
16 hours a day during the sum- 
mer. “I can’t retire. I still love 
driving through thegates here, 
into perfect peace. This is much 
more than a job, it is a service." 

When Fulton-regulated rifles 
come up at auction, they always 
command a premium price. 
But Millard is not a rich man.. 
“People come in, see the shop 
packed and think we must be 
making loads of money, but I aF 
ways say: listen to the till’ This 
is a meeting place, and you can’t 
really charge for a job if you do 
it while a person waits." 

It may seem Fulton's is stuck 
in a time warp, but Millard says 
have changed. “It was 
more relaxed in (he ear- . 


: struggle to keep up with the 
demands of shooters now. 
Though the bull’s-eye is small- 
er, they expect to nit it 


every 


time, and of course it is never 
the shooter who is at fault." 

Though Millard knows as 
much about target rifles as any- 
one in the world, he has never 
held a firearms certificate and 
never shot on the ranges. "I 
don’t have the time and it 
wouldn’t be a good advert if I 
didn’t shoot well." Most of the 
firm’s work is overhauling tar- 
get rifles. though they build 
-about 50 a year. 

A pistol ban will hit them very 
hard. "Our trade has become 
about 50 per cent pistols, with 
pistol ammunition about 90 
per cent 1 don’t think a ban will 
affect us fatally but we shall have 
to Lighten our belts more than 
one notch, I fear." Uncon- 
sciously, Millard glances to- 
wards the bade of the shop, 
where two staff are working on 
guns- . .. 

Dunblane inevitably enters 
our conversation. **I dosed the 
shop immediately on 13' March 
when I heard,” be says. “I 
would not presume to .argue 
with the parents or families of 
Dunblane, but it has become a 
political issue and we are ca ught 
m the middle. 

“Tm determined that Fallon's 
w£D survive burl have to admit 
I am womed about the future. 
The end of-shqotiog? It seems 
unthinka ble, bid it could hap- 
pen.” No wonder the property 
vultures axe hovering. 



Win Seven Seas GLA Supplements 


Seven Seas Evening Primrose 
Oil plus Starflower oit or 
Seven Seas Pure Starflower Ofl 
are ideal to help counteract the 
symptoms of PMS, menopause, 
and skin problems, as well as 
for general good health and 
wellbeing. Ifs the Gamma 
Imotenic add ( GLA ) m these 

oils that gives such positive 
health benefits. Every woman 
needs to find the level of GLA 
that best suits her individual 
needs and this is why Seven 
Seas, experts In ’’vitamin 



Seven 

Seas* 


supplementation, produce .a £40 per pack, to give away. To 
comprehensive range of GLA enter, simply dial the number 
supplements. We've got 25 below, answer the two 
b eautifu lly crafted compacts questions on line and leave 
plus two packs of Seven Seas your details. So call: 

Onc^a-day 500 mg Pure ■8TSBni4AMI.gS— 
Starflower Oil capsules, worth 

ana JStoalirMtBdhBtfrte^^ftwpBadai randan few Bn« 
Ow«1Pft&xerti8r.96.Uaul H »»qw piif PBai**^»teMa«W.E(Borade^^ 


■ TODAY'S 
NUMBER 


The votes by which Laura 
Davies beat Australia's Kar- 
rie Webb to win the Golf Writ- J 
ere' Association of America's j 
female Mayer of the . Year 
award. 


Memory 
of Tucker 


inspires < 
Oxford 


It will be a very different 
Varsity Match next week, for the 
simple- reason that tragedy 
changes everything, writes Chris 
Hewrtt The annual Twickenham 
showpiece between Oxford and 
Cambridge wiD, as usual, feature 
30 privileged high-achievers with 
their lives ahead of them, but 
their presence will be over- 
shadowed by the memory of a 
colleague whose life was cut 
short playing the game he loved. 

When Quentia .de Bruyn, 
life Oxford captain, announced 
his side in the usual formal fash- 
ion yesterday, he made it abun- 
dantly dear that lan Tucker's 
death from head injuries in a 
wann-up game against Saracens 
at the end of October would 
weigh cm the thoughts of the 
Dark Blues far beyond tip 
events of next Tuesday. ' 

'■ “We are always thinking 
about Ian, but we ovre it to our- 
selves as, rugby players to con- 
centrate on every rack and every 
tackle during the 80 minutes at 
Twickenham," said the Btoem- 
fantem-born centre, who wiD win 
his second Blue next week. "In 
personal tenns, we have used 
Ian’s tragedy to forge our own 
links, although we hope we are 
good enough players not to 
have to depend wholly on emo- 
tion when we face Cambridge. 

“The positive attitude shown 
by bis family has inspired os to 
take ourselves back on to. the 
pitch again. Some players fait 
that they could not face anoth- 
er rugby match, that they were 
not emotionally up to iL But I 
have spoken to Ian’s family 
and friends and they have as- 
sured me that they are treating 
his death as a genuine accident 
that just happened to occur 


while he was playing his sport .’V 
sard that QxforiP 


De Bruyn 
would not wear a No 12 shirt in 
memory of Tbckert death, not 
only next Tuesday but in all 
probability in future Varsity 
games as well. There will be a 
minute’s silence at Twicken- 
ham, which is a 75,000 sell -out. 

Oxford sprang one surprise 
in their team selection, prefer- 
ring Nick Hockley to the Ca- 
nadian Internationa] Karl 
Svoboda at hooker. Hockley, a 
member of Moseley, is now in 
his fourth year at the universi- 
ty. and was last year’s Grey- 
hounds captain. 

Cambridge, captained by 
Richard Bramley, also named 
their side yesterday. They in- 
clude Matthew Singer, the for- 
mer Neath and Saracens player, 
at centre followinghis appear- 
ance at full-back last year. 

Oxford {v Cambridge, ' Vtantty M atch . 
Twickenham, 10 Doomatt*): H Maher C 
Smart Qde Bruyn (eapO.TWaWt R Browne 
i Awns. N Hogan; J BcBiwa*. N HocMey. D 
Permay. T Bteanhayer. K St*er . M Outer. i 
Wndoit C McCarthy. 

Cambridge: p Standee N W*». M Knar. 
NH*.RPh*reRASitorm,Hfi>«n.GRnTObs. 

T Muphy, N HOgae. R BrirtW leapt). A Cn*e._ 
MHjrta, R Eamdar. J GnSto* % 

Australia have made two 
changes for 'their final tour match 
against the Barbariansrat Twick- 
enham on Saturday. Sam Payne 
:s George Gregan at 
scrum-half and tne booker Mar- 
co Caputo relegates. Michael 
Finley to replacement duty. 

AUSTRALIA <v Bmfa art — , T«dC fc Bn hai n. 
Saturday): M Burt* (Ne w Sotitt WateSKJ 
Roff [Australian Capital Tamy rtta . .1 UtQa 
1 Queensland), T Noam WueBjgndjMpn. 

~ ~ vase (NSW): r Howard (ACT), s 
(NSW: D Qxwwjr 

Caputo (ACT). A Blades ffNLD i SMIi 
(ACT. T Sarin (NSW); D M«po [Ig WUr O 
Hnagaa 4ACT>. M Bilal WSWJJ.JMMon 
(OueensSmd) 


O H erbert 


(Queensland). RTOmba B4SW1. BLartctain 

(ACT, B RobtaKH wen. A Healh (NSW). 


M Foley {Queensland). 


The 1997 Guide to 
Quality Watches 


140 colour pages packed with 
advice & essential info. 

A must for anyone investing 
over £100 maWdtch. 

For just £4.95 plus 95p P+P 
Credit Cards-01733 890155 
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Keegan’s 
Trent trip 
is stark 
lesson 

Football 

SIMON TURNBULL 


Smith may lead British Whitbread challenge 


Sailing 

STUART ALEXANDER 


A mull i -million pound British- 
based challenge for next 
September’s Whitbread round- 
the-world race is expected to be 
announced within the next few 


Perhaps it is just as well that the ] 
most immediate challenge fac- \ 
ing Kevin Keegan and his out- i 
of-soits Newcastle United team < 
happens to be a fixture against 
Nottingham Forest at the City 
Ground on Monday night. 

It is not merely that the 
Magpies have stooped so low, 
in terms of their recent form, 
that a trip to the Premiership's 
basement club promises to pro- 
vide a much-needed pick-me- 
up. The visit will offer a 
reminder of the harsh realities 
of life in the latter stages of 
European competition. 

Forest, it seems strange to re- 
call, were Uefa Cup quarter- 
finalists last season. They over- 
came French opponents to 
f; reach the last eight, but after 
beating Lyon and then escaping 
from the lion’s den of the 
Olympic Stadium with only a 2-1 
defeat, Frank Clark’s men were 
mauled 5-1 by Bayern Munich 
on the banks of the Trent. 

Having been outclassed for 
80 minutes on Tuesday night by 
a Metz team that rates as not 
even second division in the 
grand European scheme of 
things, a sobering measure of 
trepidation has entered New- 
castle’s thinking towards their 
Continental adventure. As Kee- 
gan put it: “You look at the 
teams left and you know if we 
play that badly again well go out 
For long periods against Melz we 
were about as bad as we can be." 

Keegan at least has three 
months in which to revitalise his 
uncharacteristically languid side 
before the first leg of the quar- 
ter-finals. In midfield in partic- 
ular, the creative spark has gone 
missing since the scorching vic- 
tones against Manchester Unit- 
red and Ferencvaros in October. 

The draw in Geneva next 
Wednesday wOL alonj^ide New- 
castle’s, feature the names of 
Internationale, Monaco, Brond- 
by, Schalke 04, Valencia, Tener- 
ife and Anderlecht. 

Tenerife might suit Keegan. 
The Spaniards are coached by 
Jupp Heynckes. who could be ex- 
cused for conceding defeat at the 
very sight of Newcastle’s man- 
ager. He was in the Bomssia 
Mdnchengjadbach teams beaten 
by Liverpool, and the inspira- 
tional Keegan, in the Uefa Cup 
final of 1973 and in the Cham- 
pions’ Cup final four years later. 

Anderlecht, though, would 
hold the least fears for New- 
castle. They beat the Belgians 
2-1 in Brussels in August 

Whoever they face, Newcas- 
tle will have to play the first leg 
without the man who scored the 
goals against Metz, Faustina As- 
prilla having been yellow-card- 
/ ■ ed after removing his shirt and 
hoisting it on a comer fag in cel- 
ebration. The Colombian also 
pulled out of his country’s World 
Cup qualifier in Venezuela next 
week after suffering a hamstring 
injury in Tuesday’s match. 

“Maybe sometimes we should 
give a yellow card to the ref.” 
David Ginola said. ^We have to 
live with celebration. That is life. 
Life is too miserable some- 
times." It certainly has been on 
Tyneside of late. 


days. 

Hie tobacco company. Gal- 
laber, is thought to be planning 


a project, costing at least £5ra, 
which could include the re- 
cruitmeniof the leading British 
skipper, Lawrie Smith. The 
boat would be called Silk Cut, 
which is one of the leading 


brands produced by Gallaher ni 
the Umtcd Kingdom. 

The deal would be an im- 
portant boost to British sailing, 
which in recent yuais has strag- 
gled to find adequate financial 
support to fnnd entries in 
major international events such 
as the Whitbread and the 
America’s Cup. 

A major complication in the 
plan, however, is that Smith is 
already the skipper of an entry 
for next year’s Whitbread. In 
June this year he signed a con- 
tract with EF t a Swedish com- 
pany selling language and 
educational products around 


the world and which is invest- 
ing£i0mm a two-boat entry for 
the 1997-98 race. 

Gallaher wants to recruit 
Sctith because it sees him as the 
best skipper in Britain. Smith is 
highly resp ected fay his com- 
petitors and turned around the 
Intrum Justitia challenge in the 
last Whitbread. The negotiations 
with EF are understood to have 
centred on Gallaher buying into 
the Swedes’ design and tech- 
ixdos' programme. EFhas been 
using two 1993 boats, Intrum 
Justitia and Galicia, to choose 
crew and test sails. Masts and 
keels arc a separate programme. 


EF is also building two new, 
Bruce Fair-designed boats in 
Sweden, one for as all-male 
crow at present skippered by 
Smith, the other for as afl- 
woman crew. It is understood 
that the Silk Cut yacht, also de- 
signed by Bruce Raxr, is being 
built in Australia. 

While EF does not want to 
lose Smith, who skippered 
Rothmans in 1989-90 and an- 
other tobacco-sponsored yacht, 
Fortuna, in 1993-94 until it re- 
tired, the Swedes are likely to 
receive substantial compensa- 
tion in return for releasing him 
from his comracL 


If the deal goes ahead. Smith 
may bring some of EFs British 
crew with him. Only four weeks 
ago EF announced that four 
Britons, Gordon Maguire, Neal 
McDonald, Adrian Stead and 
Steve Hayles, had joined their 
team. Despite earlier dasns 
that they had signed mitten 
contracts, it is now understood 
that they have only verbal 
agreements. Smith would al- 
most certainly want to retain 
some of his core crew in the 
event of any move. 

Signs that the nitii is on to an- 
nounce the SQk Cut entry in the 
race have been seen lbs week 


mHambJe.Thc 1993 Whitbread 
boat. Dolphin & Youth, winch 
until recently had been the en- 
try of theSusscx Challenge, is 
bring painted there in Silk Cut 
colours. It is thought ihe yachi 
will be the c e ntrepie ce on the 
forecourt at Earto Court for the 
London Boat Show, which 
opens in four weeks’ time. 

Gallaher may even he 

preparing to announce plans to 
sponsor entries in the next two 
Wbitbreads. As an existing 
sponsorships this could cir- 
cumvent any possible future 
legislation banning cigarette 
promotion. 


EF, meanwhile, would l«»ve 
to move snartiy to find a re- 
placement for Smith. The 
Swedes spoke earlier this year 
tt» tfic 1993-94 saw winner, the 
New Zealander Rre»s Field, 
about the possibility of bis be- 
ing skipper, but instead de- 
rided on the man who had 
been xheir No 1 choice 
throughout 

If Smith dues lease, the 
favourit e to replace him is the 
San Franrisoj- based .America’s 
Cup stepper. Paul tavard. 
However, the Frenchman. Mare 
Pa jot, could also figure, afone 
with two or three others. 


Rowell returns 
to Underwood 


Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 

Tony Underwood had double 
cause for celebration yesterday. 
Not only did Jack Rowell, the 
England coach, recall the New- 
castle wing to a 23-man squad for 
the international with Argenti- 
na on Saturday week, but he also 
waited until Jonah Lomu was 
well out of the way before do- 
ing so. Sighs of relief all round. 

Underwood has not played 
Test rugby since conceding four 
tries to his New Zealand neme- 
sis in Cape Town 18 months ago. 
It remains to be seen whether 
Rowell completes his rehabili- 
tation by giving him a starting 
place - he will name his line-up 
on Monday - but the 27-year- 
old's pace would be of undeni- 
able value to an England bade 
division worrying^ short of that 
all-important commodity. 

If Rowell feels inclined to tin- 
ker with the side after last 


weekend’s defeat at the hands 
of the New Zealand Barbarians 
- and he should more than tin- 
ker with the midfield - Jeremy 
Guscott remains the most like- 
ly addition, possibly at the ex- 
pense of Will Carling. But 
Underwood is now in a prime 
position to challenge Adedayo 
Adebayo for the left-wing berth 
and it will be no surprise to see 
him back in the limelight in time 
for the start of the Five Nations. 

Although Underwood has 
played most of his internation- 
al rugby on the right wing, it 
would be savagely bard of Row- 
ell to turn his back on Jon 
Sleightholme, who produced a 
class finish to score one of Eng- 
land's two tries against the New 
Zealanders. Besides. Sleight- 
holme needs his Test place 
more than most because it is the 
only way he can get a game; his 
dub selectors at Bath have 
again preferred Jason Robinson 
for this weekend’s league match 
with Harlequins. 


French hopes lifted 
by return of Merle 


France hope their powerful 
lock Olivier Merie. back in a re- 
vamped team for the second 
Test against the world champi- 
ons. South Africa, in Paris on 
Saturday, will help them restore 
some pride. 

“Olivier has always been a 
first-choice player this season 
and we missed him a lot last Sat- 
urday," said the French coach, 
Jean-Qaude Skrela, referring to 
the first Test won 22-12 by the 
Springboks in Bordeaux. 

Merle, fit again after a rib in- 
jury, is a tough customer in line- 
outs, scrums and mauls and is 
the sort of player France need 
to challenge the strong Spring- 
bok forwards. 

Skrela, who has bad to cope 
with a string of injuries, on 
Wednesday unveiled a team 
with six new names including the 
Bourgoin winger Laurent Lefla- 
mand, who will earn his first cap. 
and two changes of position. 

The other players to come in 
are the winger David Vendltti. 
outside-half Cbristophe Lamai- 
son, the scrum-half Guy Acco- 


cebeny and the hooker Marc Dal 
Maso. Richard Dourthe switch- 
es from wing to centre while the 
captain Abdelatif Benazzi moves 
from flanker to No 8. 

“The players must under- 
stand that if you want to run the 
ball, you have to fight to win it 
first." Skrela said “We thought 
that was obvious at international 
level but it didn’t look that way 
in the first Test" 

For the fust time in their his- 
tory, the Springboks will play 
four successive Tfests with the 
same team as their squad for 
Saturday's match is unchanged 
from the first Test and two pre- 
vious Tbsts in Argentina. 

The hooker James Dalton, 
who left the pitch in Bordeaux 
with a bruised shoulder, should 
be fit and so should Joubert de- 
spite a minor thigh injury. 

FRANCE (V South Africa, Paris, Satwday): 
M-Sadovny: l leBamend. R DourtM, S Gas. 
D Vaxflat C Lamasoo, G Aecocebeny; C Cai- 
Ifano, M Dai Maso. F Tgunuure, O Merte. F 
Patous, p Benetton. R Case). A Berea tcaot). 
SOUTH AFRICA: A Jwtoern J Smal. J Mid- 
dec. H Le Roux, j OMer H Konibel , ) van 
dar Wesffluzen; D Theron. 1 Dafton, A Gar- 
«y. K Wiese, M Andrews. R Kn&r, A Ven- 
ter. G TetcMnam (capo. 


England also named three 
contrasting A teams for next 
week’s hectic second-string 
schedule. Three games in four 
days against Argentina, the Ju- 
nior Springboks and Queensland 
give the selectors ample oppor- 
tunity to weigh up the available 
talent and the programme offers 
important opportunities to a 
handful of outstanding prospects. 

Richard Hill, the Saracens' 
open-ride flanker, faces both the 
Pumas and the Australians and 
two strong performances could 
persuade Rowell to juggle his 
senior back row, which lacks a 
natural breakaway element. 
The same is true at outside-half. 
Paul Grayson, last year’s Test 
stand-off, gets a chance to im- 
press along with Rob Uley of 
Leicester and, intriguingly, 
Mark Mapletoft of Gloucester. 

Organisers of the Heineken 
European Cup have confirmed 
that Leicester s semi -final with 
holders Toulouse will take place 
at Welford Road on 4 January 
while Brive entertain Cardiff 24 
hours later. If the final turns out 
to be an all-French affair, it will 
probably be held in Bordeaux on 
25 January. Any other pairing will 
mean a final at the National Sta- 
dium in Cardiff on the same date. 

BWLAND SQUAD Aiaaoltaa, Twickenham, 
14 Dac): Backs: T Stfenpaan (Newcastle), J 
Steig W Hi lu M (Bam), w Csrftog (Kartequns), 
P di GtemOe (Both capo. A Adateyo (Baft). 
M Call (Bam). A dawn an (Wasps), J Gut- 
ant (Bam). A Kta( (Wasps). K Bracken (Sare- 
cans). T U da wd ( N ew cirt e l . ForwanteG 
Ruwiitme (Ldcestari. M Ba|M (BnstnO. J 
Leonard (tferteomj. M Johann (Intoestorl. 

5 Shaw (BreaoO. T Rodbor (Northampwn). L 
DsaBdto(Wa^.CStamfcy<V£xp0.8CbdtB 
(Rchtmnm.a U o nW l r. i l (Ccxerby), P O w n - 
tag iQoucesm). V Ubo&i (Bath). 

ENGLAND A (v Argentina. Nort ha mpton. ID 
Dod= N Bod (Northampton); D I iifnr (Harte- 
autns). A Btjrtti (Newcastle). W Greenwood 
iiacestel. I ranter (rtorhanpan); P tayaon 
(Nofthamoton). M Dawson (Northampton!: M 
VoBsnd (Northampton), RCocfcwto CLncesWri, 
D OaMk Hecosw), G Archer (NewcasBe). 
DStas {Ooucasteri. (* Cony Ob*#, a Uprose 
(Saracens, capt). R MD (Saracens), ftopteoe- 
nanta: J Bww (Bah), M Moptatort (Gtouces- 
ler). N WaUha (Harlequinu. N Wether 
(Moaetoy). R Katas (London Irahj. W Derid- 
son (HartaqumaO- Tra rata j re s erve :M par- 
tjr (Beth). C Murphy IWest Hardepod). 
ENGLAND A (v South Africa A, Gtoocastar, 
11 Dec): C Catling [Gtoucastart; B John so n 
CArmy end Newtxay). J n wiw d il (Seta). N 
Qraanstoch (Waspa). S Brrxntay fttortatMnaG 
RUajr UKM4. A Healey (Laceaer): KMe 
(Bath). S MMchafl (Wasps), i Me** iBami. 
D Otewcodi (Gamy). R FWra (Gtoucesmo. 

6 Affiaon (HaneqwB), S Ojomh (Bath, opt). 
R Jed Jns (Hanequnsl. Rapiaoaatents: J 
Alexander (Esher). J Harris (Cwenby). S 
Benton ( G touctBMO. K Brookfo* (Easiar). W 
taen (faspal. P A njt a ree (OrreB). TTevetag 
reserve: P Vickery (Gloucester). 

BMUWP A (v Q u een sl and, tae shaad. 13 
BBC)! J M a Ptarle r (Sato): P luger (Hartoqqnsj. 
W Graenwood (Latcesssr). A Btyth {Newcastle). 
J Ftan (tWvnonra; M w M l ho l t tGtoueee- 
tor). M Daram (Northampton capi); M VeBaad 
(North a mpton), R Cocker* (Imwser). N 
Vtohhar (Moodtp). C taphy (West HaniepoaQ. 
D fifcne (Ooucensrj. ■ Cony (&tsn# , A Dtproea 
(Saracens!. R HU (Saracens). Rectocemerta: 
J Ewens (BaM. M Psny (Bath), NWdta (Har- 
tequtas). R Katan (London Mi), W taan 
(Wasps). W Davtdmn Hrteqund. 



Goran Ivanisevic on his way to victory over MBcael Tillstrom in Munich yesterday Photograph: Vincent Kessler/Re uter 

Jeers for Agassi’s parting shot 


Tennis 

ADRIAN WARNER 
reports from Munich 

Andre Agassi headed for a six- 
week break from the game 
here yesterday with the boos 
and whistles of angry, disap- 
pointed fans ringing in his eats. 

For the second time within a 
month, Agassi faced a cacoph- 
ony of jeers and whistles from 
German fans after a 76-minute, 
6-3, 6-4 defeat by the Aus- 
tralian doubles expert Mark 
Woodforde in the first round of 
the Compaq Grand Slam Cup. 

The chorus of disapproval was 
not as loud it was in Hanover last 
month when Agassi put up a 
spineless display against the 
world No L Pete Sampras, in the 
ATP World Championship and 
promptly pulled out of the 
event, citing Alness. 


But Agassi admitted he had 
been suffering with motivation 
problems in the last few months 
and needed a break from the 
game, and has derided to miss 
next month's Australian Open. 

“I certainly am taking the 
time off in the hope and desire 
and plan of getting strong, fit and 
getting my game back to where 
it can be," he said. “I seem to 
thrive in kind of digging myself 
in a bit of a bole and getting ex- 
cited to come out of it agam. 

“None of it’s worth it if you 
just keep running yourself mio 
the ground, if you keep having 
to play events and keep chasing 
your tafl.” 

The defending champion, 
Goran Ivanisevic, had no such 
problems. The Croat powered 
past Sweden’s Mikael TTUstrom. 
Ivanisevic put on a fine display 
of aggressive serving to clinoi a 
6-4» 6-2 victory in just 55 minutes. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Danilovic puts the Heat on NY Knicks 

Basketball bian in his second season with ed Jason Caffey inspired a rave 


Sasha Danilovic led the Miami 
Heat with seven out of seven 
from three-point range as Mi- 
ami won their eighth successive 
game, a team record, routing 
the stumbling New York Knicks 

99-75. 

Dan Majerie added 22 points 
to Danflovic’s 21 for the Heat, 
who increased therr lead to three 
games over the Knicks in the At- 
lantic Division of the National 
Basketball Association in winning 
their seventh straight away game. 

“We were humbled at 
home,” said the Knicks coach. 
Jeff Vfcn Gundy, whose team 
have won four and lost four at 
Madison Square Garden. 

Danilovic, a 26-year-old Ser- 


bian in his second season with 
Miami, said: “I was just open 
tonight, they gave me the ball 
at ttae right time and I just made 
the shots. I am just playing the 
same game I always play.” 

It was first win at Madison 
Square Garden for the Heat 
coach, Pat Riley, since resign- 
ing as the Knicks coach in 1995. 
He was roundly booed, as be 
was last season when Miami lost 
twice in New York. 

Allan Houston had 14 points 
and Lany Johnson and Patrick 
Ewing added 12 apiece for the 
Knicks. who never led. “Quite 
frankly, I just fell that tonight’s 
game, we just didn’t bring a 
competitive spirit,” the Knicks 
forward Buck W illiam s said. 

In Milwaukee, Michael Jordan 
scored 40 points and unherald- 


ed Jason Caffey inspired a pivotal 
fourth-quarter run with six points 
as the Chicago Bulls beat the 
Bucks 107-104. Jordan recorded 
his 148th career game of 40-plus 
points as the Bulls turned an 80- 
80 tie into a 14-point lead with 
four minutes to play. 

In Los Angeles, Shaquille 
O’Neal scored 32 points, in- 
cluding four in the final 63 sec- 
onds, and had 14 rebounds to 
lead the Lakers to a 110-106 win 
over the Seattle SuperSonics in 
a meeting of the Pacific Divi- 
sion’s top two teams- 

Nick Vim Exel scored 16 of his 
18 points in the second halt By- 
ron Scott added 16 and Eddie 
Jones bad 15 points, nine assists 
and seven rebounds for Los An- 
geles who moved within one 
game of Seattle at the top. 


Basketball 

NBA: Mara 105 Bonn S3; Otavd 93 Toma- 
to 74; MnwoD 89 SacramM o 9ft Nsw Tori, 
75 Mam! 99: POwaiAm 104 Oxca« 107; Pon- 
toM 93 Mtora 98(00; Gotten Stan 114 Dan- 
v«r 99; La Ctppers 9ft OaftoOS 89: 1A lafeara 
110 SwtOe 106 . 
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Rugby League 

British clubs will be allowed six 
overseas players next season in 
order to mop up a surplus of 
Super League players m Aus- 
tralasia, writes Dave Hadfield. 

The Rugby League Council 
voted yesteraay to increase the 
quota from five, although the 
gam e’s chief executive. Maurice 
Lindsay, is warning the dubs not 
to import players for the sake 
of it- “But there is a surplus of 
players in Australia at the 
moment,” he admitted. 

“The other factor is that we 
want to be as competitive as 
possible in the World Club 
Challenge. We don't want to 


deny our dubs the opportuni- 
ty of signing a quality player if 
there is one available. 

London Broncos, who ate not 
subject to any overseas quota, 
have taken on board two more 
Australians surplus to require- 
ments in their homeland, the 
Manly front row Matt Dunford 
and Josh White, a half-back 
from Illawarra. 

Paris are also exempt from any 
restrictions and are likely to 
field a largely Australian team 
next season, which will compete 
in the Silk Cut Challenge Qip 
on the same basis as any other 
club, it has been derided. 

That means if Paris arc 
drawn at home they will play at 


home, and will act have to 
switdi to the ground of their 
English opponents, as has been 
the case with French teams in 
the Regal Trophy. 

The Council has also backed 
the proposal for a new unified 
governing body to oversee both 
the professional and amateur 
arms of the game. The propos- 
al for an eight-man body, four 
from cadi side of the long tun- 
ning schism, was approved 
unanimously. It will now be put 
to the vole by Bari a, the ama- 
teur body, in the new year. 

Swinton have signed Sean 
Casey, the 24-year-old White- 
haven and former St Helens 
utility player. 


Bowls 

cn INSURANCE SCOTTISH INDOOR MAS- 
TEHB jfD i itti l ita SymMlnate: Q ftflaaon Bca 
K A Thomson (Ere) T-l 1-T 7-3; 0 Soutoy (Seo) 
bt D Peacock iSco) 7-6 7-6. 


The termer world featherweight cham- 
pion Steve Robinson. Who flgns B% 
Hardy tor the European teatherwe@it 
We in Sunderland on ll January, yes* 
today won htefigit agareta bankruptcy 
petition brought his former promot- 
ers Barry Beam and Tommy G1 moot 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


RxrtbaH 

730 untess sflJtetf 

FA TOOTH CUP nmt Preston North End 

vPcnVn (7,0). 

FA CMU88IG VME Saaomt-romd raptow 
UMhvThaadsy- 

DR MARIBQ WMnmd McndkC M- 
son ( 1 ) v WOWi ( 1 ). 

Basketball 

CLASSK COA NATIONAL CUP SMAMhMlEfM 
teg SMf!aai< Newgate (7.45): l iMga sTUift- - 
<Jcn (7.01. 


Cricket 

Nottinghamshire’s Paul Franks has 
been called into the Eng and Under- 19 
party cwrenttytDunng Pakistan. Franks, 
who has skippered his country at Urv- 
der-15 and Under-17 levels, vriU fly out 
to PaMstan today tor the start of the fbsx 
Test at the weekend. 

South Africa were 33 urthout loss In their 
second innings at the dose of play on 
the second day of th&r three-day 
game against Intta A In Nagpur. India 
had made 340 m reply to the tourists' 
385 ter 5 declared. 

Football 

The ttstai player Oistiano Gagiarducd 
of Serfe C ctub Frosinone has tested 
positive for caffeine. The Italian foot- 
ball federation said the first test was 
carried out after a home match against 
Catania on 17 November end a sec- 
ond sample had confirmed the result. 
Thomas Helmet the Bayern Munich de- 
fender, has had his bladder removed 
in an operation yesterday. He will miss 
Germany’s World Cup Qua (trier against 
Portugal later this month - as will 
Thomas Haesfor. Mebmet Scholl and 
Oliver Blertwff, who are also injured. 
NATHMWne FOOTBALL LEAGUE FUn 
nrat M 31 Jan FUhem v CwMT (tom Sot 
I fttoTta 2 Fttto OAvd UB v MnctwurCty 
(Am Sto 1 Fete. Rrt 7 Fate Safe v (Marti UU 
®cm SbiSFoo). SanBFote ShetocH Uto v Nor- 
vndi (from Sat S Fed). 

TRANSFER: Bta Dytataa ( grrt kO HP W) Quaan'j 
Park a (Xretoe Uried (£50,000). 

Golf 

Scotland became the Johnnie Walter 
European team champions for the 
fouth time In six attempts in Spain yes- 
terday England, in thiiti place behind 
Span, the defending champions, were 
Wd by an Inspired last nine holes from 
GedFurey 

JOMHE WaiAHI BJHOPBW TEAM CHAM- 
Pt ONf' (A ftHiq ra PH. Mnrtm — , Sp) Ftoto- 
raond sen* (MM ta tare* court}: 414 I 
Scotland (C Rcntod 68. J Chfias TO). 421 SpWV 
.481 Eftfand IG Ftiay 69. C SmeGe 73). 438 
total ©Mcfirm 70. Ditemey 77). 441Wta : 

- (P Map 71. W isdatt 731, FHand. 448 flus- 
Uto. Denmah Cieca RQKtoJB. 444 Gerreny. 
AMBtfCAN EXPRESS TOUR QUALtFONG 
SCHOOL fte NteteBtiM ItahBwcwUnund 

• team (GB or M mtm Mated): US M-J 

- RoUtoau tCtoi] 68 70. 140T&Mn 70 70. M2 
M-T PBBtet (Fh G9 T3) M HedBtem (SWJ 7 2 
7ft V Storraud (Nod 71 71. U3 S Bdind O*) 
74 69. 144 L Encaaon (Sw) 75 72i C Sctenftt 
(Ft) 70 74i S FGnon (NZ) 73 71; A Tom iftfi 
71 73: J Lee (US! 72 72. 14E H Hcf*M (AU8) 
72 73; S Blan 73 72: M Buarom 73 72: S 
Bumd 77 BB. 146 L Ownxr 72 74; W Pat- 
totwt (US) 76 70, 147 N liman [Aus) 7672.- 
1 Maoorn (rtj 72 75; C Om (Gei) 72 75; M WW*. 
76 72 J Head 74 73: M Brt* (S«b) 76 7ft ) 
0*w 7* 73: h Andere»i (9w) 71 76. 


men (Ausj 10.67pcs 2 T Lahman (US) 654: 3 
E Ele (Sft 9.02 4 C Mom»>mene tScol 850: 
5 N Fakto (&o 857; 6 F Ctatea (US! 85S-. 
7 P Mctekan (US) 75S; 8 M OffiM Uaped 756: 
9 D law ■ (US) 753: 10 M OTtara (US) 7.1ft 
JU. C Pate (US) 658: 22 S Strtcfcar (US) 6.19. 
Salacteft 27 1 Woosnam (WaO 452. 

Hockey 

Hoctey stands on th e tirss h oM of a new 
era fotawig jesterd^s vote by the men’s 
Hoctey Association Council m fevour of 
forming a newt singe, national asvem- 
ing body for men and women, subject 
to a similar voce by the women's aseo- 
datian, the result of which wB be known 
on SatutoSK tha new aBBoaetion v4i come 
Into being from 1 June next ^er. 

Ice hockey 

NIU Vanoawer 2 Detroit 2 (or): New Jerser 2 
Rente 0; NT tstonoera 3 C ftgay t Hartford 4 
Pmabutei 4 (oO; Torarflo 2 Sr laws 0: Loa An- 
^ta4FtaenkJL . . 

Pools fBvtdemls 

UTOEWOODS: TraMe cMdok 24ats no 
chert. 23 £79.064.75. 22 £276.70, 21 
£20/«6, 20 £450. Fora draw* £1055. 10 
homes £45 50 . Rw (part on tow 
mays) £86220. HamtaKS £17557.15. 

lmninnti Tioe 1 1—1 ■ Tspwnn ritom n 

£26514.40. 22 £11455. 21 £1531 Soper 
Shota £13030. Planter 10 £83.70. 
BRnTENS: Trade ctanoo: 23pta £3552.10. 
22 L&AO. 21 £0.80. Fora raawa £&1£. am 
homes £555. Rve asms £176.75. 


There were veiy few rallies cm 
Ihe fast surface as both players 
hammered in massive serves. 
Ivanisevic is capable of some 
subtle tennis, but he rarely 
needed any this time. The only 
drama came in the seventh 
game of the first set when Ivani- 
sevic had a break point. 

Tillstrom’s volley at the net 
clearly landed out but was 
called in. Ivanisevic argued with 
the umpire after watching a re- 
play on the television screen 
above the court. 

The Croat eventually cooled 
down and wenton to clinch the 
set after 31 minutes after the 
best rally of the match during 
which he hit a half-volley 
through his legs. A break early 
in the next farther settled his 
nerves, and Ivanisevic moved on 
to the quarter-finals. 

Tim Henman, the British 
No 1, faces a quarter-final con- 


ZETTtRSt TreBM <ta»K 23pte £4,65950. 
22 £1455. 21 £150. 20 £030. fttot tfc 13 
£2350. 12 £1.65. FOwtami £1000. EWrt 
bam £520. Forawm»« £4730. Swpra 7 
£108.00. lac* OUtam 11 25 16 12 20 17. 

Rugby Union 

the Swansea chief executive, Dan 
Minster, has left tf» cU* by mutual con- 
sent Just two months after me r*-|g- 
nation of the chairman, Mike James. 
The Welsh First Division dub Dunvant 
hare registered the Fgian captain Joeli 
VHtsyald and back row man Emon Kata- 
lau, both ofwfxjm played against Wales 
at Canlifr last year. Berth were regstered 
before ihe transfer deadline last week- 
end but they still awaft work permits. 
South Africa’s Joel Stranslw will be on 
the replacements' bench for the Bar- 
barians In Saturdays match agsnst Aus- 
tralia at Twickenham. Stransky, whose 
drop goal clinched victory over New 
Zealand In the Wortd Cup final 18 
months ago, will be the understudy to 
the Barba nans captain. Rob Andrew. 
BARBARIANS Itrphumo i rta (■ AintzWte, 
T WWk OT tan , SXratah » *ta (NtoPiarp- 
ton). J SUoaky (Haw and SA>. A Moot* (RBh- 
mond and Wffles). R HanMeh (Cmanovi, G 
Dam (Bah and B&md). G Wafr (Nevcasda 
and Scotland). 

SCOTLAND IMBtOl (Vita tawleJtb. (H- 
te.aB M W 6 1 tC 1 IMIHWi*l:PBB 
(EdntM)d> AcaJanft*). A BuOodi (Wtosr dt Sect 
land), M Mayra (Wtasnens). A Metaa (Bv- 
ou&wmtfn a Ron (Henras FP). a O ev Brt dea 
iBorou^OTi*): 5 Utegna (Duidae Softool 


lest with MaliVai Washington 
which could cam him a S425.000 
(£257,000) if he beats the .Amer- 
ican today. Henman beat Ger- 
many’s Michael Slich. the 1991 
Wimbledon champion. 6-3. 6-3 
in the first round on Tuesday. 

The 22-year-old continues to 
insist that money is not the ma- 
jor incentive this week. ‘T know 
there is a lot of money at stake 
but I'm pleased with the way I’ve 
blocked it out of my mind I'm 
happy to be playing in an event 
where there are huge amounts 
to be won but I’m focused on 
winning matches, not the mon- 
ey," he said 

■ Monica Seles was forced off 
court again by a nagging shoul- 
der injuiy. retiring after losing 
the first set of her match against 
Slovakia's Karina Habsudova 
on her debut at the Komcrcni 
Banka Open in Brno, the Czech 
Republic, yesterday. 


FP). A Natan (SWUng Courtyl, J KeAjr urn 
don Soantstil. A Luddnf (Cline), I Morton 
(Dundee Wtf) 9rfuoJ FP». A Cwfasw (HbomsP- 
naw). S Woods iBohxj0itt*w can). R Hsreh 
(Bread wwawy). RMboaraata DAUott i®a> 
gwAcodemfcWs), T UfJithoBer IStsiing Coun- 
ty!- p Stafpm, J Osborne (Com Edntouf0i 
Academcaia. J Pstrfa (US Cotomhrac). P 
HbtfwaM (Wacarsans). C Dochartsr (GW). 

Squash 

IMHNDRA BROTHIONAL (Boodny) Second 
ronrat s Parte (Eng tt A vtogn tE© 156 15 6 
10-15 9-15 15-9. Zubas Jatan iPato bl 2jn* 
Jah»n (Pah! 15-12 156 15-12: A Baryte lEfi) 
bt M Oitooner (Eng) 15-14 7-15 9-15 15 11 
15-^: P New (SCO! bt S Mends (Erff 15-5 15-9 

Teams 

GRAND SLAM OJP (MunlcN tat G hra*. 

Mac (Onto) bl MiasBtm (Eve) 6-4 6-i M Wood- 
tame Vito) M A Aresw I US l 6-3 6-4: J Hiasd* 
(SWU hr C Ptaa tffl 2-6 6-3 6-4; J Oounw (USl 
bt M ROMO! (Snail 7-5 6-2 : 1 hJtoictwv ipus> 
bt A Correoa (Spl 6-4 7-6. 

AIPTOUR RAMUNGS Leading poatthms 1 P 
San*r»(US> 4565: 2 M mang (US) 3.597; 
3YVW«Mw. (Bull 3564; 4G Kanttevic tO»- 
3. 492: 6 T Muster (Aub 3.166; 8 B Sector iGen 
2583: 7 R Kraftceh (N«M 2580. 8 A A^aei 
(US! 2J64; S T Enpwst (Swe) 2.191: 10 W Fa- 
msa (SA) 2.149. GB: 29 T Henmvi L243: 48 
GRusadsJo871. 

WTA TOUR RANUNGS Leadtag poMttatra: 1 5 

G«rt lOen 332.0714«« 2 M Sete; (US! 
312.0083: 2 A Ssntfuw Vicaw iSp) 2017882. 
3 ) ftara ,T2 Bnp) 1925963: 4 u Hubs i&»mj 
176.4706: SCUartjOMlSp! 176.7206. 6 A Hu- 
ber (Gnrt 149^188: 7 1 Mawi lOaw 147.0990: 
3 F Data Usoanl 139.6387: 9 L Davenport I US) 
138.6510: 30 B Paulus 'AlCi 87.7813. 
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Long-range view 

■ Keith Elliott visits the 
iBisley gun shop, page 26 
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Saracen Pienaar 

Chris Hewett on a coup for the 
London club, page 26 


Henman enjoys an embarrassment of riches 



Henman: £2£00 a minute 


Tennis 

ADRIAN WARNER 
reports from Munich 

Tun Henman earned £Z500 a 
minute yesterday as his out- 
standing year continued with a 
6-3, 6-3 defeat of Michael Sdch 
in the Gist round of the Grand 
Slam Cup in Munich. 

Henman, who earned a place 
as a reserve at the tournament 
by reaching the Wimbledon 
quarter-finals and was then 
handed a chance to play after late 
withdrawals, picked up £160,000 
for his win. m just 63 minutes. 


the 22-vear-oId Henman made 
more than twice his earnings for 
the whole of last year. 

“Don’t get me wrong. I pre- 
fer to have the money than not 
have it, but it's not die reason 
why I play the game." he said. 
“Fve always said it's more my 
hobby than my occupation. It's 
nice to play in a tournament like 
this where there are obviously 
huge amounts of money at 
stake. But 1 don't think the way 
I played today was as if I was |ust 

focused on die money. 1 was just 

happy to get on with things." 

At 29 in the world rankings, 
Henman is 13 places below the 


28-year-old Stich and has 
nowhere near his opponent's ex- 
perience, yet he completely out- 
played him. The German has not 
cmiy won Wimbledon, but has 
beat runner-up at die US Open 
and only this yearwas the beat- 
en finalist at the French Open. 

“I was very pleased- 1 hit with 
Jim Courier yesterday for an 
hour and a half- That was the 
first time I had played in two 
weeks so to come out and hit the 
ball as well as 1 did today was 
a big bonus. It was sort of a nix 
surprise for me," Henman said. 

"I wanted to try to concen- 
trate on my own serve. The first 


couple of games I thought were 
important, then! starred to cre- 
ate a few opportunities on his 
serve and then I look them. I 
feel great.” 

Stich, who has been ham- 
pered by injuries throughout the 
season, said: “I am not com- 
plaining, I am glad 1 played. Ttm 
was very good, he didn't have 
a lot of mistakes. He gave me 
a bard time." 

Henman went on court yes- 
terday without a trace of ner- 
vousness. He bad not hit a ball 
in earnest since beating Greg 
Rusedski in the final of the 
British National Champi- 


onships at Telford more than 
two weeks ago, yet he played as 
if he had never been sway. U 
was hismoa impressive vjeto- 
ty since besting Yevgttiy Kafel- 
nikov, the French Open 
champion, in the first round at 
Wimbledon in June. 

However, a month ago he 
was not even a reserve for this 
event which ronssts of the 16 
players who haw done best in 
the four Grand Sam tourna- 
ments during the year. Henman, 

having readied the last eight at 
Wimbledon and the last 16 at 
the US Open, was m 20th place. 

Then Thomas Muster and 


Stefan Et&erg wi th drew, leav- 
ing Henman as second reserve. 

And it was only Monday that 
Henman learned Ire was in the 
tournament proper following 
further withdrawals by Ameri- 
cans Fete Sampras, Michael 
Chang and Todd Martin. 

Henman might count himself 

fortunate^ but he took his 
chance well, playing with in- 
creasing confidence both from 
the badtof the court and at the 
net. Even when he double- 
faulted on fils firs match point 
at 5-3 in the seebnd set, Henman 
did not lose his cool. He mere- 
ly forced Sikh to hit a forehand 


over the baseline to reach mulch 
point again and then hit a ser- 
vice winner to end the conitf**- 
Henman's opponent in the 
second round tomorrow & Mali- 
Vai Washington, who be;it ib- 
reigning Wimbledon champion, 
Richard Krajicek. 6-1. b-2. The 
American h one of the fasiesi 
-movers in the garou but Hen- 
man wifi not lack confidence as 
he beat Washington 6-3. ?-5 at 
the Nottingham tournament 
on grass in June. 

OHANO SIMM CUP (Munteti) first rwattT 
HenpantGBiu M S left .Ckr' £ 2 e 3. S St--'. 
«r#5w? m i SBMUDHg !*fi! fr 3 &-£ H K3F- 
mnon (US> tu n Kra*ce> (Tun. 6 I fe • : - 
Count? "US 1 ta v Rosser ,a«r.' f bt-i 

France's heroes, page 25 


Gough’s Rangers 
playing for pride 


Football 

PETER JARDINE 
reports from Auxerre 

Richard Gough wants to bow 
out a winner in Auxerre tonight 
as he makes his final fling with 
Rangers in European competi- 
tion. Gough is desperate to 
chalk up one more victory in 
Europe as Walter Smith’s de- 
pleted side bid goodbye to the 
Champions' League. 

The 34-year-old captain is 
poised to leave Ibroxat the end 
of the season and is fi ghting 
against a leg injury to make what 
could be his last appearance in 
Europe. “This will be my last 
match in the Champions* 
League, my last in Europe for 
Rangers and probably my last in 
European competition." said 
Gough, who has been linked 
witb moves to Sheffield Wed- 
nesday and Southampton. 

Despite the fact that £13m 
worth of talent is back home in 
Glasgow - Brian Laudrup, 
Joachim Bjorklund and JorgAI- 
hertz are injured and Paul Gas- 
coigne suspended - Gough is 
convinced Rangers can daim 
their second £500,000 Urfa win 
bonus! “We are playing for 
pride again," Gough said. “Peo- 
ple are making a lot out of the 
players who are missing but 
those who came in against 
Grasshopper in the last match 
did well and can do so again." 


Rangers are out of the quar- 
ter-final running after four 
opening defeats but Guy Roux’s 
Auxerre, who will be backed by 
a 21,000 capacity crowd, need 
only a draw to complete their 
Champions’ League fairy-tale. 

“We can still affect who goes 
through and I still see it as an 
important match," added 
Gough, who took a knock in 
Sunday’s 3-0 win at Aberdeen. 
“We must meet the challenge 
and not let ourselves drop from 
the recent good run we've had." 

Gough has known hi ghs in 
Europe since arriving at 
Rangers from Tottenham in 
October 1987, as well as lows in 
Athens, Thrin and Zurich over 


the past three seasons. In the 
spring of 1988 he scored against 
Steaua Bucharest at Ibrox in a 
European Cup quarter-final 
before Rangers lost 3-2 on ag- 
gregate, but it was in 1992-93 
that he led the dub to one of 
their best Continental runs. 

Gough captained the side on 
a 10-match unbeaten sequence 
as Marseille pipped them for a 
place in the European Cup fi- 
nal Milan “Richard has 
been tremendous fa- us ova: the 
years and obviously that doesn’t 
just apply to Europe," said 
Smith, the manager at Ibrox. 

While Gough should make it, 
Smith’s selection has other 
doubts, given the absence of so 


Eriksson at Blackburn 


Sven-Goran Eriksson, the 
Swedish coach of Sampdoria, 
has made a secret Dip to Black- 
bum Rovers and is ready to take 
the manager’s job in the next 
week, writes Alan Nixon. 

Eriksson was shown around 
Ewood Park by the Blackburn 
chairman. Robert Coar. on 
Monday afternoon. He was also 
given a guided tour of the dub's 
training ground on a trip organ- 
ised by Jack Walkpr to prove to 
him that Rovers mean business. 

Blackburn think they have 
sold their ambitious club to the 
highly rated coach and have of- 
fered him a £500,000-a-year 


salary and £20m to spend. 
Eriksson will now try to accel- 
erate his departure from Sam- 
pdoria, where he still has six 
months of his contract to serve. 
However. Blackburn insiders 
believe that the Swede may 
even be in charge as early as 
next Monday. Rovers want him 
to join them soon as they are 
aware that Lazio and Ajax are 
also interested in him. 

Blackburn’s caretaker man- 
ager, Tony Paries, who does not 
want thejob on a permanent ba- 
sis, has been kept informed of 
developments and is likely to 
stay in a leading post 
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Tuesday's Solution 
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ACROSS 

1 Fittingly, big waves from 
perambulators (10) 

8 Diamonds, perhaps, as ju- 
nior fashion? (5,4) 

9 Born leader has changed 


10 Iwann has a limit (6) 

11 Introductions to Chopin’s 
works, for example fa) 

13 Character of tTNeDTs cine- 
ma production (6) 

14 Riding-master oddly 
against the current? (8) 

17 Can rouse into being lus- 
trous when taken from 
bed? (9) 

19 Smooth rockyet more grit- 
ty, it is said ( 0 ) 

21 Twisted vines deteriorate? 
Eancyl (S) 

23 More work in ideal envi- 
ronment (6) 


25 Father always in brawl (4) 

26 Preparation for the night 
(9) 

27 No promises broken in 
clergyman’s exchange of 
first letters (10) 

DOWN 

1 Stock sheet has a tear in h 
(9) 

2 Instructed, say, in tense (4) 

3 Surface rocks from work in 
courts, possibly? (8) 

4 Marie left on earty murder 
victim (5) 

5 Settle round university with 
the rest (7) 

6 I ara game for one show of 
intolerance (10) 

7 Petition approved in vine 
production? (6) 

12 Almost sure to come out in 
the spring (10) 



15 Where we may see the be- 
ginning and end of the 
rainbow*? (5-4) 

16 Cbarse cotton .fabric 
brownish-grey? Agree to 
differ? (8) 

18 Concealment of crime ac- 
complished in sporting 
competition (5-2) 

20 Break first piece of English 


many top names. Trevor Steven, 
usually in a Scottish televiaon stu- 
dio cm European nights, s a can- 
didate for a starting place after 
only six fuD league games in the 
last 18 months. The youngster 
Greg Shields should also play. 

Ian Ferguson, Charlie Miller 
and Derek Mclnnes are push- 
ing for midfield places but 
Smith will not be tempted to 
give Alan McLaren his first 
game in six months. McLaren 
has been out since the Scottish 
Cup final last May because of 
knee surgery. He will be on the 
bench at best. 

“Fve not even had a reserve 
match yet and the first game is 
the real test," said the Scotland 
defender. “Tve a bit to go yet 
and hopefully by the end of De- 
cember I’ll have played four or 
five reserve games and be push- 
ing for a place. I'd love to face 
Celtic on 2 January as I made 
my Rangers debut in an Old 
Finn game." 

Smith's target tonight is an- 
other victory after Rangers 
broke their duck with, a 2-1 
home success against Grasshop- 
per last month. 

Auxerre have selection prob- 
lems of their own with almost 
half the team that won 2-1 in 
Glasgow in September likely to 
miss out. Taribo West is sus- 
pended while injuries will deny 
Roux the services of goalkeep- 
er Lionel Chaiboonier, Thomas 
Deniaud, Sabri Lamouchi and 
Christian Henna. 

Although a draw would allow 
Auxerre to go through, leaving 
Grasshopper and Ajax to con- 
test the other place m Switzer- 
land, Roux says that he fears 
Rangers might hand over the 
£500,000 win bonus to their 
players as an incentive. 

Meanwhile. Smith has had 
more talks with agents in his bad 
to bring the Chilean striker Se- 
bastian Rozental to Ibrox from 
Ufliversidad Catollca. 



Manchester United's Eric Cantona becomes acclimatised to concfitions in Vienna during yesterday's training session 
before tonight’s vital Champions’ League match against Rapid Vienna Glenn Moore, page 37; photograph, Em pics 


Kirtley key to England’s collapse 


Spode. carelessly (6) 

22 Guarantee states nothing, 
paradoxically (3-2) 

24 Asian connection, we hear 
(4) 


Cricket 

MARK BALDWIN 
reports from Harare 
England 175-9 v 
Mashonaland 


England's hapless top-order 
disintegrated against Mashona- 
land yesterday, and only Robert 
Croft’s defiant 66 not out 
enabled the tourists to finish a 
weather-interrupted first day 
here on 175 for 9. 

Understandably, David 
Lloyd’s patience is wearing thin. 
“Good players playing poorly," 
was the England coach’s initial 
reaction to a day which began 
with the Sussex youngster 
James Kirtley sparking off a 
startling England slump to 27 
for 4. 

Lloyd praised Kirtley's effort 
in taking 4 for 44 but added: 
“Overall, they have a very or- 
dinary bowling attack and I ex- 
pect our performances to 
improve, and to improve quick. 

“We were too tentative and 
we should be dominating mare. 
Croft was the only one today 


who looked to do thaL Kirtley 
has always impressed me. I. 
picked him for the TCCB XI 
against South Africa A last Au- 
gust when he took eight wick- 
ets and helped win the match. 
But our batsmen are far better 
players than that and we have 
to start hitting our straps soon. 

“You can't disguise we had a 
poor batting day. I'm not wor- 
ried by it, though. Wc had two 
gormless run-outs and that’s just 
annoying. I'm frustrated by this 
display and there are basic 
areas we have to work on." 

England badly needed a 
good day to tbeir opening four- 
day fixture after locking off the 
tour with a one-day defeat 
against a President's XI on 
Sunday. What they got instead 
was an embarrassment to rank 
alongside some of the many 
below-par England perfor- 
mances of recent memory. 

Kirtley has been in Zimbab- 
we since October and for the 
past week has been helping 


England prepare by taking a full 
part in practice sessions. 

_ Today, swinging the ball sig- 
nificantly, he removed Mike 
Atherton and Nasser Hussain in 
his new-ball burst and then re- 
turned after a session was lost 
to rain to earn himself two 
further scalps. 

He said: “I have mixed feel- 
ings, to be honest. 1 wanted to 
do well for myself, but when the 
Tests and one-dayers against 
Zimbabwe start there will only 
be one team that I will be sup- 
porting, and that’s England. 

*Tve enjoyed helping Eng- 
land out over the past week and 
I'm very pleased to have dis- 
missed the Fngfanrf rap lain But 
I would haye been just as hap- 
py about that if he’d got 100.” 

Kirtley, a late replacement for 
the injured Eddo Braudes, last 
week marked - his debut for 
Mashonaland by taking a hat- 
trick and having figures of 5 for 
56. Tbday he would have fin- 
ished with another five-wicket 


haul but for dropped catches 
when Phil TufrxeU had yet to 
score and with Croft on 49. 

Kirtley could even have had 
Atherton for a first-ball duck as 
England's out-of-sorts captain 
survived a big Ibw shout. ran the 
next ball down to third man for 
two, but then nicked the third 
delivery be faced to the wicket- 
keeper. Donald Campbell. 

Alec Stewart dipped into his 
stumps against Bryan Strang 
when trying to withdraw his bat 
in the next over, the fourth of 
the innings, and England were 
suddenly 7 for 3 when Hassain 
did exactly the same thing to 
Kirtley fn the 21 -year-old's 
following over. 

Nick Knight then ran himself 
out by charging bade for an ill- 
advised third run and being sent 
. backby Graham Thorpe, while- 
John Crawley spoilt a com- 
posed 25 when he too was re- 
sponsible for. his own run-out. 

By this time Thorpe had 
carved to point after scoring 35 
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and Crawley, dabbing tbe ball 
out on the off side, perished to 
a fine piece of fielding from Paul 
Strang after setting off for a 
suicidal single that was quite 
correctly refused by Croft. 

Andy Caddick did at least 
offer . some good blows in 
support of Croft, who then ac- 
celerated past a valuable half- 
century after seeing Thfnell 
dropped at second slip. 

Croft booked and drove 
Bryan Strang for four and six 
from successive balls and had 
scored 21 runs from two overs 
when, somewhat incongruously, 
he accepted the offer of an ear- 
ly finish because of poor light 

Rrsf day of four: England won ross 
ENGLAND - nrot kmkap 

N V Krtgnt tun out 6 

*M A Affnnon c D J R Campbell D KrUey 2 

♦A J Stewan D B C Strang 1 

N Hussain b Kiittay 2 

GPTHo«i»cHaugiwbMatarrfcaiMdjo ..35 

J P Crawley am out — 25 

R D 8 Croft not out 66 

D Goupi c D J R CarapbeB b Krtiev J. 

A R Caddick c 0 J R Campbell b Praia ...id 

AUMuaanyc Brent bKrtey "...3 

PCRTutneT notout I 

Extras AM. w3. nb61 13 

Total (for 9, 82 overs) 175 

Fa* 1-3. 2-3, 3-7. 4-27. 5-63. 6^8. 7-94. 
8-125. 9 145. 

Maobonatea* D L Hougimn. S V Carlisle, 
. G W Hewer. ‘ADR Campbei, tD J R Camp- 
t*B,C BVttnt. DMsarrtwaOjfi. P A Soane. 
B C Strang. <3 B Brent, R J Klrtey. 
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CAVA IT RISES TO EVERY OCCASIO 


Pop the cork! Release the Cava!- 
You «• ill find Cara is just mode for 
celebrations, and the more spontaneous the 
better. 

For one thing, you can rely on its 
noiurol sparkle and superb quality, for another, 
iz s incredible value for moncyl 

CASTELLBLANCH - 


- Cava is the sparkling nine from Spain 
that is made by the traditional method. 

It comes from a land of rolling hills and rallep 
near Bar«/onj, where there's plenty of 
sunshine and moderate rairfall. 

- , - WOfEEFBOH 

The perfect place for 
vineyards. . 

C O Nf D E DE CARALT - 


As well as being light, delicate and 
fragrant. Cava wines hare u distinctive 
smoothness and crisp dryness. 

It takes many months of careful 
handling to develop these qualities. 

No wonder Covo’j so keen to get in the 
glass when you open it! 
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